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Qn . Account  for the development of the tourist industry in Uganda
Approach: 
· Define the term ‘’tourist industry’’
· Describe the present situation of the tourist industry   by identifying the major  tourist attractions in Uganda.
· Draw a sketch map of Uganda showing tourist attraction sites.
· Examine the factors that have favoured   the development of the tourist industry in Uganda.
………………………………………………………………………………………………
The tourist or tourism industry   can be defined as an activity   or process which involves movement of people  from one place  or country to another  with the purpose of visiting places of interest , studying, leisure, etc.
Uganda has a great potential   to develop her tourist industry   because it has a variety   of tourist attractions . These include;-
Wild life in national game parks   and game   reserves . Such parks include;- Kidepo,Murchison, 
L. Mburo,Queen Elizabeth , Matheniko, Bokora corridor , Achwa-Lolim, Karuma,Kikagati, Katonga, etc. wild life in game parks includes lions, Giraffes, Buffaloes, Elephants, Zebras, Antelopes, etc.
Uganda has a variety of historical sites  e.g museums , forts, Kasubi tombs,  Nyero rock paintings, a variety of early stone age sites e.g. at Sango bay , in Oruchinga valley, Walasi in Mbale , Akokoro near L. Kyoga, Moroto, Magosi in Kotido, along L. George (Kazinga channel), etc.
The beautiful scenery  by the rift valley and mountains like Rwenzori , Elgon, Mufumbiro, Moroto, Napak, Ogili, Robongo, Kadam, Rom,  and many others are of great interest  to tourists.
Drainage features such as lakes,rivers, swamps, are also important tourist attractions .Such lakes include Kyoga, Victoria, Edward, Albert, L.Mburo, Mutanda, L. Bunyonyi, which is a lava-dammed lake in series. Rivers include the Nile, Kafu, Katonga, Kagera, Sezziwa, etc.
Warm sunny climate through out the year due to influence  of the equator i.e. the sun is always overhead.
Varied vegetation type e.g. equatorial rain forests like Mabira, Budongo, Malabigambo, Maramagambo and Montene and Savana vegetation.
The culture is another tourist attraction ; this covers the local dances , dressing, religion,  food, marriage rituals or ceremonies, etc.
Urban centres/ towns are also of great interest  to tourists; such towns include- Kampala, Entebbe, Jinja, etc.
A sketch map of Uganda  showing the location of major  tourist attraction sites
 




















