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Almost Irrelevant Essay:



Very poor, hopeless, poor interpretation. Communication is basic.
06 � 09:
Just to the Point Essay:
Borderline, poor essay, Scanty/ few points, communication and arguments remain basic.
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Generalised/�O� level type of Essay:

Points are not well explained/mere outline/narrative, 

No stand point where required

Essay has mixed points/ideas

No reflection of the right time frame
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Fairly Good Essay:



There is correct interpretation of the question



Clear stand point where required



At least half of the expected facts/points



No logical sequence in presentation
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Good Essay:



There is correct interpretation of the question



Clear stand point where required



Well-developed arguments

Good coverage of expected points. At least 2/3

Correct reflection of the time frame

19 � 21
Very Good Essay:


There is correct interpretation of the question



Good analysis, quality reasoning, good flow of ideas

Adequate and specific examples given

Correct and specific time frame reflected

A wide range of coverage of expected facts/points. At least ¾

A clear stand point where required

22 � 25:
Excellent Essay.


There is correct interpretation of the question reflected

Work well analysed in a systematic and logical way with chronological flow of facts

Wide coverage of expected points/facts where almost all points and beyond are covered

High level of originality, creativity and consistence.

 Clear stand point where required

High level of communication
Qn 1. How far was the calling of the Estates general assembly responsible for the outbreak of the French revolution of 1789?

Preamble: Candidates are required to analyse the extent to which the Estates general assembly was responsible for out outbreak of the French revolution of 1789 vis-à-vis other factors.

A clear stand point is required.

Core:In 1789 the French masses rose against their government and instituted many changes in the French society that came to be known as the French revolution of 1789. This revolution was due to the calling of the Estates general assembly which was the national parliament of France as explained below;
· It led to declaration of the national assembly when the delegates failed to agree on the sitting arrangement. This marked the real beginning of the revolution.

· It divided the members of the privileged class e.g. while the clergy wished to reduce the privileges of the nobles, the nobles also wished to reduce those of the clergy. The lesser nobility attacked the privileges of the greater nobility but wished to maintain their own. Likewise, the parish priests attacked the privileges of their supervisors i.e. the bishops and cardinals.
· It made the third estate to become more the determined

· Led to mistreatment of delegates of the third estate which fomented more discontent that made the revolution inevitable eg the first and second estates were allowed immediate entry into the assembly hall while the third estate kept waiting outside.
· It further exposed the King Louis�s weakness when he failed to handle the issue of the sitting arrangement and instead insisted on the old procedure 

· It bound members of the third estate together. This is evidenced in the commonality of their grievances unlike the first and second estates

· It led to the emergency prominent personalities like Count Mirabeau who spear headed the revolution.

· It showed the third estate that the king and the other states were not ready for change as evidenced in their insistence on the estates sitting separately.This made them to adopt a revolutionary character
Others.

· Weakness of King Louis XVI

· Influence and character of Queen Marie Antoinette. E.g. she wasvery extravagant, wrongly advised the husband, unsympathetic to suffering masses etc.

· Despotic leadership of the ancient regime which bred discontent
· Lack of a functional parliament since 1614 therefore the masses had no ways of expressing their grievances which had accumulated over the years.
· Bankruptcy of the French crown which worsened the suffering of the masses
· Social class discrimination in the French society

· The influence of England e.g. there was a functional parliament, constitution
· The American war of independence which enlightened the French soldiers about democracy and drained the French treasury
· Influence of philosophers and encyclopaedists

· Grievances of the soldiers

· The Social-Economic crisis of 1888 -89 e.g. there was a high rate of inflation and unemployment throughout the country. The bad weather of 1789 i.e. severe winter and hailstone also contributed to poor harvests leading to high prices of corn and wide spread starvation.
· Lack of support from the army/Grievances of the soldiers. By 1789, the French army that ought to have given vital support to the despotic bourbon monarchy had become unreliable e.g. it sided with the masses instead of protecting the government.
Mark as a whole 25 Mark
Qn 2. Examine the causes and consequences of the European coalitions against France between 1792 and 1814.

Preamble: Candidates expected to clearly explain the causes and consequences of European coalitions against France between 1792 and 1814.

