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1. a) Explain the injustices against the following people during the Jahiliyyah period
i) Women 
· The state of a woman was put so low; she had no right as well as social respect. They were the worst sufferers in society 
· They were regarded as chattels
· They were deprived of their right to inheritance.
· They were inherited even by the sons of their deceased husbands
· They were married and divorced as one wished 
· Widows and divorced women were not allowed to remarry
· They were discriminated against in the matters and aspects of home life
· They were bought so as to satisfy a man’s sexual desire
· There was existence of excessive polygamy
· They had no right to participate in public affairs
· They were not accorded any freedom of speech
· They always suffered from the oppression of their greedy husbands
· Their property was always grabbed by their husbands
· They were looked at as symbols of misfortune and omen
· A woman was taken as an inferior sex not equal to man
· They suffered from female infanticide
· They were demanded and allowed by their husbands to conjugate with other men for the sake of offspring
· Step mothers and sometimes sisters were always married by the eldest son

ii) Slaves 
· They were treated by their masters inhumanly
· Masters possessed the authority of life and death over them
· They were property of their masters 
· They were not allowed to marry either amongst themselves or even with free people
· They were beasts and donkeys of their hostile masters as they did any task required by their master
· They were flogged in the open in case of failure to carry out their duties as required
· They were not allowed to exchange any social visits
· They also denied political rights
· They possessed no freedom of speech
· They lived in apathy and isolation 
· Slave women were taken as sexual objects by their masters











b) How did Islam change the position of a woman?
· The social injustices that Arab women faced show that they were in total abyss and this state warranted the coming of the prophet Muhammad (pbuh) to liberate them. He lifted their position from depth of decadence to that of respect and dignity as discussed below;
· Dowry was given to them as a right
· Unnecessary divorce of women was restricted with a good procedure that allows reconciliation
· Islam gave the right to ownership of property
· Women were allowed to work and own business
· Islam taught greatest kindness to women e.g. not torturing them through beating and overworking
· Infanticide was condemned by the Qur’an given a right to life.
· Given the right to participate in politics
· Allowed to testify (be witness)
· Islam granted them a right to inheritance
· Islam demands that a woman must consent to be married
· Given freedom of expression
· Right to bear children

2. Examine the exemplary nature of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) from his childhood throughout his messenger ship.
· He was born on the 12thRabilAwwal 570 AD to Abdallah bin Abdul Mutwalib of the Ban Hashim clan of the Qurysh tribe and Amina
· He grew up a total orphan as his mother; father and grandfather had all died by the age of eight
· He was brought up by his uncle Abu Talib
· His character and exemplary life is confirmed by the Holy Qur’an
· He was trained to be patient, kind and humble
· He always looked after other people’s animals willingly, free or not thus helpful as a youth
· He was an enterprising boy e.g. used to escort his uncle on trade trips
· He was simple, humble and extra-ordinary
· He shunned from all forms of immorality, misconduct and bad behavior
· He was polite, gentle and helpful  to the needy
· He always visited the sick and assisted wayfarers
· He was honest and trustworthy e.g. Makkans used to trust him with their treasures
· He was a trader of integrity, honesty and fairness as testified by lady Khadija and his uncle
· Even before becoming a prophet, he used to meditate and pray
· He was friendly to everybody including his enemies
· Used to pray whenever he was troubled
· He was a model family man who always helped in domestic work
· He exhibited justice in society e.g. during the reconstruction of the kaabah
· He was more concerned with ending the evils in the society
· He politely and patiently invited people to Islam
· He was tolerant to even members of other faiths
· He was a peace loving man who never carried out any revenge
· He was simple and approachable
· He loved his wives and children without discriminating 
· Always consulted his juniors


