NATIONALISM IN PORTUGUESE AFRICA (THE ROUGH ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE AND THE LIBERATION WARS)
Portugal was the earliest colonial master in Africa and it was the last to vacate the continent.
The Portuguese colonies included;
· Mozambique
· Angola
· Guinea Bissau
· Cape Verde, Sao Tome and Principe
NB: The Portuguese used very autocratic, coercive and regressive methods to administer the colonies and this greatly delayed the independence of the Africans.
The Africans therefore resorted to armed struggle to claim their rapid independence.
FACTORS THAT DELAYED INDEPENDENCE IN THE PORTUGUESE COLONIES
1. The Portuguese regarded their colonies as overseas territories leading to delayed independence. The Portuguese leader Don Salazar smuggled this issue into the Portuguese constitution and it became illegal and difficult to grant independence without amending the constitution.

2. The existence of a tight and strong spy network in the colonies delayed independence. Portugal had a repressive police called PIDE that crashed African struggles. The PIDE police arrested , detained and assassinated African leaders. It is on record that Eduardo Mondlane of Mozambique was assassinated in 1968 and Amilcar Cabral of Guinea Bissau in 1973. This affected Africans’ clear road to independence.


3. The military superiority of the Portuguese contributed to the delayed independence of Portuguese Africa. Portugal was very powerful militarily; the army was well trained and equipped compared to the Africans.

4. Portugal had very few colonies in Africa and this gave it a strong advantage against Africans. Unlike other colonial masters like Britain and France that had many colonies and met resistances, Portugal had very few and had the capability to silence riots, not willing to surrender hence delaying African independence.

5. The support received by Portugal from the North Atlantic Treaty organization (NATO) hindered the independence of Portuguese colonies. The NATO forces came to check the spread of communism that gave support to the liberation movements eg MPLA in Angola, FRELIMO in Mozambique and PAIGC in Guinea Bissau. The military and financial support of NATO weakened the Africans.

6. Limited exposure to nationalistic ideas among the Africans delayed independence struggles. It is true that Africans were denied external contacts and interactions. Banning of liberal press reports and literature were all a stumbling block. The Portuguese accessed African mails and telegrams hence delaying independence. 

7. Lack of constitutional avenues to attain independence hindered early decolonization. Africans were denied participation in political affairs, were not represented in the parliament and all political activism was restricted.

8. The conservative rule of Dr. Don Salazar (1928 – 68) delayed the independence of Portuguese colonies. Don Salazar was very repressive and not prepared to grant independence. He was opposed to liberal ideas and he remarked thus;

“ I cannot bend the winds of change”
This broke the hopes of the Africans not to get early independence.

9. The ruthless policies of the Portuguese administrators also delayed the independence of the Portuguese colonies suppressed the African programs, strikes, about 49 dock workers were shot dead in Mozambique, 50 in Guinea Bissau and 200 in Angola. Leaders like Augustinho Neto were arrested and publicly flogged hence discouraging Africans activities.

10. The establishment of rehabilitation centres (reserve camp). These camps housed suspects who were tortured and killed. Examples of these camps were in Zambezi valley, fortified villages were created and African homes were destroyed , the scotched earth policy was applied which denied African freedom.


11. The increased deployment of Portuguese troops to counter African resistances delayed independence. The large number of troops that amounted to 200,000 soldiers by 1970 which weakened Africa hopes for early independence.

12. The economic advantage of African colonies to Portugal delayed independence. The independence of Africans could weaken the economy of Portugal. The existence of Portugal in Africa had guaranteed her middle – manship position in Europe and could not therefore let the colonies get independence.

13. The economic dwarfness of Portugal delayed the independence of Portuguese colonies. Portugal was very poor and could not sustain its economy without the financial support of African territories. This therefore delayed independence.

14. The high literacy rate among the Africans delayed the independence. It should be noted that the Portuguese deliberately offered inferior education and the education did not offer technical skills to Africans and intellectual abilities. This therefore limited the scope of nationalistic Movements hence delaying independence.

15. The divide and rule policy of the Portuguese affected nationalistic sentiments among Africans. National unity of purpose was destroyed by the Portuguese of the Ovimbundu against the Bakongo in Angola, the Fula and the Balante in Guinea Bissau and the Makua, Nyanja against the Makonde in Mozambique. This retarded early independence struggles.

16. Existence of ethnic nationalism (micro – nationalism) affected the independence of Portuguese colonies. The Bakongo, Mbundu and Ovimbundy in Angola were not united. The Fula and Balante in Guinea Bissau never co-operated and the Nyanja, Makua and Makonde in Mozambique were also grumbling. The failure to diffuse ethnicity delayed the independence of Portuguese colonies.

