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FOREWORD
Uganda National Examinations Board is mandated to conduct 
summative examinations at Primary(PLE), Lower Secondary 
(UCE), and Upper Secondary (UACE) levels. During marking PLE 
2022 process, examiners compile subject reports on questions 
which were challenging to most candidates; weaknesses of 
candidates’ responses and advice to teachers on how to guide 
learners in the subsequent years.

The general performance for 2022, indicated that Integrated 
Science was performed best, followed by Social Studies with 
Religious Education, then English, and Mathematics respectively. 
The same report provides; statistics on the performance of 
candidates disaggregated by districts and by gender, divisions 
obtained by candidates, and percentage in each division.  

It also includes sample work of good, average and weak candidates’ work in Mathematics, Social studies 
with Religious Education, Integrated Science and English. 

This report is expected to help subject teachers and other key stakeholders to have a deeper analysis of the 
topical areas in the curriculum where candidates did not perform well. Subject teachers are encouraged to 
go through this report alongside the question papers and the primary school curriculum so as to identify 
the content areas where learners experienced difficulties. All District/Municipal Education Officers (DEOs/
MEOs), District/Municipal Inspector of Schools (DISs/MISs), City Education Officers(CEOs), City and 
Division Inspector of Schools, Education Development Partners and Heads of Schools are encouraged to 
support the teachers to implement the proposed recommendations for continuous school improvement. 
Head teachers and proprietors of private schools are further encouraged to ensure that the subject teachers 
get this report as soon as possible. Coordinating Centre Tutors (CCTs) are advised to organise continuous 
professional development (CPDs) programmes on some of the gaps identified for the benefit of the learners.

It is my prayer that you find this document useful.

        

Dan N. Odongo

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Uganda National Examinations Board.
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PLE 2022 REPORT ON WORK OF CANDIDATES
A. 	 MATHEMATICS 

QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

4. To list the elements of set 
P given that 

PUQ = {1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8}, 

P  Q = {1,4,7} and P‘= {5,6,8}

 Some candidates failed 
to list the elements of 
set P. 

 Other candidates had 
challenges in interpreting 
the set symbols.

 Using real objects and real life experiences, 
help learners to understand set concepts 
such as Union, intersection and complement 
of a set. 

 Help learners to understand the different set 
symbols and their use in forming sets.

 Give adequate practice on questions that 
enable them to analyse information where set 
symbols are given.

6. To construct a line 
through a given point T 
parallel to the line AB.

Many of the candidates 
left the space blank 
while other candidates 
drew lines which would 
meet when the lines are 
extended.

 Help learners understand the properties of 
parallel lines i.e.

-   They are lines that do not meet even when 
they are extended.

-   The distance between them is the same at 
any point.

-   They are represented by arrows on them.

 Help learners understand the purpose of each 
Mathematical instrument in a Mathematical set.

 Guide learners in step by step construction of 
parallel lines.

 Give adequate practice on construction of 
different lines.

7. To write the number 
whose standard form is 
7.43 × 102

 A good number of  
candidates had difficulty 
in multiplying decimal 
numbers by powers of 
ten; therefore, they failed 
to write the number 
whose standard form 
was given.

 Teach the concept of place value and relate it to 
the powers of 10

 Help learners understand what a number 
written in powers of ten means i.e.

102  means 10×10 =100 
103  means 10×10×10 = 1000
104  means 10×10×10×10 = 10000 etc

 Help learners understand that 
 
7.43×102 = 7.43×10×10

= 7.43×100 
= 743.00
= 743

 Emphasize that when multiplying a decimal 
number by powers of 10, the decimal point 
shifts to the right. The number of places the 
decimal shifts is the number representing the 
power of 10.

 Give learners adequate practice in writing 
numbers in standard form and vice versa.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

11. To find the probability 
that a card picked at 
random from a bag has a 
composite number given 
that the cards are marked 
with numbers 4,5, 6, 7, 8,9.

 Many of the candidates 
failed to find the 
probability because they 
could not identify the 
composite numbers. 

 Other candidates stated 
the probability without 
showing the composite 
numbers.

 Explain to learners the different types of   
numbers i.e., even, odd, triangular, square, cube, 
prime, composite etc.

 Emphasise that composite numbers have more 
than two factors.

 Guide learners to always identify the desired 
outcome and the sample space before stating 
the probability.

 Help learners to identify composite numbers by 
first identifying the factors of the numbers as in;

Number            Factors 

4                             ( 1, 2, 4) 

5                             (1, 5) 

6                            (1, 2, 3, 6) 

7                            (1, 7) 

8                            (1, 2, 4, 8) 

9                            (1, 3, 9) 

       .i.e composite numbers are: 4,6,8,9.

 Create a Mathematics Learning Centre in the 
classroom to help learners develop practice of 
different concepts in mathematics and share 
their ideas.

 Give adequate practice on solving problems 
involving probability.

15. To calculate the total 
weight of pupils given that 
the weight of a teacher 
is 72 kg and the average 
weight of the teacher and 
three pupils is 50 kg.

 Some candidates failed 
to calculate the total 
weight of the pupils. They 
had difficulty in relating 
average to total weight.

 Help learners to understand that the term 
average also refers to mean. Average is got 
when one adds all the items given (sum) and 
divides it by the number of items,  i.e.

 Explain that the total weight of the three pupils 
and the teacher can be got when their average 
weight is multiplied by the number of items. 
In this case, 50kg × 4 = 200kg

  But the teacher is 72kg, therefore the total 
weight of the pupils is; 200kgs - 72kg = 128kg.

 Give learners adequate practice on problems 
involving averages.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

16. To find the bearing of town 
V from town M given that 
town M is south East of 
town V.

 A good proportion of 
the candidates failed 
to relate the compass 
points to the angles they 
form. They, therefore, 
could not find the 
bearing of town V from 
town M.