3. a) How was Abubakar elected as a caliph?
· The first problem faced by the Muslims after the death of the prophet was the election of a new leader. There had to be a head of state and delay in electing one would mean disorder and undoing of all that the prophet (pbuh) had done.
· The two big groups among muslims were the Muhajiruns (refugees from Makka) and the Ansari (helpers) 
· The Ansari gathered together at ThaqifBaniSaida, their meeting place near the house of Sa’ad bin Abada
· The talk centered around the election of a caliph; Sa’ad, the Ansari leader stood up and said that the caliph must be from among them and many voices seconded him
· One man however stood up and said, “But how about the Muhajiruns? They have perhaps a better claim”
· ‘then let there be two caliphs,’ suggested someone, ‘one from among the Ansari and the other from among the Muhajiruns’
· Abubakar was told about what was going on at this gathering and he saw the need to act quickly or else confusion would erupt again
· So taking him part of the Muhajiruns, he went to ThaqifBaniSaida.
· He addressed the gathering and said, “Both the Muhajiruns and the Ansari have done great services to Islam. But the former were the first to accept Islam. 
· They were very close to the messenger of Allah. So, O Ansari let the caliph be from among them”
· To this a man from the Khazraj tribe replied, “If you don’t want a caliph from among us, let there be two caliphs, one Ansari and the other a muhajif.”
· “That won’t work” said Abu Ubaida bin Jarrah. O Ansari, you are the people who made Islam strong , now don’t do anything that may undo your work”
· Hearing this, another man said, “O Ansari if we did anything for Islam, we did it to please Allah and His apostle. We did not thereby oblige anybody.
· Listen, the holy prophet belonged to the Qurysh tribe, the Qurysh have a greater right to fill his place. By Allah, I do not think it is right to quarrel with them over this matter. Fear Allah, and do not oppose them.”
· This speech of a man from among them silenced the Ansari. They agreed to have a muhajif as the caliph.
· So Abubakar said, “Friends, I think either Umar or Abu Ubaida should be the caliph, choose one of those two gentlemen”
· Hearing this, the two jumped on their feet, and exclaimed, “O Siddiq, how can that be? How can anyone else fill this office as long as you are among us?
· You are the top Muhajiruns; you were the companion of the holy prophet in the Thaur cave. You led prayers in his place, during his last illness, with all these qualifications; you are the fittest person to be the successor of the holy prophet.
· Hold out your hand that we may pledge loyalty to you but Abubakar did not stretch out his hand and seeing that delay might lead to the reopening of the whole question that could easily create difficulties, he himself took Abubakar’s hand and pledged loyalty.
· Others followed his example including men from all sides. Abubakar became a caliph by the general consent of the people.







b) Why did the Muslims choose him as their first caliph?
· He was the top muhajif
· He was the companion of the holy prophet in the Thaur cave
· He led prayers in the prophet’s place during his last illness
· He calmed down the muslims when the prophet (SAW) died
· He was the first male Muslim convert and second after Khadija
· He was the right hand man of the prophet
· He mobilized and participated in the burial of the prophet
· He led the Muslim envoy to Makka for pilgrimage when the prophet fell sick
· He participated in the signing of the Hudaybiyyah treaty
· 


4. Assess the role of Abdul Malik bin Marwan in the consolidation of the Umayyad caliphate.
· Abdul Malik was son of Marwan bin Hakam and became a caliph after the death of his father.
· Little is known about his early life except that he grew up in a royal family and was groomed by his father to become a leader.
· Abdul Malik double crossed Khalid bin Yazid I who was the legitimate successor after the death of Mu’awiyah II
· He inherited a caliphate full of civil wars and rebellions. However, he was able to revive the empire in the 20 years of his reign due to his wisdom and charismatic character. 
· He referred to as the ‘reformer and expansionist’ 
· During his reign, the Umayyad dynasty reached its peak and surely history has it that Abdul Malik was the second founder of the Umayyad caliphate. 
· Below is how he consolidated the Umayyad caliphate;
· He dispatched HujjajIbn Yusuf to the east to fight Abdallah bin Zubair who had declared himself caliph of Hejaz
· With the fall of Hejaz, other areas like Yemen and Yamama came under the control of Abdul Malik.
· He crushed the rebellions of the dissatisfied Shias and kharijites in Iraq.
· He Arabized the state machinery for easy administration
· He fought and defeated his enemies of Islam and threats against his administration e.g. Al Mukhtar
· He killed his cousin Amir bin Sa’ad, who had openly opposed him 
· He suppressed the Berbers in North Africa 
· He deposed the romans who created trouble and threats in the empire
· He crushed rebellions in Basra, Persia, Oman and Kabul this promoted peace in the empire
· Abdul Malik transferred his capital from Syria to Iraq as a result of the peace created
· He established administrative departments in his provinces called diwans
· He resettled men who had come from villages to towns because of subsidies in the army and made them pay taxes again
· He introduced printing and minting of Arabic currency and banned all foreign currency in the empire
· He setup a policy of that exempted Arab muslims from paying taxes except zakat
· He made Arabic the official language in the empire
· He introduced dialectical marks in Arabic orthography 
· He founded many cities e.g. Wasit  in southern Iraq
· Improved and promoted agriculture through digging canals
· He submerged swampy areas and uncultivable land was drained and cultivated
· Introduced land reforms and all people were given a right to use the land
· He established textile industries for production of clothes especially linen
· He motivated soldiers by giving them subsidies and exempting them from paying taxes
· He developed art and architecture i.e. built a number of architectural monuments e.g. Dome the Rock and Al Aqsa mosque
· He systematized and developed a regular postal service using horses to carry travellers and mails
· He developed a strong judiciary system and acted as the supreme judge overseeing the provincial judges
· He encouraged and Arabic literature and recognized great poets
· He expanded the Islamic empire to central Asian areas like Tukharistan, Bukhara, Samarqand
· He spread Islam to all areas under his influence
· He had great respect for the BaitulMaali
However, he is criticized in the following areas;
· The Arabization policy replaced all able bodied men with weak and inefficient leaders
· Suppression of Shias and kharijites and Abdallah bin Zubair further brought hatred
· Many people masqueraded around as muslims to benefit from tax exemption
· Tax exemption also brewed hatred between Arab muslims and non-Arab muslims
· He is believed to have taken alcohol once in a month and had concubines
· Too much power made him a dictator

