S3 Holiday work

Section A

Read the poem below carefully and answer the questions that follow.



At the beginning there was a huge drop of milk.



Then Doondari came and he created the stone;



Then the stone created iron;



And iron created fire;



And fire created water;



And water created air.



Then Doondari descended the second time.



And he took the five elements



And he shaped them into man.



But man was proud.



Then Doondari created blindness and blindness defeated man.



But when worry became too proud.



Doondari created death, and death defeated worry.



But when death became too proud,



Doondari descended for the third time,



And he came as Gueno, the eternal one,



And Gueno defeated death.

Questions

1. What are “the five elements” referred to in line 8?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. What did Doondari do each time he descended?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Why did Doondari create blindness?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. Who are the losers in the poem?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5. What do these words mean as used in the poem?

a. Element:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b. Eternal:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

6. What do you think the writer implies when he says that “Gueno defeated death”?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Section B

SOYINKA WOLE:

THE LION AND THE JEWEL

Read the passage below and answer questions that follow:

Lakunle:
[retreats a little, but puts her aside with a lofty gesture.]


A Natural feeling, arising out of envy;


For as a woman, you have a smaller brain


Than mine.

Sidi:
[madder still]


Again! I’d like to know


Just what gives you these thoughts


Of manly conceit?

Lakunle:
[very, very patronising]


No, no. I have fallen for that trick before.


You can no longer draw me into arguments


Which go above your head.

Sidi:

[can’t find the right words, chocks back]


Give me the pail now. And if you ever dare


To stop me in the streets again …

Lakunle:
Now, now, Sidi …


Give it or I’ll … 

Lakunle:
[holds on to her.]


Please, don’t be angry with me.


I didn’t mean you in particular.


And anyway, it isn’t what I say.


The scientists have proved it. It’s in my books.


Women have a smaller brain than men


That’s why they are called the weaker sex.

Sidi:
[throws him off]


The weaker sex, is it?


Is it a weaker breed who pounds the yam


Or bends all day to plant the millet?


With a child strapped to her back?

Lakunle:
That is all part of what I say.


But don’t you worry. In a year or two


You will have machines which will do


Your pounding, which will grind your pepper


Without it getting in your eyes.

Sidi:



O-oh. You mean to turn


The whole world upside down.

Questions
1. a)
Who of the two people presented in the passage fits the description of a ‘jewel’?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b) Which qualities of a jewel does the person identified in (a) above have?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Briefly explain the relationship between Lakunle and Sidi as shown in this passage.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Why does Lakunle refer to women as the ‘weaker sex’?
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. What proof does he give to support his opinion that women have a smaller brain than men?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..............................................................................................................................................
4. What kind of person is Lakunle as presented in this passage?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
5. Do you admire him?
Give reasons.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
6. How does Lakunle intend to ‘turn the whole world upside down’?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