 Illustrate to learners the 4 cardinal points of the 
compass. The 4 points between the cardinal 
points i.e., North East, South East, South West 
and North West.

 Practically demonstrate to learners that bearing 
is an angle measured in a clockwise direction 
from a North line.

 Use a variety of activities while teaching the 
principle of bearing and compass direction .e.g. 
timing left, right, clockwise or anticlockwise 
from a given point.

 Help learners to understand the meaning of 
“from” and “to” as used in bearing.

   22. To calculate the profit a 
trader who bought 500 
mangoes at sh250 each 
made, given that the 
trader sold 100 mangoes 
at sh350 each and the 
rest at sh300 each.

 Some candidates had 
difficulty in interpreting 
the question. They did not 
realise that the question 
had two parts.

 Other candidates failed to 
find the selling price of the 
mangoes and therefore 
could not find the profit 
that was made.

 Use practical approaches such as role play 
using Ugandan currency when teaching learners 
selling, buying and calculating profit and loss.

 Revise the work of P.3 and P.4 about profit 
and loss.

 Help learners understand conditions that can 
lead to profit or loss.

 Help learners understand that compound 
questions can be handled part by part.

 Give learners adequate practice in solving 
problems related to money in daily life.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

24(b) To find the time when a 
motorist left town, given 
that the motorist left 
home at 7:40 a.m. and 
travelled to town for 3 
hours at an average speed 
of 64 km/h, stayed in town 
for 30 minutes and then 
travelled back home.

 Many candidates could 
not find the time the 
motorist left town 
because they failed to 
add time where they are 
required to convert the 
minutes to hours (.i.e. 40 
minutes + 30 minutes) 

 Some other candidates 
gave wrong units of 
the time.

 Revise with learners the idea of;

-    1 hour = 60 minutes.

-    1 minute = 60 seconds.

-   Help them to convert minutes to hours, 
minutes to seconds and vice versa using 
these relationships.

 Explain the concept of duration and departure/
arrival time using real life experiences such as 
moving from home to school.

 Help learners to answer such question part by 
part. Guide them to understand addition and 
subtraction of time (both hours and minute). 
For example, in the case of this question,

-  Time he started the journey = 7:40 am

-  Time spent on journey = 3hrs

-  Time spent resting = 30 minutes

 Add:   7:40

          + 3:00           
            10:40 am (Reached town)           

Then:    10:40

               +    30 
                        
             10:70             

 Note that the 70 minutes gives 1 hour 
10 minutes.

      So the time the motorist left town is 11:10 am

 Emphasise the use of correct units of time. 
12:00 is Noon, and one minute after noon is 
p.m which ends at 11:59 (pm) (in the night).
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

24(c) To calculate the speed 
at which the motorist 
travelled back given that 
the motorist reached 
home at 3:10 p.m.

 Some of the candidates 
failed to calculate the 
speed at which the 
motorist travelled back 
home because they 
could not find the time 
the motorist took to 
reach home.

 Introduce the idea of duration by first making 
learners subtract time within the same phase 
(a.m and also within p.m).

    For example;

     How long is it from 8:10 a.m to 9:30 a.m?

     Ending time =      9:30 a.m
     Starting time = - 8:10 a.m                                 

                                  1:20                                 

Duration is 1 hour and 20 minutes.

 Then later introduce the idea of converting 
time from 12 hour clock system to 24-hour 
clock system and vice versa.

 Help learners to identify the relationship 
that exists among the speed, time and 
distance, hence; 

     Speed = 

 Give learners adequate practice in problems 
that involve distance, time and speed.

 Emphasise the use of correct units for speed, 
distance and time at all times..

28. To find the cost of an 
exercise book given that 
a mathematical set costs 
sh 2000 more than an 
exercise book and the cost 
of two exercise books is 
the same as  the cost of 

a mathematical set.

 A good number of the 
candidates failed to form 
correct equation in order 
to find the cost of an 
exercise book.

 A few other candidates 
failed to interpret the 
question.

 Guide learners to read and interpret word 
problems with fractions carefully. You may 
adopt the use of tables as shown below; 
 

ITEM EX. BOOK MTC SET

Cost b b + 2000

 The cost of 2 books is the same as  cost of a 
math set. 

2b =  (b +2000)

 Help learners to formulate equations 
including fractions. After forming the equation, 
solve it carefully by first making it linear. i.e. 
multiplying both sides by 5 (the denominator 
of the fraction).

             5 x 2b = 5 x  (b + 2000)

                  10b = 2 (b + 2000)

                  10b = 2 b + 4000

         10b - 2b = 2b - 2b + 4000

                   8b = 4000

                     = 

                       b = 500

 Encourage learners to always form equations 
in terms of what they are expected to find.

 Give learners adequate practice in word 
problems involving equations.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

 29. To find the size of angles

(a) XYZ and (b) SZX in 
the diagram given that 
line XY=XZ and line TS is 
parallel to line XY, angle 
TSZ=45o and angle YXZ 
=70o.

(a) Some candidates failed 
to identify the triangle 
XYZ as an isosceles 
triangle. 

 Other candidates 
failed to apply the 
angle properties of an 
isosceles triangle.

 Help learners identify polygons by their 
properties.

 Practically, help learners investigate the 
properties of triangles i.e.

-   Length of sides

-   Size of angles

-   Total interior angle sum.

 Emphasise that in isosceles triangle, similar 
symbols are used to show equal sides and 
the base angles are the angles formed on the 
third side of the triangle.

 Give adequate practice on various polygons in 
relation to their properties.

(b) Many candidates did 
not extend the lines XY 
or XZ in the diagram that 
could enable them see 
the angle properties on 
parallel lines. 

 Other candidates 
failed to use the angle 
properties on parallel 
lines to determine the 
size of angle SZX. 