5. Examine the administrative and economic structure of the Umayyads
Politically;
· The administration was based on hereditary rule initiated by Mu’awiyah bin Abisufuyan
· Consulting the public on general matters was nonexistent with exception with some few caliphs
· The empire was divided into provinces for effective administration e.g. Iraq, Egypt and Armenia etc.
· Each province was under a governor charged with military, political and administrative duties but answerable to the caliph
· The was also divided in to nine administrative divisions but later reduced to five i.e. military, finance, correspondence, signet and postal departments
· They had a strong standing army in charge of state security
· The army was built on the general Romans’ style which was an outstanding force by then
· The army was also divided in to two forces i.e. the navy mainly used on Syrian, Egyptian and Tunis coast and the regular army used within the caliphate
· The caliph appointed a judge who was at times entrusted with the responsibility of leading public prayers.
· Judges were recruited from learned men and were paid highly especially to deal with corruption
· The election of top leaders and provincial governors at first was not on merit but later on changed 
· The caliph was the overall controller of the administrative matters of the state
· A special police force was established to deal with criminals and this was extended to different provinces for further security and criminals would be dealt with depending on their offences
· With some caliphs, administrative orders could be made out of consultations
Economically,
· They derived their revenue from land tax, Jiziya; however, the main source was tribute and zakat
· Revenue collection was under a special officer who was directly answerable to the caliph
· Each province was responsible for its revenue and catered for its own expenditures
· War booty got through military conquests was distributed as payment to the soldiers
· They levied taxes on the goods that passed through the empire i.e. import and export duty
· Tax collected was kept in the responsible provincial treasuries
· The military, social and administrative expenses of the provinces were met by local funds of the provinces
· The surplus revenue was transferred to the central treasury at Damascus
· Unfortunately, the revenue was swindled by most Umayyad caliphs
· It was used to build central caliphate and provincial palaces 
· They practiced agriculture
· They carried out both internal and external trade