Development of Uganda’s tourist industry  has not been a smooth operation . Its back ground is full of depressions  and booms  for instance in 1960- 1970, the industry was booming because  of the good political atmosphere  and good infrastructures .
In 1971-1979, the tourist industry experienced  a decline due to political  upheaval  during  era and uncertainty of Uganda’s image abroad. In 1980-1985, there was a slight improvement, however the period was full of wars . Some parts of the country like Luwero were not safe. From 1986-2001, the tourist industry is booming again , due to positive policies like infrastructure development , foreign exchange liberalization  and others all of which facilitates the tourist industry.
Factors which have favoured development of the tourist industry include;-
The presence of great variety of faunas  such as herbivorous  animals like elephants , zebras, antelopes, etc. Carnivorous animals  such as lions , Hyenas, cheetahs, leopards, etc.Reptiles such as snakes, crocodiles, lizards etc.There are birds such as ostriches,  woodpeckers, vultures,  and crested crane , the most attractive bird i.e the African  Grey  parrot and many others. Aquatic life such as  fish, hippos etc. These animals and birds are great attractions to tourists  and can be found in sanctuaries , gameparks or reserves like Kidepo, Murchision , queen Elizabeth, Mgahinga etc.
Uganda’s beautiful scenery  is another factor, which have favoured the development of the tourist industry. Uganda has a beautiful scenery composed of both volcanic  and block mountains . Glaciated features on such mountains  are great tourist attractions . Other sceneries are lakes such as L. Victoria (the biggest in Africa) , Kyoga, Albert, Edward, etc. Numerous rivers such as the R. Nile , Kagera, Kafu, Ktonga, Achwa, etc. Beaches such as Gaba,Resort, Lido, Garuga golf course , Botanical, Heritage park etc. The western arm of the rift valley , it also has several pleasant vegetation  types such as  the Bwindi impenetrable  forest , Mabira, Budongo, Zoka, and grassland i.e savanna.
The unique African cultures /values/ customs of the Ugandans is another  factor favouring the development of the tourist industry.Uganda has  different cultures  due to presence of a variety of tribes e.g. the Karamajong, Ganda and Nkole cultures etc. Tourists are attracted to come  and watch the Uganda culture  of dressing and language , entertainment , ceremonies and human pigment (color) which is quite different from that of the Americans and Europeans.
The good climatic conditions of the Uganda such as Equatorial , semi-arid and temperate climate on high  mountains  has also favoured  the development of the tourist industry. Areas  around L. Victoria  receive Equatorial climate /tropical to temperate due to  influence of altitude. In Northern Uganda , the climate is semi-arid . The multiplicity  of climates in one country is  a unique   feature not found in every country. Since the equator passes  through Uganda , most parts of Uganda receive enough  sunshine at all times  of the year  and this is very attractive  especially to people from cold regions  such as Britain , Ireland, Denmark, Canada and USA.
The historical sites are as another factor   favouring the development  of the tourist industry. These include;LOTETELEIT, ASURET,LWENTALE,MONIKO and NYERO rock paintings, fort include-Pakuba in Gulu; parajok and padibek in Kitgum;Karambi. Ft Grant,Ntara,Lorne in the Southwest. The Uganda museum , speke memorial in Jinja, early stone age sites at Sango hills in Masaka, Walasi in Mbale , Tanda at Mpigi, Kagadi in Bundibugyo and many others. Royal tombs such as the Kasubi tombs and Namugongo shrines, all these are major attraction sites to tourists.
The improved transport and communication network  is another factor responsible  for the development  of the tourist industry. There is construction  and rehabilitation  of roads e.g. the Kampala-Mubende road, Jinja-Mbale road,Kampala-Mbarara road, ,Kampala-Jinja-Mbale road,etc with an aim of developing tourism  and other sectors of the economy.
Communication has been improved by  allowing foreign companies  such as (MTN) mobile telephone network, Celtel etc for easy communication services.There  has been reactivation  of Airports and Airstrips  such as Entebbe international airport, Guru, Arua, Soroti and Kasese for easy transport.
Presence of good  accommodation  hotel facilities  such as at Saravo lodge, Paraa lodge, Equatorial  hotel , Moroto tourist hotel, Sheraton, Grand Imperial , Botanical beach hotel, L. Victoria Windsor hotel and many others have favoured the  development of tourist industry. Tourists are no longer afraid or exposed to poor hygiene  and shelter, characteristic of most African countries.
