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1. Read the following passage very carefully and answer the question that follows.
The farmers watch helplessly as the dark cloud descends on their crops. In a few hours the cloud flies off. It leaves behind nothing but the bare branches of trees and thickest stems. All that was edible is gone. The desert locust has struck. A thousand million insects have eaten the food meant for human consumption. In its wake the insect cloud leaves the threat of hunger. 
	Scientists have long known about the double life of the locust. For many generations it exists as a solitary grasshopper content to live out its short life in the area where it was born and possessing a moderate appetite. Then things change. For several reasons the females lay their eggs close together. Perhaps ideal conditions for breeding lead the female to lay more eggs than usual. Or perhaps the breeding area is reduced in size. Whatever the cause, when the young locusts hatch out they are surrounded by many thousands of other young hoppers, as they are called. Such overcrowding induces changes in appearance and behaviour. From being a dull green and brown they gradually acquire a coloration of bright red and yellow and a striking black. These are structural changes. Their legs become stronger. In marked contrast to the solitary form, the hoppers crowded together become excitable and have voracious appetites. Far from avoiding the company of their fellows they band together and such bands seek each other out to form huge groups. They begin to move in their millions. As hoppers, they migrate only a few kilometres a day. When they have shed their skin for the fifth and final time they take to the wing. They create a dark cloud, as an average swarm can contain a thousand million locusts and cover an area of 20 square kilometres. They can travel for hundreds of kilometres and consume 3,000 tonnes of vegetation a day. For the humans below the cloud is devastation in flight. 
	Once their gregarious instinct is aroused the locusts show no wish to revert to the behaviour of the solitary form. The females will lay their eggs in close proximity and the swarming behaviours pattern is repeated among the jostling hoppers. In a short life span of six months a female can lay three or four batches of on average 300 eggs. The insect cloud grows and can swarm backwards and forwards for many years.
	Scientific knowledge has developed insecticides to exterminate the swarms before they are bred or, failing that, before they fly or, failing that, while they eat. It is essential for the scientists to discover the bands of the young hoppers early and constant searches are made. Once they are discovered a bran containing B-H.C insecticide is spread in their path and this on being eaten or touched kills them. The amount of poison needed is small which helps to keep the cost of this method down. But the extensive areas that must be covered require the use of many suitably equipped vehicles such as land rovers and trucks designed for the rough terrain and this pushes the cost up. Another method is to spray the crops which are about to be eaten by the locusts. However, the crops must obviously be sprayed before the swarm arrives and so the insecticide must remain potent for several days. Such chemicals may prove to be harmful to the crops, to the animals and to man. There is another method which is safer. It is known that the swarm will stop to breed before the onset of the rainy season. The newly hatched hopes will then have a rich source of nutrition brought about by the rains. This fresh vegetation can be sprayed with powerful long-lasting insecticides and the young are killed as soon as they begin to feed. A further safe but expensive method is to spray the swarm while it is flying from aircraft. In minutes tons of locusts can be killed. The cost of all these operations must be set against the cost of having the crops destroyed and people going hungry. In a few days the swarm can eat crops worth millions of dollars and leave thousands of people contemplating the future with foreboding. 