Core: Between 1792 and 1814, European countries formed coalitions against France ie the; 1st (1792), 2nd (1798), 3rd(1805) and 4th (1813) coalitions. These coalitions were due to the following;

· Outbreak of the French revolution which was a threat to other European states especially the despotic ones like Austria, Prussia and Russia. These wanted to defeat France and stop the spread of revolutionary ideas
· The civil constitution of the clergy which annoyed catholic states like Austria

· The guillotining of King Louis XVI which annoyed other European monarchs. It was looked at as a barbaric act
· Establishment of a republican form of government which did not augur well with the predominantly monarchical Europe at that time.
· The determination by the French revolutionaries to export the ideas of the revolution (liberty equality and fraternity at all costs. �War with the kings and peace with the people� This made other countries to form a coalition against France in 1792. 

· The influx of émigrés to neighbouring states like Austria and Prussia. These sought assistance of these countries so as to fight France.

· The rise of Napoleon Bonaparte who was too ambitious e.g. he wanted to control the whole of Europe. This made France to clash other countries of Europe.
· Imprisonment of the Pope which aroused resentment especially from catholic states like Austria

· The continental system which caused a lot of suffering on the European continent

· The Moscow campaign which left France under Napoleon I greatly weakened. This encouraged them to come together.

· Napoleon 1�s dynastic policy which aroused nationalistic feelings among the conquered states e.g. he appointed his friends and relatives as rulers in different states of Europe.
· The rise of political clubs with conflicting opinions on how to suppress the enemies of the revolution e.g. the Jacobins, Girondins and Feuillants.

· France was a threat to Britain�s economic interests

· The rise of nationalism on the European continent which collided with French imperialism.
· The rise of war mongers in France. These wanted with other countries
Consequences

· The defeat of Napoleon I and France in 1814. Napoleon who had disturbed European peace for long was finally defeated by the 4th coalition at water loo and exiled to the Island of Elba. He escaped from there and ruled for 100 days but it was the same coalition that was mobilised and defeated him.
· The coalitions led to end of the 1stFrench empire. The French empire that been set by Napoleon came to an end
· Formation of the Vienna settlement which ushered in an era of diplomacy. After defeating France under Napoleon, European leaders met at Vienna to discuss the future of Europe after the Napoleonic wars. 
· Formation of the Quadruple alliance which remained in existence even after the defeat of Napoleon. 
· European countries remained suspicious of revolutionary France even after her defeat. This was because she had disturbed them so much.

· Restoration of leaders who had been overthrown by either Napoleonic or French revolutionary wars e.g. the Bourbons in France, Spain and Naples, the Pope in Rome and the Papal Statesetc.
· Loss of life of both the coalition members and France in the wars
· Destruction of property.
· It contributed to the reign of terror in France as the revolutionary government ended up arresting people they thought that were against the revolution. French forces didn�t perform well in the initial stages of the war.
· The wars disrupted trade on the European continent

· The coalitions caused instability on the European continent

Mark as a whole 25 Marks
Qn 3. �Prince Metternich was a source of instability on the European continent between 1815 and 1848� Discuss

Preamble: Candidates are required to clearly explain the degree to which Prince Metternich caused instability vis-à-vis how he ensured peace.

A clear stand point is required.

Core: Metternich was born in 1773 to a noble family at Coblenz in the Hapsburg Empire. He rose to power first as the foreign minister and later as the chancellor of Austria a position he used to influence European affairs. However he caused instability as explained below;

· He putharsh fiscal policies which kept people in the Austrian empire poor. This caused a lot of suffering which resulted into resentment thus instability.
· He was a dictator which also caused discontent that made people to rise up hence instability e.g. the 1830 and 48 revolutions in Europe were partly a result of Metternich�s dictatorship
· He supported the idea of restoration of legitimate leaders some whom were the worst that Europe had ever seen. This caused instability as people rebelled against them e.g. Louis XVI in France, Ferdinand I and Ferdinand II etc.

· His selfish interests led to collapse of the Congress system which gave way to instability.
· He promoted foreign domination of the small states at Vienna eg Austria got many of the Italian and Germany states which caused instability as those states struggled for their independence.