Introduction of tourism courses in higher institutions of learning like Makerere University has led to good management  of the tourist industry  by the trained workers. In the past, many trained tourist workers  were obtained from  neighboring Kenya and their role in promoting  tourism  through provision of quantitative  services cannot be neglected.
Government policies of liberalization  and privatization of the economy  have encouraged foreign investors  to invest in the  tourist industry e.g. Murchison fall National Park, the Madhvans invested in the  Saravo hotel etc. Liberalisation of foreign exchange  makes it easy for tourists  to move in the country since they can easily get the local currencies  from the foreign exchange bureaus in town. Such Bureaus  include, The down town  forex bureau, crane bank forex bureau, etc.
The relative political stability  and hospitality of Uganda  has also favoured the  development  of the tourist industry . Most of the game parks and game reserves  are in political stable areas . Those which are not in politically stable areas  like around mt Rwenzori , security is always provided to the tourists. There is also security provided by the local defense   personnel  on the local levels and movements by tourists can be done  day and night . Most of the Ugandan tribes  such as the Soga , Ganda and Japhadhola are hospitable  and willing to guide  and help tourists.
Advertisement of Uganda’s  tourist industry  both at local and international level through  magazines , videos, embassies  trade fairs, conferences etc. has also favoured  the development  of the tourist industry . This has improved the image of Uganda’s  tourist industry  and has consequently  attracted many  tourists  to Uganda.
Increased preservation of endangered  species such as  elephants , Mt. Gorillas, crested crane , leopards, cheetahs, parrots, etc.is another factor responsible  for the development  of the tourist industry. Conservation  of forests such as Kibale, Mabira, Bwindi, and others  is also responsible for the development  of the tourist industry.
In conclusion, Uganda has a great potential  to develop her tourist industry . Its referred to as the pearl of Africa because it practically has  everything  to develop  the industry. But development of the industry  will depend on the  preservatrion of the flora , fauna, and establishing a stable political climate  and formulating positive plans  to develop the economy  such as road construction , financial  and foreign  exchange  liberalization , privatization, etc.
Qn. Asses  the role of tourism  in the economic development of Uganda.
Approach:
· Define tourism
· Identify the tourist features  of Uganda
· Draw a sketch map of Uganda showing tourist attraction sites.
· Discuss the positive contribution of tourism  to the economic development  of Uganda
· Discuss the negative short comings  of tourism to the economic  development  of Uganda.
NB: Uganda’s tourist attraction  features  and a sketch map showing their distribution  can be seen in previous  question  discussed above.( see page 211-212)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tourism can be referred to as an activity or process which involves  movement of people  from one place or country  to another with the purpose  of visiting places  or studying  or for leisure etc.
Tourism plays several roles  in the economic development of Uganda  e.g. it is a source of foreign exchange , which can be used to develop the constants  of development such as  roads, hospitals,  schools, etc.e.g. in 1971, more than US$ 20million   was obtained from  tourism and more than 30 million US$ was earned in 1993.
The tourist industry provides  employment opportunities to many people in hotels, lodges, game  parks,  and game reserves, transporters, etc. These employees are paid  income to improve on their  standards of living . And besides the employees  form a  wide tax base  for government . The revenue of which can be used  to construct  economic infrastructures.
Tourism has played a role of conserving wildlife  for several purposes such as research , preservation of the eco-system , all of which are important  in the process  of economic development . Students of higher learning usually  carryout their research in animal behaviors  from national parks. The conserved  endangered  animal species  such as the elephants , lions, cheetahs, buffalos, are usually filmed  for commercial purposes.
Tourism is another way of  economic diversification  in addition to agriculture  and manufacturing . This creates a steady inflow  of foreign exchange  and reduces over reliance  on the low primary agricultural  productions, which is usually hit by low prices  on the world market or climate and biotic hazards.