Question:
In less than 140 words, describe the metamorphosis of locusts, the intensity of their destruction and the control measures man can adopt, according to the passage.
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2.A)  Read the following passage carefully and then answer the 	questions that follow.
We set off in the greyness of early morning for the station. At least I should know exactly to what district we were going, for I had not understood a word of the explanations given to me the day before in the dining room. The station was situated in a part of the town, which was still asleep, and it looked more like a farm station than a railway station. A sort of little toy train of six carriages was already waiting, its door invitingly open. The engine was puffing about on its own little sidings, as if gathering strength to begin the journey. Each compartment had one very narrow window in the door, and that was all. These old-fashioned wagons reminded me of the third-class carriages on the train to Perpignan in which I had travelled when I was a child.
A bell was rung to warn away any belated travellers to hurry, and the stationmaster ran out to cast a last glance up the deserted street before playing a little tune on his trumpet. The guard blew his whistle, to which the engine replied by a low groan, and off went the train. It strolled familiarly about the streets of the Piraeus for a while, friends exchanged greetings, women throw parcels to the engine driver, who also acted as carrier, then it reached the outskirts of the town and rushed wildly off at fifteen miles an hour.
What an enchanting experience this journey is from the Piraeus to Athens at sunrise! The train ran through orchards of pomegranates, and lemon and orange groves. Everywhere there were roses, fields and forests of roses. In the distance, the Acropolis stood on its mountain all gilded with the rising sun and pensive ruin here and there added poesy to the scene. Then suddenly all this vanished, as the train burrowed into the station of Athens, which smelt smoke, coal tar and fish.
After half an hour’s pause to meditate on the advantages of civilization, off we went again. The line immediately curved westward; round the sides of the blue and rose mountains, we had seen the day before from the sea, rising from the golden carpet of flowers. Here and there were pale yellow or pink houses with flat, tiled roots, standing among olive groves and vineyards. Great, dark cypresses stood up very still in the clear air. Then we reached a belt of red—trunked pine trees, which filled the air with their resinous perfumes and ever as we climbed the sea spread wider behind us.

Answer questions 2.1 to 2.5 on the question paper
2.1   Citing evidence from the passage, how long had the writer been in the 	country?
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................


2.2   “...................cast a last glance up the deserted street...............” Why was 	the street deserted?
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
2.3   What signals were given before the train set off?
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
2.4    Do you think the writer enjoyed the journey? Why?
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
2.5 Explain what the following words and phrases mean as used in the 	passage;
          (a)   invitingly
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
          (b)   strolled familiarly
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
          (c)   enchanting experience
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
          (d)   meditate on
.........................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................

2. B)     Read this passage and answer the questions that follow:
          Among the strikers there were some few who secretly went back to work. They rose every early and did not return to their homes until after nightfall. Tuemoko had recruited a group of such men, and the ‘renegades’ as he referred to them at meetings, were dealt with harshly. This collective action made the strike-breakers more wary and discouraged others from joining them, but there was, nonetheless, one case which caused considerable commotion and provoked extremely varied reactions, depending largely on the age, sex, or the particular situation of those who were involved, it was the case of Diara, the ticket collector.
         When Diara’s trial was held in the union building, the meeting hall was filled to overflowing and had lost its customary aspect-there were several women present, and this was something entirely new. Diara himself was seated at the centre of the stage, alone, and without even a table before him. His head was bowed so deeply that all that could be seen was his forehead. He seemed to have shrunk-actually to have shrivelled somehow-giving the appearance of a piece of meat that had been set out here to dry. His back was bent beneath the weight of his humiliation and his arms hung limply at his sides, grafted to his shoulders like lifeless stumps.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Seated at a table to his right were Konate, the secretary to the Bamako local council, and the regional director from Koulikoro. With them was Sadio, Diara’s son, and facing them, aligned on a bench, were the eight juries. The hall itself was so crowded that those who had been unable to find a place were jammed into the door and the windows, as they had been on the night the strike was called. But the atmosphere this night was frigid, and not a sound disturbed the silence.
Diara, the ticket collector, was accused of dynfa- a Bambara word that was seldom used any longer, but which meant nothing less than treason: betrayal of one’s own people. This was serious enough in itself, but in addition there was the fact that this was the first time that anyone there- in the hall or up on the stage had taken part in a trial. Subconsciously they were torn between the feeling of brotherhood that each of them had for the others- including the accused- and a vague memory of what was meant by the law, which they knew only from fragments of stories they had heard. Because of this conflict of emotions, they had a curious feeling of having been removed from their natural element, but the very newness of being forced to make a decision of this kind for they had sharpened their interest and their curiosity. There were some of them who realized that, for the first time, they were being called upon to play the role of a man- of their own man.