 Help learners to understand the following 
angle properties on parallel lines i.e. vertically 
opposite angles, corresponding angles, 
alternate angles, co interior and co-exterior 
angles.

 Practically demonstrate to learners that 
to find the size of angle SZX, it requires 
extending line XY to meet line SZ so that the 
type of angle formed can be seen. This helps 
in finding the value of the unknown angle.

 Give learners adequate practice on problems 
involving multiple angle properties.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

31(a) To find the number of text 
books supplied, given 
that a company supplied 
books to three schools F, 
G and H in 
the ratio 4:5:6 respectively 
and that school F received 
72 books less than 
school G 

 Many candidates failed 
to use the difference in 
the ratio to determine 
the number of text 
books supplied by the 
company.

 Explain to learners the concept of ratios as a 
form of comparing two or more quantities of 
the same kind. For example, ratio of girls to 
boys, ratio of books shared to schools etc.

 Help learners to understand the relationship 
between ratios and proportions. i.e., whereas 
ratio compares two or more quantities of the 
same kind, proportion is used to represent 
two ratios (proportion can be used to solve 
problems in ratios).

 Use real objects or diagrams to explain such 
problems. For example, in this case the total 
parts that represent books supplied is 
4 + 6 +5 = 15.

 Each of the boxes drawn below represent 
equal number of books that were given.

 Thus, Red for school F, Blue for G and white  
      for H 

F F F F G G G G G G H H H H H

 Since school F received 72 books less than 
school G, and the boxes represent equal 
number of books, the difference in number of 
boxes is by two boxes ie 6 - 4 = 2.

 Therefore, if 2 boxes represent 72 books, 

 Then 1 box represents 72 ÷2 = 36 books.

 So the 15 boxes have 15× 36 = 540 books.

 Give learners adequate practice on problems 
involving ratios by varying the words that 
represent quantities such as more and 
less than.

31(b) To calculate the number of 
books school H got.

 A good number of 
candidates failed to 
calculate the number 
of books school H got 
because they failed to 
use the information 
given correctly.

 Guide learners to calculate the number of 
books school H got by multiplying the number 
of boxes representing school H by what each 
box represents 5 × 36 = 180 books.

 Give learners adequate practice on problems 
involving ratios.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

32(a) To find the capacity of the 
given tank in litres

 Many candidates failed 
to relate volume to 
capacity. They therefore 
could not find the 
capacity of the tank 
in litres.

 Practically help learners to understand the 
difference between volume and capacity.

 Volume is the amount of space a substance 
occupies (whether solid, liquid or gas).

 Capacity is the ability of something to hold, 
receive or absorb a substance

 (Reference: NCDC primary Seven Curriculum).

 Help learners to understand the relationship 
between the units of volume and that of 
capacity. Thus:

1 litre = 1000 cubic centimetres(cm3).

 And 1000litres =1 m3

 Forexample help learners understand that 
a  containerwhose volume is 2500 cm3 

holds = 2.5 litres and a containerwhose 

volume is 10m3 holds;  
10 x 1000 = 10,000 litres of water.

 Guide the learners to convert volume to 
capacity and vice versa as in;

How many litres are in 84000cm3?

Since, 1000cm3 = 1 litre

   ∴ 84000cm3 =  	

                                 = 84 litres

(b)(i) To calculate the amount 
of water in litres that will 
leak out of the tank in 12 
hours given that the water 
leaks at a rate of 1.5 litres 
per hour.

 Some candidates used 
wrong units yet they 
were advised to 
find the amount of 
water that leaked out in 
12 hours in litres.

 Emphasise the use of correct units for 
capacity and volume.

(b)(ii) To calculate the height of 
the water that remains in 
the tank after the 
12 hours.

 Many of the candidates 
had difficulty in finding 
the height of the water 
that remained in the 
tank because they failed 
to find the amount of 
water that leaked out of 
the tank in 12 hours. 

 When teaching about volume and capacity, 
create situations that bring relevance in real 
life as is the case of water leaking out, animals 
drinking water from their pans, etc.

 Integrate topics such as Proportion and Time 
to help learners transfer knowledge from one 
situation to another.

 Give learners adequate practice on problems 
involving capacity and volume of different 
shapes/containers.
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B.	 SOCIALSTUDIES WITH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS
2. To give the major tourist 

attraction in Mgahinga 
National Game Park.

Some candidates abbreviated 
mountain in Mountain Gorilla 
as “Mt.” which made it a name 
of a physical feature but not 
an animal.

 Help learners to realize that words that refer 
to physical features such as mountains, 
lakes and rivers when used in naming an 
animal are not abbreviated especially those 
used to differentiate animals in terms of 
their habitats.

 Encourage learners to write full names of 
specific national parks and other features

 Use a dictionary to bring out the meaning of 
unclear words/abbreviations.

3. To state one way in 
which the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
helps to promote 
development in Uganda.

Majority of the candidates 
misunderstood the question, 
and therefore mixed up the 
roles of IMF and those of 
Commercial banks.

 Guide learners to identify the UN agencies 
and their roles towards the development of 
Uganda.

 Guide learners to explain the functions of 
IMF/African Development Bank (ADB)/ 
International Bank for Reconstruction & 
Development (IBRD) and relate the activities 
to their contribution towards development in 
Uganda while giving examples of IMF/ADB/
IBRD funded projects and/or programmes.

 Discuss with learners the entities like 
commercial banks through which IMF 
channels its funds for various development 
at local and national levels in order to 
differentiate the roles.

 Discuss the concept of development and 
compare the roles of International Agencies 
like ADB, IBRD and commercial institutions 
in terms of their contribution towards the 
development of Uganda.

8. To give the meaning of the 
term ‘population density’.

Candidates mixed up the 
terms used in population 
.e.g. population growth, 
population distribution, over 
population and population 
structure.

 Using illustrations, guide learners to identify 
and explain the meaning of different terms 
used in Population like population density, 
population census, population distribution, 
population growth and population structure.