17. The aparthy that existed among Africans delayed independence. Some Africans were not interested in the cause for independence and could not join the liberation struggles. Others used peaceful means to demand for independence yet colonial masters understood the language of violence.

18. Absence of capable and charismatic leaders in the initial stages of liberation delayed independence. The fierce leadership of Don Salazar discouraged people to offer leadership in the infant stage, the likes of Eduardo Mondlane, Amilcar Cabral and Agustinho Neto emerged in the 1950s to catalyse the effective and meaningful struggles.

19. Lack of organized internal bases for the liberation movements delayed independence. Most of the liberation movements like FRELIMO operated in Tanzania and Malawi, MPLA operated in Congo Zaire and Congo Brazzaville, PAIGC operated in French Guinea. This made them to have slim impact on the Portuguese stay in Africa.

20. The weaknesses of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) affected nationalism in Portuguese Africa. OAU had established a Liberation Committee based in Tanzania, but it made more condemnation and its contribution remained theoretical due to limited funds and military incapacitations.

21.  The double standards of the United Nations Organisation (UNO) frustrated the efforts of Africans in Portuguese colonies. The UN verbally reacted and imposed weak sanctions on the Portuguese. Some members of the UN also doubled as members of NATO that gave support to the capitalist Don Salazar. This left the Africans more disappointed.

22. The formation of the “Triumvirate Alliance” strengthened the Portuguese administration in Africa. This was a repressive movement or a gang of the three dictators i.e. Don Salazar of Portugal, Verwoerd of South Africa and Ian Smith of the UDI of Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). These pledged effective assistance to each other in case of war and resistance and suppressed Africans.

23. The ideological differences of the African leaders affected early independence. A case in point was Simango in Mozambique who disagreed with Mondlane and joined the Portuguese leading to the assassination of 1968, MPLA against UNITA of the capitalists. All these left Africans stumbling. 

24. The negative attitude of the Catholic Church hindered early independence. The Catholic Church condemned the African liberation movements as terrorist clubs, they used their spiritual platform to scare away 1000s of Africans contributing to the delayed independence.

Reference Questions:
1. Account for the delayed independence of Guinea Bissau / Mozambique / Angola.
2. Examine the challenges / problems faced by the nationalist in Portuguese Africa.
3. Discuss/Explain the problems faced by the PAIGC/FRELIMO/MPLA in the struggle against the Portuguese rule.
4. To what extent did the Portuguese colonial policies delay in the independence in Africa?
CAUSE OF THE LIBERATION STRUGGLES IN PORTUGUESE COLONIES
The Africans in the Portuguese colonies tried to use peaceful means in the initial stages, however independence was far from reach and they resorted to armed struggle against the Portuguese.
· The people of Angola formed MPLA in 1956, launched war against the Portuguese in 1961 – 1975 led by Agustinho Neto.
· The nationalists in Guinea Bissau formed PAIGC in 1954 by Amilcar Cabral. The war began in 1963 – 1974.
· The people in Mozambique formed FRELIMO in 1962 under the leadership of Eduardo Mondlane and Simango. The war began in 1964 – 1975.

a) The Portuguese regarded the colonies as overseas provinces which sparked off the wars. This idea was declared in the 1951 Constitution of Portugal and this negated African feelings. The Africans applied violence to break the colonial bondage.
 
b) The brutality of the Portuguese led to the outbreak of the liberation wars. The Portuguese killed over 200,000 Angolans, others were terribly wounded and public flogging e.g. Agustinho Neto, dock workers were killed in Mozambique and Guinea Bissau and others killed in strikes. All these sparked off armed struggle for independence.

c) Lack of constitutional means to achieve independence forced Africans to declare war on the Portuguese. Africans in Angola, Mozambique and Guinea Bissau were denied political participation in parliamentary structures. This compelled Africans to resort to the liberation war.

d) The dictatorial policies of the Portuguese led to the wars of independence. The Portuguese suppressed the freedoms of people in Angola, Mozambique and Guinea Bissau, the press was censored and political parties were banned. These undemocratic activities pushed the Africans to resort to violent approaches.

e) The tight spy network exposed by the Portuguese police (PIDE) contributed to the war. The PIDE carried out in human acts like un warranted arrests and public humiliation such as Neto flogged. The police was authorized to kill suspects. The acts of the PIDE increased African anti-colonial sentiments leading to the war.

f) Increased deployment of the Portuguese troops in Africa laid a foundation for the war. The number of soldiers by 1960 was increased in Angola i.e. 60,000 and 70,000 in Mozambique respectively. This made Africans also to reciprocate by forming strong armies to engage the Portuguese.

g) The establishment of concentration camps by the Portuguese occasioned the wars. These centers were set up to contain African resistances and to deny them access to foreign assistance. Africans were tortured and others assassinated in these centers hence raising concern leading to the wars.

