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Instruction:	Attempt all questions.
1.	Read this passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

One of the most respected words into the vocabulary of most Americans is ‘freedom’, Americans mean the desire and the ability of individuals to control their own destiny without undue outside interference from the government, from a ruling noble class from the church, or from any other organized authority.

There is, however, a price to be paid for this individual freedom: self-reliance.  Americans believe that individuals must learn to rely on themselves or risk losing freedom.  This means achieving both financial and emotional independence from their parents as early as possible, usually by the age of 18 or 20.  It means that Americans believe they should take care of themselves, solve their own problems, and ‘stand on their feet.’

This strong belief in self-reliance is today regarded as one of the most difficult values to understand.  Americans believe that they must be self-reliant in order to keep their freedom.  If they rely too much on their families or the government or any charitable organization, they may not be free to do what they want.

Immigrants have traditionally been drawn to the United States because they believe that everyone has a chance to succeed in the U.S.  They believe that because individuals are free from excessive political, religious and social controls, they have a better chance for success.  In the early years of American history many immigrants choose to leave the older European societies, believing that they had a better chance to succeed in America than in the ‘Old country’, where their place in life was determined largely by social class into which they were born.  Their hopes were fulfilled.  The lower social class into which they were born.  Their hopes were fulfilled.  The lower class into which many were born did not prevent them from rising to a higher social position.  Because of this success, Americans came to believe strongly in equality of opportunity.

What do Americans mean when they talk of equal opportunity?  They certainly don’t mean that everyone is or should be equal.  It is amplified that each individual should have an equal chance for success.  For them, everyone should have an equal chance to enter the race and win.  

There is however a price to be paid for this equality of opportunity and the price is competition.  Americans value competition.  It is everybody’s duty to try.  Americans cherish matching their energy and intelligence against that of their more successful than other are honored by being called ‘winners’.  The pressures of competition in the fire of an American begin in childhood and continue until retirement from work.

Another compelling reason for immigrations into the U.S. had been the attraction of the incredibly abundant natural resource of that country.  It is a ‘land of plenty’ where millions of people have sought their fortunes.  Of course not every immigrant has got ‘rich overnight’, but many of them have been able to improve upon their standards of living.  Even if they were not able to achieve the economic success they desired, they have been fairly certain that their children would have the opportunity for the better life.  The phrase ‘going from rags to riches’ is a well known slogan among Americans, because of the vast riches of the U.S. many of her citizens have achieved material success; they have become attached to material things.
Why does an American attach great importance to material possessions?  A probable reason is that they are widely accepted as a measure of social status in the United States.  Material could the early settlers convert the rich natural resources living.  Wealth is therefore a clear evidence of and reward for people’s hard work.  In the 1700’s James Madison; the father of the American constitution, stated that the difference in material possessions reflected and it still does reflect a difference in personal abilities.

Question:
In not more than 135 words, write a summary of the things valued by Americans.
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2A.	Read this passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Fishing for large octopuses ranks with the greatest game-fishing in the world.  Very few people have done it.  Without a fair-sized yatch and good modern equipment it would be useless and dangerous to try.  The Michael Lerner Expedition had both, and off Peru, American big-game fisher man Lerner and his companions baited sword fish hooks, and cast them into the waters swarming with some of the most dangerous invertebrates alive – the Humboldt Current squids.

They fished at night when the squids rise to the surface.  The sea around the yatch was lit with meteor-like trails as the squids hurled to and fro in the phosphorescent waters.  Now and again the sea exploded in a soundless blaze of light as a large squid broke the surface. When the scraps of fish were thrown overboard a horde of squids rushed in to seize them.  The watchers thought uneasily of the fate of a man in the cruel sea.

Lerner and his companions caught to squids the first night.  They had bites in plenty.  They lost hooks, line and tackle.  They decided to try again the next night with different tackle and better protection from their quarry’s artillery.

When Lerner and his men net took up position at the rails, they looked like marine ghosts.  Their heads were enveloped in pillowcases, complete with eye holes, which they had donned to protect their faces from the squid’s ink.  Instead of one or two sword fish hooks, each rod was now armed with a bundle of hooks tied to a leader of the toughest steel wire obtainable.