 Help learners to explain key terms used 
in population in reference to places that 
illustrate the terms in the local environment.

 Help learners to read, spell and construct 
sentences using the key words used 
in population.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS

10.  To mention any 
one role played by Kwame 
Nkrumah during the Pan 
African Conference of 
1958.

 Most candidates failed to 
differentiate the role Kwame 
Nkrumah played during the 
struggle for independence 
with that of Pan African 
Conference of 1958. 

 Guide learners to identify the key Pan-
Africanists and Nationalists.

 Discuss the contributions of key Pan-
Africanists, for example; Kwame Nkrumah:
-   Organized/hosted/chaired the first Pan-

African Conference in Africa in 1958.

-   As a nationalist, he mobilized the youth, 
primary school leavers, ex-soldiers and 
farmers to join the Convention Peoples 
Party (CPP) and started the Accra 
Evening News that carried CPP messages 
to the people.

 Help learners to distinguish between the roles 
of Pan-Africanists from Nationalists.

 Discuss the different methods used by the 
Pan-Africanists and nationalists in their 
struggle for independence like organizing 
conferences and specific roles they played in 
such methods.

15. To give any one way 
in which Ugandans 
benefitted from the 
representation on the 
Legislative Council 
(LEGCO) during the 
struggle for independence.

A section of candidates gave 
the general roles of LEGCO 
to the people instead of 
linking it to the struggle for 
independence.

 Help learners to explain why LEGCO was 
formed and identify the first Ugandan 
representatives on the LEGCO.

 Guide learners to relate the roles of, and/or 
activities carried out by LEGCO to how they 
benefitted the people of Uganda during the 
struggle for independence.

  Discuss with learners how LEGCO and 
other associations helped in the struggle for 
independence to ensure a peaceful way of 
regaining freedom.

16. To name the line of 
longitude that passes 
through Accra in Ghana

A few candidates failed to 
identify the line of longitude, 
so they could not name the 
line of longitude that passes 
through Accra in Ghana.

 Use atlases or wall maps to guide learners 
identify major towns, cities, features, districts, 
and countries crossed by the imaginary lines 
(latitudes and longitudes).

  Guide learners to draw the map of Africa 
and mark the Greenwich Meridian and other 
imaginary lines.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS
18. To give any one way 

through which the African 
Union (AU) promotes 
peace among member 
countries

Most candidates gave the 
general objectives of AU 
instead of how specific 
objectives benefitted the 
member countries.

 Guide learners to explain the objectives 
of international organisations like AU, UN, 
Commonwealth separately.

 Discuss with learners how an organisation like 
AU promotes peace, security and stability. 
For example; organizing peace talks, sending 
peace keeping forces to war torn areas and 
promoting good governance and democracy.

 Help learners to discuss how member 
countries benefit from the implementation 
of each objective of AU while citing local 
examples.

26. To state any one reason 
for the signing of the 
Anglo-German Treaty 
of 1890.

Some candidates merely 
stated the general reasons 
for the signing of colonial 
agreements because they 
did not understand the 
term ‘Treaty’.

 Guide learners to identify different treaties 
and agreements signed between the 
European powers. For example, the Anglo-
Germany treaty or Heligoland treaty.

  Discuss reasons for signing the agreements/
treaties. For example, the Anglo-German 
Treaty of 1890;

-   Enabled Britain to acquire Uganda and 
Germany took over Heligoland.

-   Helped to end British and German conflict 
at the coast.

31. To give any one reason 
why Uganda has less 
irrigation projects 
compared to Libya.

Many candidates could not 
compare Uganda’s climate 
with that of case study 
country-Libya.

 Help learners to compare Uganda’s climate 
with that of the case study countries and 
also compare crop farming in Libya with crop 
farming in Uganda.

 Guide learners to explain conditions that 
make establishment of irrigation projects 
inevitable while relating to different countries.

42(a) To mention any two 
raw materials the 
Europeans received 
from Americas during 
the Trans-Atlantic Trade.

Candidates failed to identify 
the raw materials, hence, 
could not mention any two 
raw materials the Europeans 
received from Americas 
during the Trans-Atlantic 
Trade.

 Use sketch map of the trade routes to explain 
the meaning of Trans-Atlantic Trade and guide 
learners to name the continents involved in 
the trade.

 Help learners identify the various items/
commodities of trade during the Trans-
Atlantic trade and categorize them according 
to the continents the items were destined for.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS
46(a) To give any one 

other example of a 
primary industry 
apart from farming.

 A section of candidates 
failed to understand the 
term ‘primary industry’, 
so they could not give 
any one other example 
of primary industry apart 
from farming.

 Guide learners to classify industries, give their 
meaning, differences and relevant examples. 
For example:

 Primary industry (farming, fishing, mining, 
lumbering), 

 Secondary industry (textile production, steel 
production, oil refinery, food processing) and

 Tertiary Industry (Banking, Insurance).

47(b) To identify the type of 
climate shown in the table.

 Many candidates failed 
to interprete the graph, 
hence could not identify 
the type of climate shown.  

 Using maps/charts/graphs, help learners to 
relate information on tables to characteristics 
of different climatic regions.

47(d) To mention one factor 
that influences the type of 
climate shown in the table

 Few candidates mentioned 
the general factors 
influencing climate instead 
of mentioning the specific 
factor.

 Guide learners to relate climate types to 
corresponding factors influencing their 
occurrence. For example: Factors that 
influence desert climate are; cold ocean 
currents and offshore winds.

49(c) To state how some wrong 
information about Africa 
made the work of the 
explorers difficult.

 Most candidates failed 
to interpret the question, 
hence, could not state how 
wrong information about 
Africa made the work of 
the explorers difficult.

 Help learners to identify the sources of 
information to the Europeans.