· He influenced formation of buffer states. This caused instability at a later stage e.g. the Belgian revolution of 1830 which undermined European peace
· The strict spy network later caused discontent that let to up uprisings which undermined European peace e.g. the 1848 revolutions in Austrian empire.
Others

· Mobilised European leaders to defeat Napoleon which helped to restore peace on the continent.

· Influenced the restoration of legitimate leaders who helped to suppress the forces of change and ensured that peace prevailed.

· He carried out strict press censorship throughout the Austrian empire. This enabled him to suppress revolutionary forces that could have caused instability in the Hapsburg Empire.
· He reduced intellectual influence in the Austrian empire that would have been instrumental in inciting liberal and nationalistic uprisings.
· Metternich also put in place the most efficient and well-coordinated spy network ever known in history. This enabled him to suppress liberal forces that would have caused instability in Europe.
· Metternich centralized the postal system which also enabled to suppress liberal and nationalistic forces hence peace on the European continent

· He set up strict immigration laws throughout the Austrian empire. E.g. Officers in charge were put at different boarder points to monitor unauthorized movements and all strangers had to be properly checked before entering Austria. This enabled him to avoid foreign influence that would have caused unrest.
· He prohibited publication of parliamentary debates. This helped to keep people in Austrian empire ignorant of what was going on hence peace.
· He set up strict fiscal policies to suppress liberalism and nationalism. Eg. He deliberately over taxed people which kept peoplepoor and unable to finance revolutions hence peace.
· He banned academic liberalism at the University of Vienna and other higher institutions of learning throughout the Hapsburg Empire. E.g. lecturers and teachers had to take oaths of allegiance to the government, banned the teaching of liberal subjects like Philosophy, political science, history and literature hence peace
· He allied with the pope and the Catholic Church. Because of the church support, therefore he was able to maintain the integrity of the Austrian empire until 1848 hence peace on the European continent.
· He formed a strong army that he used to suppress liberal and nationalistic forces in the Austrian empire and other parts of Europe hence peace eg. In Spain and Naples following the Troppau protocol.
· Through divide and rule method, Metternich was able to contain the spread of liberal and nationalistic forces in central Europe and in the various subject states of Austria in that they couldn�t come up with organized movements that could have destabilized Europe between 1815 and 1848.
· He convinced Tsar Alexander I of Russia and he abandoned his support for liberal revolutions in Europe hence peace. 
· Metternich advocated for internationalism and use of diplomacy in resolving international conflicts which gave birth to the congress system or concert of Europe that tried to maintain peace between 1818 and 1839. 

· Metternich also strengthened the Austrian empire which was vulnerable to ideas of liberalism and nationalism. It was expanded and protected from the forces of change until he was overthrown in 1848.
· Metternich also sought co-operation of the other European leaders which led to formation of the quadruple alliance that helped to ensure peace on the European continent
Mark as a whole 25 Marks
Qn 4. To what extent were the interests of the great powers responsible for the outbreak of the Crimean war 1854-56?

Preamble: Candidates are required to analyse the role played by the great powers in the outbreak of the Crimean war Vis avis other factors.

A clear stand point is required.

Core: The Crimean war broke out in 1854 between Russia and Turkey but Britain, France later the Italian state of Piedmont joined on the side of Turkey. This war was a result of the interests of the great powers as explained below.

· The need to protect the holy places by Russia and France

· The need to attain glory by France under Napoleon III

· Russia�s desire to see the collapse of the Ottoman empire
· Britain�s desire to protect her economic interests in Mediterranean and the Far East. Such interests were being threatened by Russia�s expansionist policies to the Balkan region of the Ottoman Empire.

· France�s desire to revenge on Russia for her defeat in the 1812 Moscow campaign

· Frances desire to teach Russia under Tsar Nicholas I a lesson for having failed to address Napoleon as a Emperor.
· The desire by France to achieve foreign glory and revive her military tradition also contributed to the outbreak of the Crimean war. 

· The need to protect the integrity of the Ottoman Empire. Eg Britain, France. This integrity was being threatened by Russia.
Others

· The Russian occupation of Moldavia and Walachia 

· Russia�s destruction of Turkish fleet at Sinope sparked off the war. 