h) The formation of the liberation movements by Africans in Portuguese Africa led to the armed struggles. PAIGC was formed in 1954 in Guinea Bissau, MPLA in 1956 in Angola and FRELIMO in 1962 in Mozambique. These organized the masses, united the people and declared guerilla war against the Portuguese.

i) The desire for political independence occasioned the liberation wars. Africans developed great nationalistic sentiments that pushed them into the war. This was because of the long period of political denial hence making the war inevitable.

j) Influence of the Marxist Ideology (Socialism) in Portuguese Africa caused the wars. This ideology called for a classless society, was against imperialism and advocated for the use of militarism against foreign domination. The communist states therefore offered support to Africans to fight the Portuguese.

k) The influence of the independent neighboring states also contributed to the wars in Portuguese Africa. Countries like Congo Zaire, Congo Brazzaville, Guinea Conakry, Senegal, Tanzania and Malawi inspired the Portuguese colonies to raise their morale for independence. The neighboring states provided the logistical support, ie, financial, military and external bases for the wars.

l) The role of the nationalistic leaders caused the wars. These included Augustine Neto of Angola, Amilcar Cabral in Guinea Bissau and Eduardo Mondlane in Mozambique. These provided courageous and visionary leadership in the turbulent times hence making the wars inevitable.

m) Forced labour imposed on the Africans also caused the wars. Africans were made to offer labour on public works eg roads, plantations, without payment or meager pay. This was resented by Africans leading to the war.

n) The unfair and heavy taxation imposed on the Africans caused the liberation wars. The methods of taxation were very cruel and harsh. The defaulters were arrested and flogged in public hence sending Africans into a war mood.

o) High levels of looming poverty among the Africans caused the war. Africans became poverty stricken due to lack of employment, low prices of agricultural produce and low wages compared to the Portuguese workers. The impoverished Africans became disgruntled to open up war against the Portuguese.

p) Corruption of the Portuguese administrators also caused the liberation wars. The officials were too corrupt in the collection of taxes and provision of the civil services, bribes were at the highest levels. This provoked militant nationalism in Portuguese Africa.

q) Lack of employment opportunities among the Africans contributed to the occurrence of the wars. All the existing jobs including driving, office clerks and messengers were a preserve of the White minority. Africans were meant to offer forced labour on the plantations with meager pay. This attracted resentment in all the Portuguese colonies leading to war.

r) The inferior education system provided by the Portuguese made the wars inevitable. The education system given to Africans were not technical and intellectual to compete with the Portuguese, Africans attended separate schools of missionaries established in rural areas. This laid a foundation for the liberation wars.

s) The racial arrogance of the Portuguese caused the liberation wars. This was packaged in the assimilation policy that forced Africans to take on their culture in totality. This policy produced a class of assimilados who accepted to drop African cultural values and were favored at the expense of the indignas (Africans who refused to change). This created a situation of a war mood.

t) The forced cash crop growing among Africans contributed to the liberation wars. The Portuguese forced Africans to grow crops such as cotton, coffee, and Tobacco even on the small gardens after big chucks of land had been grabbed. Africans were unable to grow food crops that led to famine and the prices for the crops grown were determined by the Portuguese. This caused discontent leading to war.

u) The presence of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in Portuguese Africa annoyed Africans to rebel.  Note should be taken that Portugal was a member of NATO and allowed the countries of Britain, France, Belgium, among others set up military bases, invest in the area and also dump their goods which they charged expensively. This compelled Africans to launch war against the Portuguese colonial masters.

v) The land alienation policy by the Portuguese caused the Liberation wars. The Portuguese steadily grabbed land from Africans and established plantations. This left Africans landless and were sent to reserves and others remained squatters on the White estates. The wars were staged in order to regain the lost land in an armed struggle. 

REFERENCE QUESTIONS
1. Account for the outbreak of the Liberation war in Guinea Bissau / Angola / Mozambique.
2. Discuss the factors for the armed resistance / militant nationalism in Portuguese colonies.
3. Why did the PAIGC / FRELIMO / MPLA declare war against the Portuguese rule in 1963/1964/1961 respectively?
4. “The Portuguese mal-administration was primarily responsible for the outbreak of the Liberation wars”. Discuss. 

FACTORS FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN PORTUGUESE AFRICA
These included the following;
1. The formation of Liberation movements against the Portuguese led to the independence of these countries. These movements included PAIGC set up in 1954, MPLA in 1956 and FRELIMO established in 1962. They resorted to use of military approach against the Portuguese leading to their eventual independence. 

2. The effective military strategies adopted by the Liberation movements led to the success of Africans. The Liberation movements always attacked the Portuguese simultaneously in several places, they used surprise attacks and ambushes which weakened the Portuguese.