Tourism has led to the growth of the local handcrafts industry. Wood curving , art pieces, baskets , mats,  and grass huts are highly  demanded by tourist. This arts and crafts  industry provides  employment to people  and yet in another way  of conserving  and transmitting  the local culture to the next generation  and abroad.
Tourism has led to the construction  and rehabilitation of many  economic infrastructures  such as hotels like Grand imperial, Equatorial, Botanical beach hotel  and many restaurants . Transport facilities  like roads such as Kampala-Mubende;Kampala –Jinja,Kampala-Mbarara have been rehabilitated   and these stimulate  and benefit other economic sectors like mining , transport, and agriculture as well. The hotels  and restaurants  pay revenue  to the state  and provide employment to people  and besides , they add to the physical  beauty  of the town where they are located.
Tourism has led to the current appropriate  use of land that would otherwise  be inhabitable  due to lack of rainfall , presence of tsetse flies , and general remoteness . So even the land that would be unproductive  is turned productive to the economy.
Tourism creates friendly  relations  among nations  and this has helped  to construct  schools, hospitals, roads,  and many others. Most of the non-governmental organizations  in Uganda such as DANIDA came after touring the country  and witnessing the low levels of economic  development  in that they are now here to assist  the country.
Tourism maintains the wildlife  reserves in that  the entry fee paid  by visitors  to view the wild life in game parks , game reserves  and in the wildlife centre in Entebbe is used to buy meat and other animal feeds in the parks. Its also used to pay the workers. Etc.
Tourism plays a role in balancing  economic development  in the country at large, because all corners  of Uganda  have tourist assets  e.g. In the Northeast  there is Kidepo  valley National park , in the East there is Pan –UPE , Bokora corridor , sipi falls etc in the west is Semliki National Park , Mt Rwenzori game reserve , Mufumbiro Mt, Hotsprings , etc. Such a balanced distribution , which enables the country  to  develop  as whole.
However, tourism has played  some negative  roles towards  the economic  development  of the country.
The inflow of foreign  tourists is not constant . Tourists tend to come to Uganda in big numbers during  seasons/periods  when their countries  experience winter . During summer very few come and therefore  the tourists facilities  such as hotels  are under-utilized  and this leads to high  costs of operation.
Tourism is a very delicate industry . This is because change in political  stability  and outbreak of diseases  in a country may  seriously  affect the industry. This may cause gross losses by the government and people  who invest in the  industry. For example the outbreak of cholera, Ebola, and presence of AIDS in Uganda  is a threat and has reduced  on the number of tourists  coming to Uganda.
Tourism development goes hand in hand with  promotion of bad behaviors . For example it brings in the western way of living  like clothing, religion ,  drug addiction and smoking which may  not be desirable  to Ugandans. Tourism promotes prostitution  and gambling  which may have an adverse effect  on the social and economic development  of the country.
Tourism development puts pressure  on all local resources  such as energy , water and food . It can also lead to land pollution  e.g. tourist mountain  climbers  usually abandon polythene bags  and oxygen containers  on Mt. Rwenzori  and Elgon.
Some of the tourism  assets  would be appropriately  used for other economic  activities  rather than tourism . For example the Murchison  falls , Sipi, and Bujagali  would contribute much to the economic development  if they were dammed  to provide hydro-electricity than conserving them for tourism. The rocks along hills and mountains  would better be used for quarrying and mining  for road and house construction  and for export. The vast areas of land gazetted  for game parks and game reserves  e.g. the Murchison falls National park  would encourage extensive crop  cultivation etc.
Qn. To what extent  is it justifiable  to allocate such large land areas  to National parks  and game reserves in Uganda.
Approach:
· Explain what is meant by the terms National parks and game reserves.
· Identify the National parks and game reserves of Uganda.
· Draw a sketch map of Uganda  showing the distribution/location  of National parks  and game reserves.
NB: Identify the acreage of land for each  National park  would be of an added advantage.
· Explain the need for allocation of large pieces of land to national parks  and game reserves  by considering  the benefits accrued.
· Show the Negative aspects  for such allocations  and then conclude.
………………………………………………………………………………………………
    