 Help learners to categorize the information 
about Africa as ‘accurate’ and ‘wrong’ 
and challenges resulting from the wrong 
information.

 Explain why some Africans gave the explorers 
wrong information.

 Discuss how the wrong information about 
Africa made the work of explorers difficult.

52(a) To mention any other 
two parts of the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit apart 
from love.

 Candidates had mixed 
understanding of the 
Gifts and Fruit of the Holy 
Spirit, hence a majority 
mentioned the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit instead of the 
Holy Spirit.

 With reference to the Holy Bible, discuss with 
learners terms used in relation to the Holy 
Spirit, for example, fruit, gift, power etc.

 Guide learners to understand the parts of the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit using illustrations like 
a tree with fruits named as; love, peace, joy, 
gentleness, patience, self-control, kindness, 
faithfulness and goodness.

 Guide learners to list the Gifts and parts of 
Fruit of the Holy Spirit separately in order to 
compare them.
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C. 	 INTEGRATED SCIENCE 

QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS
3. To give any one use of 

proteins in the human 
body

 Failure to give any one use 
of proteins in the human 
body.

 Candidates had responses 
like to replace body cells.

 Use different examples of foods to guide 
learners to identify different classes- of food 
and their uses in the human body.

 Create and use Science Centre to enhance 
learning about food and nutrition.

 Invite a resource person such as a nutritionist 
to speak to learners about food and nutrition.

8.  To complete the path of 
ray A as it passes through 
a given lens.

 Some candidates failed to 
complete the ray of light 
as it passes through a 
concave lens correctly. 

 Some candidates 
drew beams instead of 
completing a single ray. 
This could have been as a 
result of rote learning and 
cram work.

 Practically, teach the concept of refraction of 
light using concave and convex lenses, glass 
prisms and other media.

 Help learners to differentiate between ray and 
beams of light.

 Encourage learners to do more reading 
on light.

 Use a variety of approved textbooks and other 
references when teaching this topic.

11. To state the reason why 
the volume of water in a 
container rises when a 
stone is lowered in it.

 Failure to state the reason 
why the volume of water 
in a container rises when a 
stone is lowered in it.

 Most candidates had 
responses as “the stone is 
denser than water.”

 Demonstrate the concept of displacement of 
fluids using locally available materials such as 
mineral water bottles and straws. The use of 
Eureka Can and measuring cylinders is also 
highly encouraged.

 Guide learners to make correct observations, 
reading, recordings and conclusions.

 Help learners understand the relationship 
between the water displaced and the volume 
of the object by emphasising to them that the 
volume of the water rises because the object 
displaces the water equal to its volume.

15. To state any one way of 
conserving fossil fuels.

 Failure to state any 
one way of conserving 
fossil fuels.

 Most candidates gave 
ways of conserving wood 
fuel instead.

 Explain the meaning of fossil fuels (fuels 
got from the remains of plants and animals 
that were buried underground thousands 
of years ago). For examples crude oil, coal, 
natural gas etc.

 Explain the various energy resources and 
their sources.

 Give various ways of conserving resources 
and different fuels in the environment.

 Guide learners to carry out research on 
conservation of resources and make 
presentations in the class.

 Explain the concept of conservation and 
encourage learners to discuss and implement 
a conservation project at school or home.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS
22. To give any one condition 

that may make an electric 
bulb fail to produce light 
in a complete circuit.

 Some candidates failed 
to give any one condition 
that may make an electric 
bulb fail to give light.

 Few other candidates gave 
the causes of short circuit.

 Demonstrate the components of a simple 
circuit and explain the importance of 
each component

 Help learners to relate what is learnt in class 
to their daily life practices.

CAUTION: 

Teachers are cautioned not to expose 
learners to electrical experiments without 
guidance and supervision.

24. To mention any one 
way in which you can 
prevent some clothes 
from staining others 
during washing.

 Failure to mention any one 
way of preventing clothes 
from staining others 
during washing.

 Most candidates had 
their resposnes as “use of 
detergents.”

 Demonstrate the steps (procedure) 
for washing clothes and emphasise the 
importance of each step.

 Discuss each step as illustrated in the  
able below; 

Step Meaning Purpose How it 
is done.

1. sorting
 

 Relate what is learnt in school to what is done 
in daily practices by encouraging learners to 
practices these steps at home/school.

29. To give the reason why 
sound travels fastest in 
solids compared to other 
states of matter.

 Most candidates failed to 
give the reason why sound 
travels fastest in solids 
compared to other states 
of matter.

 A section of camdidates 
gave theor repsonses in 
form of heat instead of 
relating it to sound.

 With the help of objects, demonstrate that 
sound travels when vibrations of particles are 
transmitted to other particles.

 Using illustrations, explain to the learners the 
relationship between the speed of sound and 
arrangement of molecules in different states 
of matter.

 Use a variety of teaching methods such as 
role play and dramatization when teaching 
this topic.

33. To state the reason why 
ash is usually applied 
around the pit hole of 
a latrine.

 Failure to state the reason 
why ash is usually applied 
around the pit hole of 
a latrine. 

 Some other candidates 
had their responses as “to 
kill maggots.”

 Using locally available materials, demonstrate 
ways of cleaning and maintaining latrines.

 Discuss with learners various materials used 
in cleaning and maintaining latrines and their 
importance.

 Explain to the learners that ash is one of the 
local materials used to reduce bad smell in a 
pit latrine.

 Encourage learners to clean latrines/toilets at 
home and school.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS
41(c) To state the type of 

change that takes place 
when a fruit ripens.

 Some candidates failed 
to state the type of change 
that takes place when a 
fruit ripens. 

 Candidates stated 
chemical change isntead 
of biological change.

 Clearly explain the meaning of Biological i.e. 
any change in a living organism.

 Help them to understand that biological 
changes are not only to do with growth. 
For example, ripening of a fruit is a 
biological change.