Questions
2.6 The strikers........................
A.  Secretly went back to work.
B.  rose very early and returned to their homes at nightfall.
C.  were recruited by tiemoko.
D.  felt cheated by those who went back to work.
2.7 During Diara’s trial, there was something uncommon, which one?
A.  The ‘Renegades’ were dealt with harshly.
B.  The meeting was attended by several women.
C.  The meeting hall was filled to overflowing.
D.  Diara was seated at the centre of the stage.
2.8 The phrase ‘His back was bent beneath the weight of his humiliation’ 	probably means……………………….
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A.  he was tired.
B.  he was hardworking.
C.  he was embarrassed.
D.  he was cogitating.

2.9    What made the trial so unnatural?
A.   Diara’s son was present.
B.   Diara was accused of dynfa.
C.   Diara was like their brother.
D.   Diara was a mature man.
2.10 From the above passage we learn that...............
          A.  Secretly going back to work is an evil thing to do.
          B.  During a trial, women should not be present.
          C.  Before passing a judgement, consult the elders of a village.
          D.  People who are united will always prevail.

3. A)  Re-write the following sentence according to the instructions given. Do 	not change the meaning.
3.1  Leave it out. You haven’t time for it.  (Join using: What.............)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
3.2  They failed to solve the equation.  (Use succeed)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
3.3 “Sssh! There is someone asleep in the next room, my mother told me.  (Change 	to reported speech)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
3.4 He presented the speech so impressively that the audience listened to him 	attentively. (Begin: So...................)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
3.5  I had hardly eaten. The plate was taken.  (Join into one sentence beginning 	with the underlined)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
3.6    He set the clock but it did not alarm.  (Use: off)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
3.7  I have studied in this school for four hours. In spite of this, I cannot name any    	cook. (Begin: In spite......................)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
3.8   We need to buy a new coat.  (Add a question tag)
...............................................................................................................................
3.9   If the police had not arrived in time, the thieves would have escaped. 
	(Begin: But.........)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................3.10 “You can run to the shop now”, said my mother. “By the time you return, I 	will have finished with the washing”.  (Re-write in reported speech)
...............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................

3. B)   Select the most suitable option by putting a ring round your choice.

3.11 	My stepmother told ___________ to leave the house at once.
A.  my young sister and me        	B.  my young sister and I
C.  I and my young sister             	D.  me and my young sister
3.12   She is such a difficult child that the teachers find it difficult to __________ 	 	 her.
          A.  cope up with       			B.  cope with
          C.  cope                      			D. cope up
3.13 We managed to get all the needed materials ____________ by mid-night.
A. photocopied    				B. photocopt
C. photo copied      			D. photocopyed
3.14 Jimmy managed to acquire ____________ for his graduation party.
          A.  a sleek fitting new-fashioned Indonesian party suit
          B.  a new-fashioned fitting Indonesian sleek party suit
          C.  a fitting Indonesian new-fashioned sleek part suit
          D.  a fitting new-fashioned sleek Indonesian party suit
3.15 She spoke to him ___________ to rescue their brother from heavy debts.
          A.  earnestly yesterday at the hotel
          B.  at hotel yesterday earnestly
          C.  yesterday at the hotel earnestly
          D.  earnestly at the hotel yesterday


3.16 The court has ___________ for a week.
          A.  stopped       	B.  adjourned     	C.  departed   	D.  cancelled
3.17 The drunkard was finally picked up from where he had ___________ for the 	two nights.
          A.  lay     		B.  lied    		C.  lain   		D.  laid
3.18 The guests did not enjoy the party and the hosts did not ________.
          A.  either   		B.  neither  	C.  also   		D.  too
3.19 They asked him if he had any objection __________ them to the police station.
          A.  of accompanying     		B.  to accompanying
          C.  for accompanying    		D.  to accompany
3.20  One thing was admirable about Tom. He always ___________ advice from his 	elders.
          A.  sought     	B.  seeked    	C.  sought for    	D.  seeked for

**** END ****