6. Discuss the contributions of Haruna Al Rashid to the progress of Muslim community during the Abbasid caliphate.
· Haroon was a son of Al-Mahad and a brother to Al-Hadi bin Al-Mahad who had inherited his father.
· He ascended to the throne after the death of his brother Al-Hadi in789AD and his reign lasted for 23years.
· Initially, Al-Mahad had chosen two princes to succeed him one after the other that is Al-Hadi and Haroon
· However, the mothers of his two sons were bitterly opposed to each other and so because of serious rivals, this hatred was inherited by their sons, and in this respect, when Ali-Hadi ascended to the throne, Haroon became his strong rival.
· Their father had designated that after the rule of Ali-Hadi, Haroon would inherit the throne, however, due to the enmity between the two, Al-Hadi tried to set aside the right of succession of his brother.
· He nominated his son Jaffar and also harassed all the supporters of Haroon. But he was unfortunate as he experienced various oppositions from the Alids in north Armenia.
· He became a victim of many dangerous diseases and died in 789AD, which gave Haroon an opportunity to ascend to the throne and become the next caliph.
· In the events that followed, Haroon proved himself to be the most illustrious commander of the Abbasids. His reign lasted for 23 years and was characterized by glory and prosperity for it witnessed the golden period of the Abbasids.
1) Al-Rashid succeeded in suppressing the remains of the Byzantine Empire which had continuously attacked the caliphate of Islam in Asia Minor. 
2) Al-Rashid also succeeded in defeating and capturing Rhodes, Tanya, Ephesus and herculean etc.
3) Haroon Al-Rashid also quelled the revolt of the Alids who had rebelled against the caliph in 787AD being led by Yahiya bin Abdallah.
4) Al-Rashid also suppressed kharijites revolt which was being led by Warid bin Tharif.
5) He also crushed though maliciously the Barmakhid family of Persia
6) The caliph also defeated Al-Rafi in northern Oxus and Ali in south and east Oxus who had rebelled and caused serious trouble in the area. 
7) He also sent Musa Ibn Yahiya to Shami where he quelled a revolt that had been instigated by poor administration in the region. 
8) The caliph also pacified the Berbers in North Africa who had begun their rebellion during the reign of Al-Hadi and had succeeded in establishing a Qaysite state led by Idris.
9) He also suppressed the Madharites and Khamasharites struggles.
10) Al-Rashid established very powerful and politically elaborated state machinery which strengthened the administration of the state.
11) He also established a strong police force and army sector which were charged with keeping and maintaining law and order, peace and security respectively.
12) He constructed and maintained a number of public works for example public towns were established and roads were built in many parts of the empire. 
13) He made Baghdad not only important as the capital city of the Abbasids but also a center of commerce, culture and learning. 
14) Haruna-Al-Rashid also took great care of the wellbeing and prosperity of each of his subjects.
15) Al-Rashid appointed a number of upright and powerful kadhi who were famous for their impartial judgment. 
16) He appointed governor and defense officials on merit.
17) He gave in a lot of wealth to the poor and needy inform of charity.
18) He carried out great development of culture during his reign and as a result he attained great reputation. 
19) There was great development of music, architecture, philosophy, grammar, science and medicine etc. This helped to strengthen the culture of Islam.
20) He provided military guards to protect the pilgrims and travellers against enemies.
21) He set up skillful judicial officials in his territory and the well paid standing army.
22) He constructed many infrastructures including mosques, canals, bridges, hospitals, schools among others.
23) Haruna Al-Rashid also facilitated well the teachers in the schools and advocated for the study of both arts and sciences.
24) Al-Rashid ordered the translation of Greek works and philosophy into the Arabic.
25) He strengthened the department of translation that was started by Al-Mansoor.
26) He made great contribution to the field of philosophy and poetry. The caliph himself was a great poet and made a number of contributions to the development of Arabic literature.
27) He established a paper manufacturing industry to ease writing.
28) He had a liberal system in which he employed non-Muslim in the administration.
29) He encouraged and facilitated students and teachers to improve on their education. 
30) He was interested in research and propagation of Islam 
31) He did not ignore expansion of the Muslim empire.
32) He introduced the vizierate (office of Persian origin).

FAILURES OF AL-RASHID
33) He failed to suppress the Shia in Egypt and the dynasty at large.
34) He failed to suppress the Umayyads in Spain and the dynasty flourished under Abdul-Rahman Al Dahl.
35) He maintained a big army which wasted a lot of state funds and declined the standards of living of people as they were taxed.
36) His system of liberal policy where he employed non-Muslims in the administration was seen by some Muslim scholars as a blow to the progress of the Muslims and Islam.
37) He claimed to have got divine authority from God made him to be called a dictator and there creating enemies against him. 

       7.  Analyze the contributions of the Abbasids in the education, science and intellectualism during their caliphate
1) The education system of the Abbasids was initially informal where children studied from their homes being taught by their parents especially fathers on the “Kalimah”. There was no specific syllabus or curriculum at that level of informal education apart from references.

2) They established elementary schools which were always near mosques and at times in real mosques. All school going children could be taken in such schools.

3) The curriculum of these schools included recitation of the Quran, study of Hadith reports of prophet Mohammed (SAW), Arabic grammar, life history of the prophet (Sirah), writing exercises etc. Students studied while coming from their homes.

4) The elementary schools attracted and admitted both boys and girls. However, on completion, it was only the boys to proceed with studies.

5) At elementary level still, education and learning were taken so seriously even by the caliphs themselves e.g. Haruna Al-Rashid would not hesitate advising teachers of their children to use force or cane them in case they did not respond positively to the instructions of the teachers.

6) Graduates of these elementary schools were not offered certificates but rather boys could simply join institutions of higher learning for their higher studies.