 Use local examples to help learners 
understand different types of changes. 

44(b) To find the mass of Jjuko 
who sat 4 metres away 
from the pivot on one side 
of the sea-saw to balance 
with Okello who weighs 
40kgs and sat 2.5 metres 
on the other side.

 Failure to calculate the 
mass of the body on 
the opposite side of 
the sea-saw.  

 Some candidates mixed 
up the effort and effort 
distance with the load 
and load distance in 
their calculation of 
Jjuko’s mass.

 Use locally available machines to teach the 
principle of moments.

 Help learners to identify parts of a lever.

 Guide learners to understand that the longer 
the effort arm, the less the effort used to 
overcome/lift the load.

45(d) To give one way in which 
the structure of capillaries 
enables them to exchange 
body materials.

 Candidates failed to 
give the ways the 
structure of capillaries 
helps in exchange of 
body materials.

 Most candidates instead 
gave the characteristics 
of capillaries.

 Use clear illustrations to teach the structures 
of different blood vessels.

 Explain how the structure of blood vessels 
helps them to carry out their functions.

 Use video clips where possible to emphasize 
how different blood vessels work.

47(d) To give any one reason 
why little water was 
collected in a container 
with soil sample A (clay 
soil)

 Failure to give the reason 
why little water was 
collected in soil sample 
A (clay soil).

 Some candidates gave 
characteristics of clay soil 
without referring to the 
given information about 
the diagram.

 Using soil samples help learners to 
understand the different types of soil.

 Conduct experiments with learners on 
different types of soil to show their properties.

 Guide learners to make correct observations, 
recordings, interpretations and conclusions 
from the experiments conducted.

48(a) To state any two effects of 
chewing miraa (Khat) to 
the human body.

 Most candidates failed to 
give the effects of miraa to 
the human body.

 A section of candidates 
instead gave the effects of 
smoking to the 
human body.

 Discuss the common drugs abused in 
different communities.

 Guide learners to understand the effects of 
each of the drugs abused.

 Encourage learners to read on drugs 
commonly abused and make their reports/
presentations to the class.

 Organise role plays on effects of drugs and 
drug abuse.

 Use resource persons (counsellors, police, 
religious leaders) to talk to learners about 
drugs and drug abuse
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES ADVICE TO TEACHERS
51(d) To explain what happens 

to part S during the 
process of breathing in.

 Most candidates failed 
to explain what happens 
to part S (diaphragm) 
during the process of 
breathing in. 

 A section of candidates 
gave the function of the 
diaphragm while others 
gave functions of lungs.

  Use models to help learners understand parts 
of the respiratory system.

   Demonstrate the process of breathing using 
the model.

 Guide learners to carefully observe and 
explain what happens to the lungs and 
diaphragm during breathing.

 Encourage learners to make their own models 
for display using locally available materials.

53(b) To state any two 
characteristics of trees 
suitable for agroforestry.

 Failure to give 
characteristics of trees 
for agroforestry. 

 Some candidates gave the 
importance of agroforestry 
instead of characteristics 
of trees  for agroforestry.

 Help learners understand what is meant by 
agroforestry.

 Use excursions to expose learners to 
agroforestry practices.

 Explain the characteristics of trees suitable 
for agroforestry.

 Encourage learners to practice agroforestry at 
home and their school.

54. To write four other steps 
you will take to prepare 
salt sugar solution 
(SSS) for treating 
dehydration at home 
after washing hands.

 Candidates failed to 
write the steps for the 
preparation of SSS 
after washing hands. 

 Most candidates started 
with washing hands and 
yet it was already given. 
This could have been as 
a result of teaching this 
topic theoretically.

 Demonstrate to the learners how to make 
SSS locally. 

 Emphasise to the learners that the ratio of salt 
to sugar used depends on the quantity of SSS 
that is to be made. e.g.

   1 litre = 1:8

2 litres = 2:16

3 litres = 3:24 etc

 Emphasize to the learners the steps 
sequentially and explain the importance 
of each.

 Encourage learners to make and use SSS as 
first aid to prevent dehydration at home.
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D.	 ENGLISH

QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

1 to 5 Vocabulary: 

To fill in the blank spaces 
with suitable words.

 Some candidates 
filled the blank spaces 
with words that were 
not suitable.

 Some other 
candidates could 
not write the correct 
spelling of the words 
to be filled in.

 Guide learners to understand the parts of 
speech and how they are used in sentences, 
for example, the use of pronouns who, whose, 
whom, etc.

 Always use a dictionary to emphasize 
meaning, pronunciation and spelling of 
every word.

 Where possible, use instructional resources 
such as ICT to teach sounds of words. 

 Organize excursions to where some 
activities like brickmaking, farming, vehicle 
maintenance and baking are carried out. 

 Invite resource persons to talk more 
about some topics such as Safety on the 
Road, Occupations and Vehicle Repair and 
Maintenance.

 During lessons, engage learners in different 
spelling activities such as filling-in letters, 
jumbled letters, dictation, and spelling games. 

 Revise vocabulary taught in the 
previous classes.

6 to 15 Formation and 
Transformation of Words:

To use the correct 
forms of the words given 
in brackets to complete 
the sentences.

 Some candidates 
transformed the 
words given in 
brackets incorrectly. 

 Other candidates 
wrote the words 
incorrectly.

 Help learners to practice the  formation of 
different words from given words, for example 
from enjoy to enjoyable or enjoyment, and 
from smart to smartly or smartness.

16 and 17 Abbreviations: 

To write the short form of 
the given words.

 Failure to write the 
correct short form of 
the given words.

 Expose learners to all short forms related to 
the topics in the syllabus.

 Help learners to practice writing contractions 
with proper positioning of apostrophes and 
correct spelling.

18 and 19 Word Order:

To rearrange the 
given words to form 
a correct sentence.

 Some candidates 
arranged the words 
incorrectly.