· The growing weakness of Turkey 

· There were no strong states men to contain the conflict that drove the European powers into war. 

· The outbreak of the 1848 revolutions in Europe which weakened the central European states of Austria and Prussia and gave Russia and France chance to pursue unrestrained foreign policy. 

· Public opinion in Britain and France which favoured war

· The Tsar Nicholas I of Russia took it for granted that Turkey being a Moslem country wouldn�t get allies. 

· European phobia against Russia by mainly Britain and France also led to the Crimean war. 

· The formation of the Anglo-French alliance also precipitated the war. 
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Qn. 5 �The unification of Germany was achieved through diplomacy� Discuss

· Modification of the Prussian army 

· Strengthening of the Prussian economy

· Strengthening of the Zollverein (customs union) which made the various Germany states to begin thinking in terms of national unity.

· Bismarck�s encouragement of King William I which made him to abandon the scheme of resignation

· Acquisition of foreign support e.g. Bismarck convinced countries like France, Italy and Russia to remain neutral in the event of the Austro-Prussian war.

· The southern Germany states were convinced to join the northern ones. Bismarck instilled in them a fear that they risked being taken over by France. 

· Intensification of mobilisation of the masses
Other factors (Use of force)

· Elimination of liberal influence in Prussian affairs. The liberals were exiled, imprisoned, dismissed from public service etc.
· The taxes were forcefully collected disregarding parliament. This money was used to strengthen the Prussian army.

· The war against Denmark which led to liberation of Schleswig.

· The war against Austria (The Austro-Prussian war of 1866) which led to liberation of Holstein.

· The annexation of the northern states of Hanover and Saxony that had sided with Austria in the Austro-Prussian war was done forcefully by Bismarck.

· The Franco Prussian war which marked the final unification of Germany. France was badly defeated and the Germany Empire was declared at Versailles in the Hall of mirrors.
Mark as a whole 25 Marks
Qn 6. Assess the impact of the disintegration of Turkish Empire on Europe up to 1814.

Preamble: In the beginning parts of the 19th century, the formerly big and powerful Turkish Empire started disintegrating as states started rebelling and breaking away e.g. Serbia, Greece etc. The disintegration of the Ottoman Empirehad far reaching impact on Europe as explained below:
· The Serbian revolt

· It resulted into the Greek war of independence which affected European peace. The Greeks took advantage of the disintegrating state of the empire and they revolted.
· It resulted into the Syrian Question which drew the attention of the powers of Europe. Following the disintegrating state of the Turkish Empire the Sultan appealed for assistance from Mehmet Ali of Egypt but failed to reward him which made him to capture Syria by force.

· It led to the Crimean war which disrupted European peace ushered in by the Vienna settlement in 1815. For the first time about 4o years major European powers were at war e.g. Britain, France and Turkey against Russia to protect the collapsing Turkish Empire.
· It resulted into the Berlin congress of 1878. The treaty of San Stefano had; created a big Bulgaria and given Russia an upper hand in the Balkan region of the Ottoman Empire.
· It promoted European diplomacy i.e. a number of conferences were held to address the issue of disintegration of Turkish Empire e.g. the London conference, The straits conventionthe Paris peace treaty of 1856, The Berlin Congress of 1878 etc.
· It contributed to the collapse of the concert of Europe. Following the outbreak of the Greek war of independence, there was disagreement among European powers which led to collapse of the congress system. Some were in for the independence while others were not.
· Influenced the rise of nationalism in the Balkan region and the Europe as whole. The disintegration encouraged other states to demand for independence e.g. Greece

· It disrupted trade on the European continent e.g. during the Greek war of independence the Greeks patriots were attacking merchant ships along the Mediterranean Sea.
· It led to the emergence of independent states on the European continent eg Serbia, Greece, Romania, etc.
· It created enmity and suspicion between Russia and other European countries especially Britain, France and Austria. Russia was behind the disintegration 
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Qn 7. How far did Germany ensure peace on the European continent between 1870 and 1890?

· Germany imposed the army of occupation on France. Therefore she couldn�t fight a war of revenge hence peace in Europe.