National parks and game reserves  are areas gazette by the government  for purposes of  conserving  flora  and fauna  and to promote tourism. In Uganda, large pieces of land  have been allocated  to National parks and game reserves .National parks include the queen Elizabeth , Kidepo valley, Rwenzori Mountains, Semuliki forest, Mt. Elgon, L.Mburo,Bwindi impenetrable ,Mgahinga. A total area of over 11,023km2 of land has been  allocated to these national parks  since 1982-1993.
Game reserves include;-Bokora corridor, pian-Upe, Achwa-Lolim, Matheniko, Kigezi,Katonga, Kikagati, Kyambura, Karuma, Bugangu and Toro game reserves. These cover a total land area  of over 9281.88km2.
NB; The sketch map  showing the location  of game parks and game reserves  can be seen  in the first question  discussed in the chapter.
The above number of national parks and game reserves  together with the total acreage  of land they cover  is enough to ascertain that indeed large land areas  has been allocated  to them. Justification  for this action  can be seen as follows.
National parks and game reserves provide  a Natural habitat  for fauna and flora. This attracts  tourists who bring in  foreign  exchange  in the country. E.g. the queen Elizabeth  National park is habitant to lions , Buffalos, Antelopes,  and birds like humming  birds, turacos, etc.
National parks and game reserves  provide employment opportunities  to people working  there e.g. the game  wardens  and game rangers. And to those who work in hotels  and lodges associated with tourism. Such people earn incomes, pay taxes to the government  and generally improve their standards  of living.
Usually , the land allocated  to national parks  and game reserves for example  Kidepo valley National park in Kotido district , are in remote areas with low rainfall. The soils there are  dominantly  Ferrasols,  and these are strongly weathered  and generally  with low fertility , in some areas there are Regosols , and these are poorly  developed soils  from loose material such as sand , all these soils cannot support crop  cultivation . Therefore allocation of such land to national parks  and game reserves is an appropriate measure , otherwise the land would be idle.
National parks and game reserves facilitate the management  of water catchment  areas as well as environmental protection, which help to reduce soil erosion and un favourable climate. The strict law governing the use of national parks like no grazing livestock in the park,bush burning, no killing of animals is a way of reducing  the chances  of soil  erosion  and at the same time  protecting the animal and plant life.
Allocating large land areas to National parks  and game reserves keeps  the animals  in their natural  habitat and this makes research regarding  animal behavior and plant’s life easier  e.g. there is an institute  of ecology  at Mweya purposely  for research . The research conducted may be the source of generating improved and qualitative  animal species  or pharmaceutical  drugs and medicines . Another example is Makerere University , which uses Kibale National park for research  purposes.
Attraction of tourists from various  countries helps to promote international relationship , this may attract foreign aid  to Uganda in very many forms. This may be inform of provision  of academic scholarships , military assistance , loans to construct roads, schools, etc. Most of the infrastructures in Uganda  were built on loans from foreign aid.
Allocation of such large lands to National parks and game reserves is justifiable because  it promotes tourism , and this promotes economic diversification. Economic diversification  would reduce over reliance  on a few economic  sectors  such as agriculture  and industrialization in the country. It would contribute to a steady  inflow of foreign  exchange in the country.
Although allocating such large land areas to national parks  and game reserves  is justifiable  as an appropriate  measure , it also has some short comings.
Some of the areas with national parks and game reserves  such as the queen Elizabeth ,Karuma stretch , Rwenzori mt,Kidepo valley National park are  remote  and subjected to insecurity  and so not visited by tourists. For example the Allied democratic  front (A.D.F) rebels in western Uganda  are a threat to tourists  in the region. Therefore such areas are idle.
People living along boundaries of National parks  and game reserves  are exposed to the  dangerous  wild animals. Lions, leopards and Hyena usually cross their boundaries and terrorize the neighboring  villages. E.g the Karamajong face lions  from the Kidepo  valley national park  as one of the problems  to their lives and cattle. Herbivorous  animals  such as elephants, zebras,  and antelopes terrorise the crop cultivators  along the outskirts  of queen Elizabeth and Murchison  falls national parks.
Wildlife overpopulation is likely to damage the environment  e.g. an increase in the’grazers’ will lead to over grazing and this will expose the soils to agents of erosion. Besides, important  flora species , which may be sources of future medicinal properties  may be grazed to extinction. This would promote health problems among the people.
The tourist industry is a very unpredictable industry. The flow of tourists is not always constant. Americans and European tourists come to Uganda  more especially when their countries are experiencing winter season. When they come in excessively big numbers , a lot of pressure is put on all the local resources  such as power, water, etc. On the other hand during the summer , very few come.All firms dealing in tourism associated  activities  begin to operate at a loss because they have to pay their workers  despite the loss  of the customers(low receipts ).The game parks and game reserves are also left idle and under utilized.
Uganda’s population is always increasing  and more land is demanded  for agriculture and settlement . Therefore allocation of such large land areas to national parks  and game reserves is an obstacle to increased food production  and better human settlement.
Lastly gazetting large land areas to National parks and game  reserves  has promoted tourism. However, tourismhas many draw backs : it has promoted the western  culture  and hence is slowly  but surely  displacing  the indigenous cultures. It has promoted drug abuse, prostitution, gambling and indecent dressing which are desirable in the Ugandan cultures.
In conclusion, to a big extent , the allocation of large land areas to national parks and game reserves is justifiable. It leads to environmental  conservation  and increased inflow of foreign exchange  and other benefits.. However it has some draw backs.
Qn.a) Draw a map of Uganda  showing the location  of national parks  and game reserves.
      b) Discuss the contribution of National parks and game reserves  to the economic development of Uganda.
Approach 
a) -  Define the terms: National parks and game reserves.
· Identify the national parks and game reserves in Uganda.
· Draw a sketch map of Uganda showing the location of National parks and Game reserves.
b) – Explain the positive importance of National parks and game reserves.
· Explain the negative , importance (draw backs) of national parks and game reserves.
NB: For part (b) of the question , refer to page  217-218.
Qn:  a) Giving specific examples  discuss the obstacles , which have hindered  the development  of the tourist industry in Uganda.
 b)Suggest the possible measures  to address the above obstacles.
Approach :
a) – Define  the term ‘’tourist industry.’’
· Identify the basis of Uganda’s  tourist industry i.e tourist attractions.
· Draw a sketch map of Uganda showing the location  of the tourist attractions.
NB: For the first (3)  steps above, refer to page 211-212.
· Explain the problems facing the tourist industry –giving specific examples .
b) Suggest possible solutions  to problems facing  the tourist industry . These couls be the measures  taken to develop  the tourist industry.