 Other candidates 
failed to punctuate 
the sentences 
correctly.

 Others also left out (a) 
word(s) and the given 
punctuation marks in 
their responses.

 Guide learners on correct word order in 
sentence construction, for example SVO 
(Subject-Verb-Object) for declarative 
sentences.

 Help learners to identify the opening words 
among the given jumbled words.

 Encourage learners to use all the items given 
in the jumbled words.

 Give learners regular practice on sentence 
construction and punctuation.

 Guide learners to write sentences in different 
tenses and voices.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

20 and 21 Alphabetical Order:

To arrange the 
given words in 
alphabetical order.

 Some candidates 
arranged the given 
words incorrectly.

 Other candidates 
separated the closed 
compound words.

 Other candidates 
left out or added 
some words.

 Help learners to understand the skills of 
arranging words in alphabetical order.

 Encourage learners not to omit any of the 
words given or add to the ones given.

 Encourage learners not to separate closed 
compound words, for example, chalkboard to 
chalk board

22 to 24 One Word for Many:

To give one word for the 
underlined group 
of words.

 Some candidates 
gave incorrect 
single words for the 
underlined group 
of words. 

 Other candidates 
failed to spell the 
single words correctly.

 While teaching vocabulary, guide learners to 
identify other words that mean the same as 
the vocabulary.

 Emphasize the correct spelling of words.

 Encourage learners to practice completing 
cross-word puzzles.

 Integrate some vocabulary from other 
curriculum subjects, for example, dentist, 
passenger, forest, etc.

25 and 26 Homophones:

To use the given words in 
a sentence to show that 
you know the difference in 
their meaning.

 Most candidates 
constructed 
sentences that could 
not bring out clear 
meaning of the given 
pair of words.

 Other candidates 
defined the words 
instead of using them 
in context.

 Give learners the opportunity to construct 
sentences using different homophones.

 Encourage learners to use homophones in 
context instead of defining them. 

27 and 28 Number: 

To give the plural form of 
the given words.

 Some candidates 
gave incorrect 
plural forms of 
the given words.

 Teach formation of plurals of countable nouns 
in their different categories, for example those 
ending in -y, -o, and -x, as seen below: 

country-countries, mango-mangoes and 
box-boxes.

29 and 30 Opposites:

To rewrite the sentences 
giving the opposite of the 
underlined words. 

 Some candidates gave 
incorrect opposite of 
the underlined words.

 Expose learners to opposites of different 
words learnt in every topic.

 Help learners practice using opposites in 
sentences.

31 to 50 Sentence 
Transformation:

To rewrite the sentences 
as instructed in brackets.

 Some candidates 
used most of the given 
structures incorrectly.

 Teach learners structures according to their 
clusters, for example even though, although, 
though, despite, in spite of, much as and but.

 Encourage learners to practice using the 
different structures in class and outside class.
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QN WHAT WAS  REQUIRED
CANDIDATES’ 
WEAKNESSES

ADVICE TO TEACHERS

51 and 53 Comprehension 
(Continuous Texts):

To read the passage/
poem and then answer 
the questions that follow 
in full sentences.

 Most candidates used 
inappropriate tenses 
and voices.

 Some other 
candidates gave 
short responses to 
the questions, hence 
failing to follow the 
given instructions.

 There was also 
rampant omission/
addition/ interchange 
of articles and lifting 
sentences from 
the texts.

 Some candidates 
failed to suggest 
suitable titles to 
the texts.

 Give learners adequate practice on 
reading texts. 

 Guide learners to always maintain the tense 
and voice used in the question.

 Encourage learners to form their own 
questions for the texts they have read.

 Encourage learners to write their responses in 
full sentences as instructed.

 Allow learners to recite the poems given to aid 
comprehension before they answer questions 
related to them.

 Guide learners to use articles appropriately.

 Guide learners on how to extract titles 
from texts.

52 A 
and B

Comprehension 
(Non-Continuous Texts):

To study the given revision 
timetable and notice and 
answer the questions that 
follow in full sentences. 

 Some candidates 
gave short responses 
to the questions.

 Other candidates 
used wrong tenses in 
their responses.

 Others also omitted 
articles where they 
were required.

 Give learners adequate practice on 
interpretation of texts.

 Guide learners on the techniques of 
answering questions from texts.

 Guide learners to maintain the tenses as given 
in the questions.

54. Composition  
(Jumbled Story):

To rewrite the given 
sentences in the correct 
order in order to form a 
composition about Road 
Accidents.

 Some candidates 
failed to connect 
the ideas in the 
jumbled story.

 Other candidates 
wrote incomplete 
sentences.

 Most candidates 
merely used letters 
/figures instead 
of rewriting 
the sentences.

 Guide learners on the skills of composition 
writing (both guided and free writing).

 Guide learners to identify linking words that 
lead to the next sentences.

 Encourage learners to write complete 
sentences as opposed to merely using 
letters/figures.

55. Letter writing:

To write a formal letter to 
the school librarian so as 
to borrow a dictionary.

 Some candidates 
failed to follow the 
given rubric.

 Most candidates 
wrote informal 
letters instead of 
formal letters.

 Other candidates 
failed to use the 
correct tense 
appropriate for 
writing the letter.

 Guide learners on the skills of writing both 
formal and informal letters.

 Encourage learners to follow the rubric given. 

 Encourage the learners to always follow the 
tense given in the question.
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GENERAL COMMENTS
Uganda National Examinations Board appreciates teachers in their efforts to prepare learners for PLE 
every year. Many of them cover the contents of the syllabuses in time. However, others still do not prepare 
their learners adequately. 

In order to prepare learners for improved performance, the following recommendations have been made to 
teachers, Education Officers and School Management Committees:

a) Teachers should:
(i)	 use learner-centred methods of teaching to enable active learner participation. Some of these 

methods include: group work, projects, demonstrations, role plays, dramatization, excursions, and 
others. These methods help learners to understand concepts they are taught easily and also enable 
them to put what they learn into practice.