As soon as Lerner’s bundle of baited hooks hit the water the squids rushed to seize it.  The rod whipped, the line darted to and fro, then went straight down and lay limp and still.  Then suddenly, it shot up to the surface, zigzagged for a moment, and in a final phosphorescent explosion went limp for good.  Lerner reeled in.  The extra-tough steel leader was bitten off just above the hooks.  These squids were cannibals.  As soon as one was hooked, the others swarmed in for the kill.  It made fishing difficult, but at last one was hooked and a quick lunge for the gaff brought it aboard.  It measured nine feet overall and weighed more than 100 pounds.  

That night’s fishing was an education in the rapacity of large of large squids.  Their appetite was enormous, whether for the bait and scraps thrown from the yatch, or for their own kind when hooked.  As one squid took the bait, a much larger one shot up and grabbed it.

Before it could make off with its prize one of the fishermen gaffed it and landed the two squids together.  Sometimes squids would bite lumps out of their gaffed companions.

One gaffed squid wrapped its arms tightly round the pole and chopped big pieces of woods with its beak.
	(From Kingdom of the Octopus by Frank W. Lane)

Questions:	 Answer questions 1 – 5 by selecting the best of the four choices.

2.1	The ‘Motor-like trails’ of light were caused by
A. The phosphorescence of the water
B. The lights of the yacht
C. The colour of the squids
D. The reflection of the stars

2.2	The fishermen dressed up in pillow cases because
A. They wished to frighten some of the fish away.
B. All their clothes had been destroyed the previous night
C. They needed to protect themselves from the squid’s light artillery
D. They wished to protect themselves from the heavy hooks

2.3	One of the difficulties in catching squids was that
A. Other squids ate them before the fishermen could get them on board
B. They were so strong they always broke the lines
C. Most of them weighed over 100 pounds
D. Most of them ignored the bait and attacked the yacht

2.4	A gaff is used 
A. To attract fish
B. To keep the fish away from the boat
C. To haul the fish on board
D. To hold the lines with the hooks on the end

2.5	In the last paragraph the author states that
A. Squids will only take bites out of the gaffs
B. One of the fishermen caught two fish on his lines
C. One of the fishermen caught two fish with one hook
D. The squids will try to help their companions escape from the hooks.

2B.	Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

On the second day Uchedu called together his sons and daughters and his nephew, Okonkwo.  The men brought their goatskin mats, which they sat on the floor, and the women sat on a sisal mat spread on a raised bank of earth.  Uchedu pulled gently at his beard and gnashed his teeth.  Then he began to speak, quietly and deliberately, picking his words with greater care:

‘It is Okonkwo that I primarily want to speak to.  He began.  ‘But I want all of you to note what I am going to say.  I am an old man and you are all children.  I know more about the world than any of you.  If there is any among you who thinks he knows more let him speak up.’ He paused, but no one spoke.

‘Why is Okonkwo with us today?  This is not his clan.  We are only his mother’s kinsmen.  He does not belong here.  He is an exile, condemned for seven years to live in a strange land.  And so he is bowed with grief.  But there is just one question I would like to ask him.  Can you tell me, Okonkwo, why is it that one of the commonest names we give to our children in Nnekka, or ‘Mother is supreme? We all know that a man is the head of the family land not to its mother her family.  A man belongs to his fatherland and not his motherland.  And yet we say Nnekka.. ‘Mother is supreme’.  Why is that?’

There was silence. ‘I want.’  Okonkwo replied.  ‘I do not know the answer,’ Okonkwo replied. ‘You do not know the answer? So you seed that you are a child.  You have many wives and many children..more children than I have.  You are a great man in your clan.  But you are still a child, my child. Listen to me and I shall tell you. But there is one more question I shall as you.  Why is it that when a woman dies she is take home to be buried with her own kinsmen?  She is not buried with husband’s kinsmen.  Why is that? Your mother was brought home to me and buried with my people.  Why was that?’

Okonkwo shook his head.
‘He does not know that either,’ said Uchedu, ‘and yet he is full of sorrow because he has come to live in his motherland for a few years.’ He laughed a mirthless laughter, and turned to his sons and daughters. ‘What about you? Can you answer any questions?’ they all shook their heads.