PROBLEMS  FACED  BY  THE  TOURISM   INDUSTRY

There are many obstacles which have hindered  the development of the tourist industry  these include:- poaching of animals and birds  from national parks , game reserves  and sanctuaries e.g buffalos, zebras,  and antelopes  from the queen Elizabeth  are hunted and killed foe food. Elephants are killed to provide ivory , lions and leopards are killed  for their precious hides and skins . Poaching is driving some animals and bird species  to extinction e.g. the white rhinos , cheetahs, parrots,  crested crane, peacocks, etc.
The increase in human population  is a threat to the tourist industry  . More land is demanded  for agriculture and settlement . National parks and game reserves  are being encroached upon e.g. Kibale forest game reserve  was encroached upon by the bakiga migrants from Kigezi. The Karamajong  for grazing their livestock  use Kidepo valley National park.
Political instability is another obstacle  to the development of the tourist industry. The 1971-1985 political instabilities prevented long term investment in the tourist industry. Many tourist assets such as the Nile-hotel , imperial and others  were used to serve other purposes. Many areas with tourist attractions  such as Masaka , Kotido were insecure and tourists  couldn’t go there easily.
Stiff competition  from neighbouring countries  such as Kenya and Tanzania is an obstacle  to development of Uganda’s tourist industry e.g. the biggest number of wild animals  especially the wild beast , giraffes, and buffalos are found along the Serengeti plains in Tanzania The number of lions in the Tsavo National park of Kenya outnumbers  the lions in the queen Elizabeth National park. eKenya and Tanzania are on the coast  with better beaches , harbors  and hotels. On the other hand , Uganda is land locked country , politically stable  and has the same animal species  as those with her neighbours .Tourists therefore are more attracted to Uganda’s neighbouring countries.
The tourist industry faces a problem of lack of capital  to set up infrastructures like roads, hotels, lodges,  and to support national parks  and wildlife management . Many of the national parks  such as the Kidepo valley , Kigezi are in remote areas  with poor tourist  services. This reduces the number of tourists.
The local people are not interested and appreciative of tourist attractions. They rarely  visit game parks  and when they do so , they end up poaching the animals. Wildlife is seen as a danger  to the local people  and many are killed. Stray Gorillas  from Mgahinga forest reserves  are usually killed by the Bakiga because they destroy their crops. Over 25 elephants  from the Murchison  falls national park  settled in Luwero district . These may be killed  by the residents  of the district.
Inadequate local and international publicity  which makes tourists unaware  of the existing parks , reserves and sanctuaries  and their associated flora and fauna. Uganda  has just undertaken liberation policies in television and radio broadcasting services and yet these  are important tools of publicity.
The flow of tourists in the country is unstable. In some seasons, the in-flow is great and in others its very limited. This brings up high costs of operation in the tourist industry. It generally undermines comprehensive planning  for the tourist industry  hence an obstacle  to its development.
Lack of adequate skilled manpower  to handle and manage  the tourist industry. Tourism as a course , has just been introduced at Makerere university , otherwise Uganda was mainly basing on imported man power  from Kenya and Tanzania  to manage her tourist industry. This was quite expensive  and unreliable.Hotels ,lodges and restaurant services  deteriorated  due to lack of skilled manpower and entrepreneurs.
Pests and diseases also affect the development of the tourist industry e.g. the waters of some lakes like Mburo are contaminated  by bilhazia . Most of the game parks and game reserves like Kidepo valley , Murchison , Mt.Elgon etc.are infested with tsetse flies . The outbreak of epidemics like cholera, Ebola and the presence of HIV are a scarce  to the tourists. Very  few  are willing  to come due to fear of such diseases.
Poor hospitability in some areas with  tourist attractions. For example in Karamajong , tourists , local guides and game rangers  are seen as intruders  by the Karamajong  worriers  and the game wardens  of Kidepo  valley National park  and Bokora corridor  game reserve.
Lastly, the low economic levels of most Ugandans dictates that tourism  should be looked  at as a wastage  of resources. Many people are too poor to afford the basic necessities of life , such people cannot spend  a coin on tourism . In fact they would be glad if poaching is legalized  because the wild game would provide dinner  and supper everyday.
The possible solutions to the obstacles affecting the development of the tourist industry  include;-
Eradication of poaching and uncontrolled game cropping through setting up  well equipped anti-poaching squads. Game parks and reserves should enroll enough game  wardens  and rangers for better supervision of the parks.