7) They established higher institutions of learning where the curriculum was more specialized i.e. students studied particular disciplines where ones best ability lay.

8) The curriculum at this level included philosophy medicine, astronomy, geography, history, Quran and hadith.

9) At higher institutions, boarding facilities were offered because of the advanced nature of discipline and as one of the motivation to improve education which required more time and concentration of the learners.

10) Institutions of learning together with their lecturers were always recognized by the Islamic state. In fact for one to be a lecturer in a high institution of learning had to first be confirmed by the caliph and even their pay was generally motivating.

11) Lecturers had teaching assistants whose duty was to assist their seniors through mainly conducting tutorials and discussing for students mainly helped the slow learners after the lecturer’s presentation.

12) There was no much writing or use of books at this level as a tool of preservation of knowledge instead memorization was common for example Al-Ghazal memorized about 300,000 hadith reports which even made him to win the title of the authority of Islam at the time.

13) Graduate were issued with certificates by those who taught them. Such certificates were clear indicators that the particular individual had attained a given level of education in a specialized education system.

14) There was also adult education. This was intended to cater for those persons who might have missed a chance of going through the streamed education system.

15) Adult education was only carried out in mosques where the adult learners could sit in circles around the teacher to receive knowledge from him.

16) The major curriculum of adult education included recitation of the holy Qur’an, studying hadith reports of the prophet as well as other general teachings of Islam, admission was completely free.

17)  Most of the mosques where people studied from had libraries which aided them so much in supplementing the knowledge they attained from their instructors.

18) In the end libraries led to the introduction of bookshops in different areas so as to make it easy for people to refer to them whenever need arose.

19) Deserving pupils of elementary schools of Baghdad were often rewarded by being paraded through the streets on camels while almonds were thrown at them.

20) The most prominent infrastructure for higher learning in Islam was the Baitul-Hikma founded by Al-Ma’mun. This served as a translation bureau, an academy and public library and had an observatory connected to it.

21) Observatories sprang up at this time for example the shape of the earth, astronomy, invention of the telescope, latitudes and longitudes and many others were discovered.

22) They established hospitals and training institution during this period which improved on the standards of living of the people.

23) In the field of intellectual awakening in mathematics, physics, Botany, Poetry, History, Literature and Philosophy for example Muhammad bin Musa Al-Khawarizuni was the most prominent in Mathematics, Geometry arithmetic and Algebra.

24) They established a paper manufacturing industry to ease writing especially at the time of the six sound compilation of hadith.
25) The rod was considered a necessary part of the teacher’s equipment.

26) The first real academy in Islam which made provision for the physical needs of its students and became a model for later institutions of higher learning was the Nizamiyyah founded by Nizan Al Mulk the Persian vizier of the Saljuq Sultans.

27) the regime witnessed the coming up of the distinguished scholars in the different areas of study for example Imam Shafi, Imam Ahmed bin Hambal who cultivated deep in the interpretation of the Qur’an and other branches of Islamic studies.

28) Philosophy was greatly cultivated and great philosophers like Al Kindi emerged during the Abbasid period. Philosophical ideas of Aristotle and other great Greek philosophies were translated into Arabic.

29) Medicine was also ventured in and as a result thousands of drugs and hundreds of vaccines were invented. IbnSina was one of the most celebrated doctors of the time.

30) Architecture was also developed and as a result well designed buildings could be found in major cities and some of them still exist up to date in Baghdad. 


However;
31) There was denial of further education for girls after elementary level. They were kept at home doing domestic chores like cooking and nursing children.

32) There was some level of discrimination for example children of the rich were attended to by private tutors who instructed them in religion and other fields unlike for the rest of the learners.

33) There was use of unsuitable writing materials for example papyrus although by the 3rd century, paper became available.

In conclusion, the Abbasid presented one of the most enlightened development and strong phases of Muslim leadership. It enhanced Muslims in politics military skills, commerce but above all in the field of education.