Then listen to me, he said and cleared his throat.  ‘It’s true a child belongs to his father but when a father beats his child, it seeks sympathy in his mother’s hut.  A man belongs to his fatherland when things are good and life is sweet.  But when there is sorrow and bitterness he finds refuge in the motherland.  Your mother is supreme.  Is it right that you, Okonkwo, should bring to your mother a heavy face and refuse to be comforted?  Be careful or you may displease the dead. your duty is to comfort your wives and children and take them back to your fatherland after seven years but if you allow sorrow to weigh you down and kill you, they will all die in exile,’ he paused for a long while. ‘These are now your kinsmen.’ He waved at his sons and daughters. ‘You think that you are the greatest sufferer in the world.  Do you know that men are sometimes banished for life? Do you know that men sometimes lose all their yams and even their children? I had six wives once.  I have none now except that young girl who knows not her right from her left.  Do you know how many children I have buried..children I begot in my youth and strength? Twenty –two.  I did not hang myself, and I am still alive. If you think you are the greatest sufferer in the world ask my daughter, Akueni, how many times she has borne and thrown away.  Have you not heard the song they sing when a woman dies? 
‘From whom is it well, for whom is it well?
‘There is no one for whom it is well.’
‘I have no more to say to you.’

Questions:

2.6	What reasons does Uchedu give for asking the people to take note of what he is about to say?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2.7	Why is Okonkwo staying in Uchedu’s clan?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2.8	Uchedu gives an example to teach Okonkwo to be happy where he is.  Explain the example given. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....

2.9	What warning does he give to Okonkwo?
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2.10	Why does Uchedu list the misfortunes of life?
	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3A.	For 3.1 – 3.10, Rewrite these sentences as instructed.  Do not change the meaning.

3.1	He will get a job in the ministry.  That is certain. [Rewrite beginning: This he will…………]
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.2	Pupils who are always attentive in English lessons will pass this test. [Begin: This test……..]
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.3	“Stop talking everybody”, commanded the class monitor.  [Rewrite in reported speech]
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.4	The driver was fat. He was brown too.  The policeman shot him. 
 [Join as one sentences but do not use and]
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3.5	I am afraid the meeting will have to be postponed.  There is no quorum.  [Use since]
	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.6	May be she is right, maybe she is wrong.  [Use Either………………or……………………..]
	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.7	Michael Jackson has produced many music albums.  He is the hero of every teenager.
	……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.8	Some people said that he had the gift of magic.  [Begin: It……………………………he……….]
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.9	His behavior troubles me sometimes. [Begin: I ……………………………………………………]
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3.10	There is the driver.  His lorry caught fire yesterday. [Rewrite as one sentence.]
	…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3B	For items 3.11 – 3.20, Select a suitable alternative to complete these sentences.

3.11.	The water was very……………………we couldn’t swim easily.
	A.	shallow		B.	sparse		C.	deep		D.	infectious

3.12	The defeated team left the field looking extremely………………
	A.	dejected	B.	dismantled	C.	distorted	D.	grievous

3.13	People who did not know the meaning of “fool’s day” called John a ………………………
	A.	lair		B.	layer		C.	lier		D.	liar


3.14	The doctor …………… Amelia to stay indoors.
	A.	commanded	B.	advised		C.	suggested	D.	adviced

3.15	Why do you always ………………….. my statement?
	A.	counteract	B.	counterfeit	C.	contradict	D.	contend

3.16	Anne will meet her………………this Sunday.
	A.	god mother	B.	godmother	C.	godly mother	D. good Godmother

3.17	It was his most …………….deed, to dire into the water to save the child.
	A.	heroic		B.	silly		C.	daring		D.	extraordinary

3.18	The teacher asked the weak student to have another………………….
	A.	trial		B.	trying		C.	go		D.	going

3.19	The building collapsed as it’s ……………………was weak.
	A.	bottom		B.	base		C.	floor		D.	foundation

3.20	My brother’s hopes were ……………………………………….

A. Chattered		B.	shattered	C.	chartered	D.	shuttered
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