(ii)	 follow the curriculum and use textbooks approved by NCDC while preparing their schemes of work 
and lesson plans. This will help them to know the right content for a specific class and give learners 
the necessary information.

(iii)	 embrace the use of technology during teaching so as to diversify and enhance learning.

(iv)	 develop language competences in the learners across all subjects. They should encourage them 
to read and write storybooks, participate in debates, conduct spelling games and participate in 
handwriting competitions.

(v)	 use locally available materials as much as possible to enable learners relate their classroom 
experiences to real life.

(vii)	 give learners opportunity to practice answering more questions involving ‘why’, and ‘how’ 
during teaching.

(viii)	relate the primary seven class contents to topics taught in previous classes for better understanding.

b) Education officers should:
(i)	 address the knowledge gaps in teachers by regularly organising continous professional 

development sessions.

c) School Management Committees (SMC)
SMCs should ensure availability and effective use of formal and informal teaching/learning materials. 
Some of the materials in these subjects  include;

Mathematics 

	 Assorted textbooks recommended and approved textbooks by MoES and NCDC.

	 The curriculum for each class

	 Mathematical instrument sets for each child in upper primary.

	 Chalkboard drawing sets for teachers use and demonstrations.

	 Graph and square books.

	 Enough note books for pupils and teachers.
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Social Studies 

 Assorted recommended and approved textbooks.

 The curriculum for each class.

 Atlases, Globes and wall maps

 Teacher made charts.

 Ground maps.

 Resource persons.

Integrated Science

	 Assorted recommended and approved textbooks.

	 The curriculum for each class.

	 Simple assorted chemicals and apparatus such as ....

	 Real objects in the environment such as plants, insects, animals, soil, etc.

	 Teacher made charts.

	 Models 

	 Specimens  (e.g. plants ....

	 Documentaries in form of video clips

 Resource persons 

English 

 Assorted recommended and approved textbooks.

 The curriculum for each class.

 Class readers 

 Dictionaries / thesauri 

 Flash cards 

 Workbooks / cards

 Audio tapes and players

 Resource persons 



REPORT ON WORK OF CANDIDATES FOR PLE 2022 23

COMPARISON OF GOOD, AVERAGE AND WEAK 
CANDIDATES’ WORK

Mathematics 
Good candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix I)

 Neat and well laid out work.

 Proper understanding of the concept of angles on parallel lines and angles in isosceles triangle.

 Systematically worked out the question up to obtaining angle of 550 and 250 respectively.

 Correct units used.

Average candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix II)

 Neat layout of work.

 Correct working of the size of angle XYZ.

 Failure to calculate size of angle SZX.

Weak candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix III)

 Lack of knowledge on what should be done.

 Wrong calculations on each part of the question.

 Failure to comprehend what was required.

Social Studies with Religious Education 
Good candidates work shows the following points: (see Appendix IV)

 All answers to the questions are correct.

 The answers are neatly written and in clear language.

 Demonstrated understanding of the demand of the questions.

Average candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix V)

 Some of the answers to the questions are correct while others are wrong.

 Candidate had difficulty in writing correct spellings of some answers.

 Inadequate knowledge of what was required in many of the questions.

Weak candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix VI)

 Wrong answers in almost all questions.

 Lack of understanding of the questions.

 Failure to read and understand the questions.
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Integrated Science 
Good candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix VII)

 All answers to the questions are correct.

 The answers are neatly written.

 The answers are expressed in clear language.

 The candidate has good understanding about seed dispersal and respiratory system.

Average candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix VIII)

 Some answers to the questions are wrong.

 Handwriting is neat and legible.

 The candidate lacks some facts on the two topics tested in the two questions shown.

Weak candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix IX)

 All answers to the questions are wrong.

 The answers written shows lack of understanding of the questions.

 The words used in answering the questions were picked from parts of other questions.

 Failure to read and understand the questions 

English 
Good candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix X)

 The responses are correctly written.

 The responses are neatly written.

Average candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix XI)

 Some responses are not grammatically correct.

 The handwriting is legible.

 Candidate’s work has some crossings.

Weak candidate’s work shows the following points: (see Appendix XII)

 Most of the responses are incorrect.

 Candidate’s work has several crossings.

 Candidate’s work shows the candidate failed to understand what was asked.	
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APPENDICES
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Appendix I - SAMPLE WORK OF GOOD CANDIDATES (MATHEMATICS)
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Appendix II - SAMPLE WORK OF AVERAGE CANDIDATES (MATHEMATICS)
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Appendix III - SAMPLE WORK OF WEAK CANDIDATES (MATHEMATICS)
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Appendix IV - SAMPLE WORK OF GOOD CANDIDATES (SST)



REPORT ON WORK OF CANDIDATES FOR PLE 202230

Appendix V - SAMPLE WORK OF AVERAGE CANDIDATES (SST)
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Appendix VI - SAMPLE WORK OF WEAK CANDIDATES (SST)



REPORT ON WORK OF CANDIDATES FOR PLE 202232

Appendix VII - SAMPLE WORK OF GOOD CANDIDATES (INTEGRATED SCIENCE) 
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Appendix VIII - SAMPLE WORK OF AVERAGE CANDIDATES (INTEGRATED SCIENCE) 
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Appendix IX - SAMPLE WORK OF WEAK CANDIDATES (INTEGRATED SCIENCE) 
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Appendix X - SAMPLE WORK OF GOOD CANDIDATES (ENGLISH) 
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Appendix XI - SAMPLE WORK OF AVERAGE CANDIDATES (ENGLISH) 
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Appendix XII- SAMPLE WORK OF WEAK CANDIDATES (ENGLISH) 
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