Gazetting of more national parks  and game reserves so as to increase on the number of parks and game reservese.g. the recent gazette  parks of Mgshinga , Kabale and Rwenzori. Stray animals should be driven  back to game reserves  and national parks.
Attracting private and competiting  firms both local and foreign  to put up and manage  tourist facilities  such as hotels, lodges,  restaurants  and others through sounding  economic policies like tax concessions , holidays, loans etc. For example the Mweya safari  lodge has been over taken by foreigners  for better management.
Prevention of settlement and agricultural encroachment  in the game parks e.g. the Bakiga  who settled in the Kibale forest  reserves  have been resettled  else where and the area  is now gazette  as a national park.
Increase the level of advertisement both locally and internationally.
Bronchures , T. shirts, magazines and stickers  should be used for advertisement . local wildlife firms  should be broad casted on the local televisions  and international televisions  such as the cable news network (CNN) , Skynet, Discovery, etc. this will attract  more tourists.
Educating people about the values of wildlife  and tourism  through seminars , workshops  and mass media. Because the success of tourism partly  depend upon the moral , spiritual and economic  support  of the local people.
Restoration of national security  through positive policies . Wars should be reduced  and democracy should be advocated for. Local security should be strengthened   through training and arming the local defense  personnel. Tourists should be given armed  escorts  when going to insecure places.
Training of more man-power both locally and more abroad  for better management of the  tourist industry. Tourism courses have been introduced  in some tertiary institution such as Makerere university for this purpose.
Local tourists should be attracted  so that the industry can work  throughout the year. This can be done through giving them  subsidies  such as less payment on entry to game parks etc. Encouragement of tourism clubs  in schools would be attracting local tourists  from the grass roots.
Improvement in the accessibility to areas of tourist attractions roads and air transport  should be improved upon. Enough airstrips  should be constructed in all game parks  and game reserves. Tour operation services should be revived  to provide efficient  road and air transport.
Privatization would also be a better solution  to most of the obstacles affecting  the development of the tourist industry. It would bring in better entrepreneurs  and managers with high levels  of developmental capital  and ideas. And would pay a lot of taxes  to the government etc.
Qn. ‘’Uganda a holiday paradise, combines all the most understanding  attractions of the great African continent’’.
(Source : welcome to Uganda : The landshine! Tours and travels Ltd)
With reference to specific examples , justify this statement.
Approach :
The question requires a student to support the statement  that Uganda is indeed a holiday paradise , combining all the most  outstanding attractions  of the great African continent . Therefore , the student should explain  or identify the most outstanding attractions  of the great African continent e.g. wildlife, beautiful scenarios, climate, cultures, etc.
The student should identify the tourists’ attractions of Uganda similar  to those in the great  African continent; and should show them the sketch map . Such attractions include –beautiful climate, wildlife (Fauna and Flora) drainage features ,mountain scenarios, cultures, vegetation, historical sites, etc.
Should make a conclusion.
NB: A look at the previously discussed questions  can provide the information  with specific examples  in detail . See page 211-212.
Qn. Examine the problems affecting the development of the tourist industry  in Uganda.
Approach :
Students should identify major tourist attractions  in Uganda , describe their geographical  location  with use of a sketch map. Explain the state of the tourist industry  in Uganda.
Explain the problems affecting  development  of the tourist industry.
NOTE: Cross check the previous discussions  for detailed information , otherwise what is written  below is simply  a guideline. ( see page 220-221)
Major tourist attractions include:-
· Wildlife in National parks . Landscapes with beautiful sceneries e.g. mountains, rift valleys, etc.
· Climate such as equatorial ,Modified Equatorial, Tropical.
· Vegetation such as forests, savannah grassland, Montane vegetation etc.
· Historical sites such as Bigobyamugenyi , Sango hill, etc.
· Drainage features  such as lakes rivers, wetlands, etc.
· Various cultures  such as for Baganda, Bakiga, Karamajong, etc.
NB: Cross check on page 212  for sketch map showing tourist attraction sites.
There has been a remarkable positive improvement  in the tourist industry since 1985 onwards. The number of tourists  has risen over twice  as well as the proportional  contribution  of the tourist industry  in foreign exchange terms.
Despite the above developments , the tourist industry has not realized  its full potential  due to various problems.