8.How did Imam Ubaidullah establish himself to the Fatimid caliphate in AD 909?
· His name was Said bin Husain but later got the title Imam Ubaidullah Al Mahad because of his steady fast attachment to performance of Islamic rituals and leading of all the Fatimid.
· He found the Fatimid dynasty in 1809 and ruled up to 934AD based in Tunisia and his dynasty was often referred to as the Ubaydiyya dynasty because it largely followed his designed principles.
· He founded the dynasty to challenge the immoral leadership of the Abbasid caliphs and he established it over a wide coverage from Tunisia to Morocco and finally Egypt which became the new capital.
· He suppressed Aghlabid and Idrisid political groups which were among the best strong holders of Islam after the decline of Abbasids in Baghdad.
· He killed his missionary commander Abdullah al Husain Al –Shii-, who helped him to contain rebel activities in the empire. He had a fear of a possible coup from him.
· He extended his rule over the whole African territory from morocco to Egypt.
· He conquered Alexandria two years later devastated the delta which became economically strategic for commerce and trade activities with other cities 
· He also monitored the commercial activities within these areas.
· He sent a new government from Kitamahb tribe to Sicily in Spain to reconcile with the rebels of IbnHatsua resulting into peace and security in the empire. 
· He maintained a strong and efficient army which enabled him to establish overall control on areas like Malta, Sardinia, Corsica, Blearier, and other islands.
· He founded a new capital Al-Mahdiyyah on the Tunisian coast and developed it with magnificent structures. 
· France which were later v fulfilled by his son Abu-Qasin Mohammed in 934 after his death. The empire was enlarged.
· Pilgrimage, Zakat which greatly deteriorated during the   last weak Abbasid caliphs.
· He promoted appointment of his officers on absolute merit which lead to the creation of an efficient and effective administration
· However much as he established himself as a revivalist, he maintained the hereditary system of kingship e.g. he named his son Abu-al-Qasin Mohammed to succeed him.
· Being a fighter, many lives were lost during his time because of embarking in an aggressive and forceful foreign policy.
· He was intolerant to his potential opponents for instance he killed Abdullah al-Hussein al-Shii who had saved him from Aghlabid.
· He died in 934 AD and was succeeded by his son Abu-al Qasin Mohammed.
· Al –Qasin continued with his father’s policy of aggression to the extent that by 934-935, he reached Southern France, took over Genoa and the coast along Calabria.
· He came back with a lot of booty and slaves. However his conquests were not permanent.

9. To what extent was Al Hakim’s hostile attitude towards the non-muslims responsible for the collapse of the Fatimid dynasty?
· He abolished the celebration of epiphany (Easter) 
· He outlawed the use of wine. This produced a hardship for both Christians who used wine in their religious rites and Jews who used it in their religious festivals.
·  Al-Hakim forced the Christians and Jews to follow ghiyar the law of differentiation.
· Heordered the Jews to wear a wooden calf necklace and Christians an iron cross.
· In public bath, the Jews were to replace the calf with a bell 
· He made women of the Al-l kitab to wear two different colored shoes, one red and one black and this remained until 1014.
· He outlawed entrance to a public bath with uncovered loins
· He prohibited women from appearing in public with uncovered faces.
· His closing of many clubs and places of entertainment.
· He ordered the Jews to wear black robes 
· He destroyed their worship places
· He also killed many Christian viziers
· He also ordered them to ride on donkeys and to display the baths of a cross in their necks.
However,
· The luxurious living and immorality like concubinage by some of the Fatimid caliphs is worthy considering in the downfall of the Fatimids. 
· The havoc created by troublesome and notorious Arab tribes of BanuHilal and Sulaym formerly residents of Najid led to downfall of the Fatimids. 
· The importation of foreign troops in the Fatimid army.
· Persistent famine and plague also deserves mention in the event of the collapse of the Fatimids. 
· The expensive expenditures of the caliphs, the empire steadily moved towards its decline.
· The over inclination of Fatimids on the Shia doctrines also undermined their long stay.
· The Sunni hated Shiite indoctrination and obliged it upon themselves to sweep such teachings away by precipitating in the collapse of the Fatimid Empire.  
· The repeated rounds of attack by the crusade movements from Europe. 
· Emergence of weak and young caliphs especially after Azizullah. Caliphs like Al-Zahir came to power at 16 years, Al-Mustansir at the age of 11 years and Zafir was only 4 year. 
· Leadership struggle between the viziers themselves and between the Fatimids and viziers affected the Fatimids leading to their collapse. 
· The secession of some provinces from the central authority also led to the empire’s fall.
· The existence of numerous revolts and rebellions also facilitated the decline of the Fatimids. 
· The vastness of the empire in the hands of weak and young caliphs 
· The rise to prominence of Selah Din. He was a Sunni Muslim who rose with the objective of replacing Shiite dominance with the Sunni autonomy. 
· Tribal prejudice that befell the army that is to say; multi ethnicity in the army led to mutinies.
· The caliphs over taxed their subordinates who had been already weakened by famine and plague.
· The role of Mongols 
· Development of nationalism in Egypt.