· She imposed a heavy war indemnity on France. This left her weak to fight a war of revenge thus peace in Europe.

· The war of nerves which bullied France and she abandoned her arms programs hence peace on the European continent.

· Germany initiated the three emperors league (Dreikaiserbund). This was a defensive alliance of Germany, Austria and Russia which left France isolated to fight a war of revenge thus peace in Europe.

· Germany called the congress of Berlin of 1878 which helped to avert war between Britain and Russia.

· Germany under Bismarck supported the establishment of a republican government in France. This helped to isolate her from the rest of the monarchical governments/countries of Europe. Therefore she could not ally with any of them to fight a war of revenge against Germany which ensured peace on the continent.

· Germany annexed the French iron and coal rich provinces of Alsace and Lorraine which left France economically weakened and unable to immediately fight a war of revenge hence peace.

· Germany called the Berlin Conference of 1884/85. This helped to settle the colonial conflicts amicably and peacefully partition Africa.

· Germany signed the Heligoland land treaty with Britain which ensured peace.
· Germany under Bismarck initiated the alliance system which kept France isolated and unable to ally with any country and fight a war of revenge against Germany hence peace on the European continent.

· Bismarck maintained a united empire which was composed of several races such as French, Poles, Danes, and Germans. He suppressed Polish nationalism,took action against the people of Hanover, who wanted to have their own autonomy. 

· Germany under Bismarck ended the Bulgarian crisis of 1885-1887 by influencing the succession of Ferdinand of Saxe- Cobourg to the throne of Bulgaria.
· Germany under Bismarck also signed the 1st and 2nd Mediterranean Agreements of 1887concerning cooperation in the Mediterranean region. This checked the threats of Russian imperialism, left France isolated thus peace and stability of Europe.

· Germany carried out a cautious military and naval program in order not to avoid conflict with Britain. E.g. she discouraged the growth of her navy hence peace on the continent.

· Germany under Bismarck avoided colonial conflicts between 1897-1884 hence maintaining peace. She encouraged other powers to acquire colonies in Africa. However she later got a few colonies due to pressure from the merchants 

· Germany under Bismarck maintained a successful free trade policy with Britain hence avoiding conflicts with her and maintained peace. He however imposed trade tariffs against other European powers.

· In 1890, Germany signed the Helgoland Treaty (Anglo- German agreement) which helped to avoid conflicts with Britain as Germany recognised the British protectorate over the territories of the sultan of Zanzibar.

Others

· The war threats against France (War of nerves) threatened European peace. Germany threats of war against France attracted the attention and hostility of Britain and Russia. These cameout and warned Germany against such moves.

· Germany under Bismarck encouraged colonial conflicts which threatened European peace. E.g. he encouraged Italy to colonise Tunisia yet he knew that France also had interests whichmade to clash. Also he made Britain and France to clash over Egypt

· During the Berlin congress he openly and publicly supported the interests of Britain and Austria- Hungary against Russia�s interests in the Balkans which strained the relations among the European powers and threatened peace and ended the league of the three Emperors of Austria- Hungary, Germany and Russia.

· Bismarck annexed Alsace and Lorraine from France and refused to return them. This left France unforgiving to Germany and ready to fight a war of revenge that later resulted in the outbreak of World War 1 in 1914.

· He supported Austria�s influence and protectorate over Bosnia and Herzegovina during the Berlin congress of 1878. This strained the relations between Austria and Slav people in the Balkans which later led to Balkan wars that destabilized European peace.

· Bismarck�s policy of blood iron resulted into a race for armaments among the European nations. France increased her military conscription and many countries followed suit. The temptation to test arms they had manufactured culminated in the 1914 world war one.

· He designed the alliance system which later divided Europe into two hostile camps that made World War I inevitable by 1914.

· The Bulgarian crises laid foundations for Austro- Russian hostility that resulted into Russian support for Serbia and German support for Austria and enabled France to jump out of isolation thus leading to outbreak of world war one.

· Germany adopted the policy of protectionism in order to strengthen her economy. She abandoned the policy of free trade after strong opposition from the capitalists. He is quoted to have said; �Free trade is a luxury Germany cannot afford�.