Political instability . Uganda has a poor international reputation  due to wars e.g. western  and northern Uganda has for a long time been experiencing  wars. These limit the inflow  of tourists in the country.

Poor maintenance and management of  important historical sites  of tourism importance  for example Bigobyamugenyi, sir Samuel Baker  Fort at Patiko , Kasubi tombs etc.

Inaccessibility/ remoteness  of some centres of tourist  attractions e.g. Semliki , Bwindi, Kidepo, valley national park , Ssese island, etc.

Poor/low levels of tourism  sector management  skills  i.e. low levels of tour packages, language problems etc.

Poor infrastructural establishment  e.g. roads, airtransport, railway transport, etc.

The tourist industry is inadequately  developed i.e. poorly equipped hotels , lodges, restaurants etc. Tourists  are usually  uncomfortable  of such poor accommodation facilities.

Poaching of wild animals which has led to extermination of valuable  and rare species  like Rhinos , Leopards  etc.

Encroachment on gazette National parks  and game reserves e.g. Kibale  forest national  park was encroached upon  by the Bakiga migrants  from Kigezi. Poorly  advertised  tourist industry , which may not  enable  the potential  tourists to know in  advance what Uganda can provide.

Existence of similar flora and fauna  species  in the neighboring countries  e.g E. Africa,thus limiting the number of tourists  to Uganda relative  to Kenya and Tanzania.
Uganda being a landlocked country stands  at a disadvantage  as compared to Kenya  and Tanzania , which have a coastline . More tourists to go to Kenya  and Tanzania than Uganda because of this factor.

The inflow of tourists is seasonal . They normally come when their countries are experiencing winter . Fluctuations in the economic conditions  of the countries where  tourists come from  may affect the tourism  sector adversely.

The long distance from the sources  of tourists especially  from Europe , USA, Australia, and others limits  the number of tourists in Uganda.

Presence of killer diseases like AIDS, ebola, cholera, malaria and others  scare away tourists.

Hostility of some tribes such as the Karamajong  is a threat to tourists  and their guides  like game  wardens etc.

There is limited capital to develop  the tourist industry  by establishing infrastructures  like roads, hotels, restaurants , etc.

There is poor tourist domestic market  due to lack of interest  or poverty.

Conversion of tourist  attraction  assets  into other forms of land  use e.g. construction of dams  at the Rippon falls, Bujagali falls, etc.

Pests and diseases such as the tsetse flies in the Queen Elizabeth National Park  affect the wildlife and tourists . They cause Nagana to Buffaloes   and sleeping sickness to man.

NB: The student should explain and illustrate  the above points  with use of relevant examples.







 