9 “Although sulayman never took full advantage of opportunities left to him, his reign marked the peak of ottoman grandeur” Discuss
Suleiman khan son of sultan Salim khan was the 10th sultan of the ottomans who came to power in 1520AD and left power in 1566.
Although he never took full advantage of opportunities left to him, his reign witnessed great progress and prosperity and came to be described as the magnificent reign by the writers of Islamic history. 
· His liberal policy to Christians affected the progress of Islam
· He later become a dictator because of too much power
· He spent much resource in beatifying Anatolia which drained the state treasury
· His expansionist policies turned the empire into a war fare state and increased enemity with other states

However;
1. He carried out great conquest that led to the expansion of the Ottoman Empire.
2. He had high esteem for the law;it was during his reign that the Ottoman Empire reached its climax of the law.
3. He is credited for codifying the laws of his sultanate.
4. He beautified Anatolia, the capital of the empire and other cities with great structures of mosques, schools, hospitals, palaces, bridges, etc.
5. Specifically, he designed Santa Sophia in addition to establishing a great mosque called Suleimaniyyah which proved the greatest master piece of the time. 
6. He greatly promoted Turkish culture throughout his empire.
7. A unique political aspect of constant exaltation of the monarchy and hospitable assimilative tendency were among the ingredients of this praised culture.
8. He modernized and civilized the empire by proving himself the most enduring of all the ottoman sultans.
9. He promoted education during his time and emphasized the teaching of sciences and religion imported.
10. He greatly promoted unity among the multi-racial Turkish population. 
11. He made sure that all provinces were held together by the use of the sword, nationalism triumphed, freedom of worship existed. 
12. He also fought economic evils like corruption and bribery. 
13. He appointed trust worthy officials into office and even established a special office concerned with state revenue.
14. He calmed down instability in Syria following the demise of Salim in 1520. In 1521, Suleiman signed a treaty with the Syrians.
15. He established magnificent architectural works for example he built great mosques like the mosque of Suleiman, even his own palace or court became one of the most beautiful structures of the time.
16. He revived the military glory of the empire which had greatly declined in the times of earlier caliphs. Once again the empire became a war fare state.
17. For security purposes, he installed lights all over the streets of his capital. This also added to the beauty of the empire.
18. He improved on the welfare of the people in the empire, for example he constructed beautiful residential houses for his provincial governors and ministers.
19. He also strengthened learning centers.
20. He promoted the practice and spread of Islam for example observance of Islamic rituals like fasting, prayers, Zakat.
21. He became the most prominent sultans of the ottoman as he became the most respected and feared by the subjects. 
22. He contributed to the glory and pride of the empire which made turkey become famous.
23. He signed treaties with non-Muslims giving them privileges to follow their own religious beliefs.
24. He liberated the people of Libya from the poor leadership of Johanna, a French administrator and also captured Yemen and its important port of Hodeida.