· Germany under Bismarck conflicted with the Pope (Vatican) when he issued the May laws that reduced influence of the Catholic Church in the affairs of Germany. However they later reconciled and the Germany ambassador to Vatican retuned 
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Qn 8. To what extent did the post-World War I settlement with Germany undermine European peace between 1920 and 1939?

Preamble: At the end world war I the victor powers signed treaties with the vanquished powers. In 1919 they signed the Versailles treaty with Germany. It was the most important of all the post-world war I settlements. This treaty undermined European peace in the following ways;
· The treaty was just dictated on Germany which left her grumbling and out to defeat it
· The treaty blamed Germany alone for the outbreak of the war i.e. �The war guilt clause� which Hitler openly denounced and often referred to them as �war guilt lies�

· The treaty only disarmed Germany which later forced her to rearm herself. This ushered in a renewed arms race which undermined European peace.

· It led to displacement of about 3 million Germans. This formed a basis for Hitler�s aggressive policies claiming to be liberating German nationals who had been put under foreign domination. E.g. he attacked Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Polandetc. which undermined European peace.

· It imposed a heavy war indemnity of 6.6 billion pounds (6600 millions) on Germany. This crippled her economy which caused a lot of suffering and unrest in Europe. 
· It created the Polish Corridor to give Poland access to the Baltic Sea which cut off East Prussia from the rest of Germany. This formed a basis for Germany invasion of Poland in 1939 which undermined European peace as it sparked off World War II.

· It created weak states on the continent that couldn�t defend themselves. They soon fell victims of aggressors like Adolf Hitler hence instability
· It led to formation of the League of Nations as a watch dog for world peace but it was too weak to ensure peace.
· It led to the rise dictators and aggressors like Adolf Hitler who antagonised other states hence undermining European peace. Adolf Hitler capitalised on the unfairness of the Versailles treaty to win mass support in Germany

· It led to the economic depression of 1929-35 which undermined European peace
Others (How the settlement ensured peace between 1920 and 1939)
· It concluded World War I. Germany was a major power

· It led to formation of the League of Nations as a watch dog for international peace. The League of Nations helped to ensure peace on the European continent by settling conflicts

· It restored the iron and Coal rich provinces of Alsace and Lorraine back to France. This helped to stop revenge policy of France against Germany hence peace.
· It helped many states to attain independence e.g. Poland, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia etc. This ensured peace because nationalism was one of the factors that undermined peace by 1914 as states struggled to attain sovereignty.

· It disarmed Germany and militarily weakened her hence peace for some time.
· Imposed a heavy war indemnity which weakened Germany militarily and economically. She was therefore unable to cause chaos for some time.
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Qn 9. Account for the failure of the League of Nations to ensure world peace between 1920 and 1939.

Preamble: Candidates are required to clearly explain why the League of Nations failed to ensure peace between 1920 and 1939.

Core; This was a peace keeping body that was formed after the First World War to avoid the outbreak of another similar war in Europe.  It was adopted into the Versailles treaty in June 1919 and in January 1920, it was officially declared with its headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. However it failed to ensure peace between 1920 and 1939 because of the following; 

· The mistakes made in Versailles peace settlement of 1919

· Lack of its own army therefore it did not have the capacity to enforce its will
· The world economic depression which left countries economically weak to support the League’s activities

· The rise of dictators/aggressors  like Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini,Hirohito
· The appeasement policy of Neville Chamberlain

· Lack of support from powerful countries like USA. Russia joined later but was not so much committed
· Ideological differences among member countries e.g. there was suspicion and mistrust of socialist Russia by the capitalist countries like France, Britain etc.
· The league had a weak foundation e.g. it emphasised the principle of equality basing on the idea of one nation one vote which hurt the pride of the big powers

· The policy of free entry and exit e.g. Germany joined the league in 1926 and pulled pot in 1933 Italy withdrew in 1937 etc.
· Renewal of alliances e.g. the Berlin-Rome-Tokyo. This made countries more secure and less afraid of war.

· Re-armament of European powers. When Germany started re arming herself other countries got scared and stated rearming themselves which sparked off another arms race (Renewed arms race)
· Lack of funds to finance its activities and ensure peace. The member failed to meet their financial obligations to the league.
· The rise of authoritarian governments eg in Italy, Germany and Japan.

· The national selfish interest of the member states provided limited commitment to league objectives e.g. Britain used the league as a means of perpetuating balance of power.  France on the other hand used the league to encircle Germany
· The outbreak of WW II. The war came with so many dynamics that the LON could not handle
· Lack of popular support from the masses in the member countries It was only dominated by respective governments of these states. 
· The League of Nations lacked strong financial resources of its own.  This definitely undermined the efforts to maintain peace especially in areas where finances were involved.

· The League of Nations lacked strong financial resources of its own which undermined the efforts to maintain peace.

· The rise of nationalism in Europe. Some people were put under foreign domination which generated problems that the league could not effectively handle.

· Selfish interests of the member countries made the League of Nations fail to ensure peace. Member countries preferred to pursue their national interests than strengthening the league weakened from within.

· It failed to use economic sanctions to suppress aggressive powers and maintain peace e.g. the economic sanctions on Italy were used in a halting manner. 
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Qn 10. Analyse the factors that made the allied powers to triumph in the great war of 1939-45.

Preamble: Candidates are required to clearly explain the factors that made the Allied powers to triumph in World War II

Core: From July 1943 to August 1945, the allied powers like Britain USA, France, Russia, Belgium and their allies defeated the Axis powers i.e. Germany, Italy and Japan and their allies due to the following reasons:

· Germany�s invasion of Russia in operation Barbarossa in June 1941 which made Germany forces to be divided between the eastern front against Russia and western front against USA and Britain. This strained her military power hence her defeat.

· The entry of USA in the war in 1941 brought in the badly needed resources like finances, military hardware, food, clothing etc. 
· The ruthless and brutal behaviour of Germans and Japanese aroused resentment in their conquered states which led to their defeat. 

· USA�s defeat of Japanese in the midway island marked a turning point in the battle of the pacifice.g.the American air force destroyed the Japanese fleet which weakened the naval power of the axis forces in the pacific thus their defeat.

· The Russian defeat of Germany forces at Stalingrad in 1943 facilitated the victory of allied forces against the allied powers. This shattered the myth that Germany was invincibleand boosted Russian morale.

· The allied forces had air power superiority which weakened the allied forces. For example the American air force with the B-29 bombers, British Royal air force, etc.

· The allied forces had an advantage of a strong navy which also helped to weaken the axis forces e.g. the British navy sunk Germany battle ships and escorted convoys carrying military equipment and other supplies.

· The allied powers had superior technology e.g. Long range missiles, radars aircrafts etc. which were more advanced than those of the axis powers.

· The fall of Italy in September 1943 was a major blow to the axis powers which contributed to their defeat. Italy provided the air base for bombing Germany military installations/targets in central Europe and the Balkans. 

· The policy of unconditional surrender by Franklin Roosevelt and Truman also contributed to defeat of the axis powers. It made the allied forces more determined to defeat the axis powers and achieve total victory.

· The allied powers had the numerical advantage i.e. they had more troops from their colonies and former colonies. This made the axis powers engaged in all corners of the world 
· The vast resources of the allied powers enabled them to triumph over the axis powers. This enabled them to finance and sustain the war
· The allied powers had charismatic and dynamic leadership which ensured victory eg Winston Churchill of Britain, Franklin Roosevelt and later Truman of USA, Stalin of Russia etc. They were flexible and efficient in civil and military matters unlike the rigid axis leaders like Hitler, Mussolini and Emperor Hirohito
· Press propaganda by the Axis powers e.g. on BBC, Voice of America etc. They were therefore able to mobilise the masses and demonise the axis forces.
· The allied leaders experienced domestic opposition e.g. Hitler, Mussolini etc.

· The bad weather conditions e.g. Germany forces were affected severe winter in Russia which led to their defeat.

· People in Europe had a negative attitude towards the axis forces e.g. they were looked at as aggressors hence mass no support.
· Axis powers suffered an economic embargo by the allied forces which created scarcity of raw materials and other supplies.

· The dropping of atomic bombs on the Japanese towns of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by USA. This made Japan to unconditionally surrender which marked the final defeat of the axis powers and end of World War II.
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