10  a) Account for the decline of the Safavids in Persia
1. The ill-fated position of the Safavids Empire was bound to make it collapse; Safavids were situated in the heart of the declining Abbasid Empire.
2. The death of the founder of the dynasty Yaqub also determined the weakness of the empire.
3. The continuous divisions and rise of sects e.g. the Shiites, Qarmattans all destabilized.
4. Lack of nationalism in the Persian land where the ruled races became resistant and attached loose loyalty that cultivated into betrayal leading to their downfall.
5. The fact that many of their rulers were intruders also undermined them. 
6. The Safavids also lacked a man of outstanding personnel, influence and charisma.
7. The lavish use of states money also led to the downfall of the Safavid.
8. Employment given to the Turkish soldiers in the long run turned into a dis service when they later worked hard towards the establishment of the ottomans empire & thus rendered loose surface to the Safavids. 
9. The radical establishment of the Safavids also facilitated its downfall.
b) Explain the effects of their rule to the later Muslim community.
1. The struggle led to the death of prominent leaders from both sides for instance Yaqub and Ismail did not survive.
2. It led to the capture of Constantinople and the Eastern part of Arabia which gave the Ottoman consideration in the Empire.
3. Iran was invaded by the Ottoman and this led to the destruction of property in Egypt and Iran.
4. The Shia doctrine under the hands of Safavid which were opposed to the Sunni beliefs worsened the situation between the Safavid and the Ottoman.
5. It created Independent rebellions in the State as the Shia sect was persuaded to rebel against the Ottoman rule taking it to be oppressive and barbaric in nature.
6. There was economic development in different parts like Iraq, Sijistan and later Turkey as the result of the Safavid who were good traders.
7. It led to the defeat of Mamuluks in Egypt as by 1514 they were already defeated band Ottoman took over the whole of Egypt.
8. It resulted into the alliance between the Mamuluks and Safavid against the Ottomans only that the Ottomans became victorious over the Mamuluks.
9. The influence of the Shia came to an end by 1516 when the Safavid in Egypt were defeated. This also brought an end to the Fatimid   groups that had reigned around Bagdad.
10. It resulted into conflicts when the prince who was given refuge by the Safavid and later claimed the throne of the Ottoman Empire.
11. It resulted into continuous conflicts between Sunniism and Shiasm that prevailed up to the present day.
12. It reduced the importance of the hajj (pilgrimage to Mecca) replacing it with pilgrimage to Shiite shrines.
13. It started the celebrating of Shiite festivals with great piety. The most significant of these was Ashura (marking the death of Husain, Ali was also venerated.
14. Developed major Education establishments, philosophy, and theology basing on Shiasm since it was now a state religion.
15. Although driven and inspired by strong religious, faith, they rapidly built the foundation of strong central secular government and administration.  
16. Under their rule, Eastern Persia became a great cultural center.
17. During this period, painting, metal works, textile and carpets reached new heights of perfecting.
18. Established parks, libraries, and mosques that amazed Europeans who had not seen anything like this before.
19. It founded the capital of Isfahan.
20. They made Isfahan become one of the World’s most elegant cities .It was also one of the largest in the whole world.
21. It created a new class of wealth religious aristocrats who owed everything to the state by use of grants of land and money.
22. They spent money to promote religion by giving grants to mosques and religious schools.
23. It led to spread of propagated Islam by bringing in scholars from Shiite to teach the new convert.
24. It made Iran a center art, architecture, poetry and philosophy. Most of them wore artists e.g. Shah Ismail was a poet.
25. It improved on trade and commerce. This was because they were located at the center of trade routes.

11. To what extent was the military superiority of European powers responsible for the collapse of the Ottoman Empire? 
Military superiority of European powers
I. The Russian attack on the Ottoman Empire forced her to sign peace agreements like the UnkierSekellessi of 1833 that later turned out to be a destruction to it. 
II. The signing of the san Stefano treaty weakened the independence of the Empire because some territories were taken by Russia.
III. The Greek revolt f 1821-1832 led to the loss of the North African territories in the Syrian question hence leading to its collapse.
IV. The British occupation of Constantinople threatened the sultan Mohammed II to sign a peace treaty in 1840 famously known as the London treaty. This also caused military weakness and threats from the British troops in Constantinople.
V. The Crimean war of 1854-1856 and its consequences weakened the empire
VI. The calling of the Berlin congress of 1878 led to the disintegration of the empire
VII. The empire was also plundered and weakened by the outbreak of world war I. in 1914-1918. This did not only affect but weakened the Ottoman Empire and consequently led to its collapse.
However to a smaller extent, other factors played a role in the collapse of the empire for example;
1. Increased power of the Christian forces in the empire this was especially during the reign of some weak sultans who doubted the loyalty of the Turkish soldiers and instead trusted more Christians and even promoted them to influential positions in the army.
2. Corruption, nepotism, and favoritism across all administrative levels from central to provincial palaces also led to the collapse of the empire.
3. Financial crisis (economic difficulties) from the state revenue due to failure of caliphs to control the entire caliphate.
4. External forces of the Europeans in order to regain their lost territories for example Serbia, Balkan states etc. Such pressure from Britain and France failed the ottoman to handle, hence their downfall was inevitable.
5. Rise and rebellions of local and provincial rulers weakened the Ottoman Empire hence its collapse.
6. Rise of nationalism where by various races and ethnic groups started advocating for self-expression in 1912.
7. Failure to carry out reforms aimed at safe guarding the empire led to the collapse of the empire.
8. The rise of the Wahhabi movement which gained support from Mecca and medina plus Iraq claiming that the sultan’s authority did not derive from God. This affected the ottomans hence causing their downfall.
9. The outbreak and effects of World War I also contributed to the downfall of the Ottoman Empire. 
10. Decline of the sultan’s power and authority too led to the collapse of the Ottoman Empire.
11. Social disorder due to influx of various people with different social background led to rural-urban migration with all its effects.
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