3. The Liberation Movements carried out mass mobilization and recruitment. Thousands of Africans joined the struggle, the massive recruitment strengthened the African struggles to outmatch Portuguese soldiers.

4. The role of women enlisted in the struggle led to the success of the Liberation movements. The Liberation movements recruited women in the military, others acted as nurses for the wounded soldiers, and gave espionage information (spies) during the wars.

5. The military gains scored by the Liberation Movements favored independence in Portuguese Africa. The Liberation movements of PAIGC, FRELIMO and MPLA gained almost a third of their respective countries by the occurrence of the Lisbon coup of 1974. Such a situation weakened the Portuguese to grant independence.

6. The reforms instituted by the liberation movements in their respective territories enabled the success of the wars. The movements established liberated zones where the masses were involved in decision making and grass root leadership. The movements established elementary schools to provide free education and health centres were set up which won the support of the masses.

7. The continuous repressive methods of the Portuguese hardened the Africans and raised the impetus for independence. Concentration camps were set up to bundle Africans, African homes and gardens were destroyed, nationalists were tortured and killed. All these, undermined the popularity of the Portuguese.

8. The formation of the CONCP alliance by the liberation movements strengthened the African struggles. This was a composition of MPLA, PAIGC and FRELIMO. A combination of the liberation movements co-operated and shared ideas to weaken the Portuguese rule in Africa.

9. The simultaneous occurrence of liberation wars contributed to the success of African struggles. The Angolan war began in 1961, the war in Guinea Bissau began in 1963 and the war in Mozambique started in 1964. These wars drained Portugal financially and militarily leading to the success of the African struggles.

10. The withdrawal of NATO forces from the Portuguese colonies weakened the colonial administration. Portugal could no longer get financial and military assistance which had kept her strong against Africans. Hence making Africans succeed.

11. The Lisbon Coup of 1974 was a death blow to the Portuguese leadership in Africa. The coup led to the overthrow of a dictatorial government in Portugal and led to the emergence of a liberal leader called Antonio de Spinola who granted independence to the colonies, ie Guinea Bissau in 1974, Angola and Mozambique in 1975 respectively.
12. The collapse of the triumvirate alliance was an advantage to the Africans. This was a gang of three dictators to include Don Salazar of Portugal, Verwoerd of South Africa and the UDI government of Ian Smith of Southern Rhodesia. These had agreed to suppress all African struggles. However, the death of some founder members made it incapable to continuously block African struggles.

13. The independence of the neighboring states influenced the success of the liberation wars. These included Guinea Conakry that assisted PAIGC of Guinea Bissau, Congo Brazzaville and Congo Zaire supported MPLA of Angola while Tanzania and Zambia supported FRELIMO leading to the success of liberation movements.

14. The consolidated unity exhibited by the African liberation fighters contributed to the success of the wars. The Africans in Angola, Mozambique and Guinea Bissau diffused ethnic rivalries and worked towards national unity. This weakened the Portuguese stay in Africa leading to independence.

15. The favorable geographical settings were an advantage to the Africans in Portuguese Africa. Guinea Bissau was covered with mangrove forests ad thick Bamboo forests, Mozambique had a thick forest cover near Niassa and Ntete, Angola was advantaged with the coastline. All these, favored the movement of the Africans and were a disadvantage to the Portuguese.

16. The role of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) enabled the attainment of Portuguese in Africa. From the formation of OAU in 1963, it set up a liberation committee whose pivotal role was to grant independence to the colonized African countries. The organisation gave military and financial support to PAIGC, FRELIMO and MPLA and also put sanctions against Portugal to decolonize.

17. The contribution of United Nations Organisation (UNO) led to the success of the liberation wars. The UNO used the Security Council to condemn colonialism in Africa, impose both economic and political sanctions against the Portuguese and also threatened to throw out Portugal from general assemblies for its failure to decolonize. This yielded positively for the African.

18. The support from the communist world enabled the success of African independence in Portuguese Africa. The communist support came from China, USSR and Cuba. These countries gave military, logistical and financial advice which weakened the Portuguese in Africa.

19. The able and charismatic leadership rendered by the nationalists. These included Eduardo Mondlane, Amilcar Cabral of Guinea Bissau and Agustinho Neto of Angola. These leaders secured both internal and external support to sustain the wars, united people and accepted the instruments of power at independence.

THE INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLE IN ANGOLA (1961 – 1974)
Reference Questions
1. “The MPLA was primarily responsible for the de – colonization of Angola” Discuss.
2. Examine contribution of Agustinho Neto in the liberation struggle of Angola.
3. Account for the success of the liberation war in Angola

MPLA was formed in 1956 by Illidio Tom Machedo as the first president and later Agustinho Neto who took over in 1958. Other liberation movements in Angola included National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), the National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA).
It should be noted that MPLA played a significant role in the liberation of Angola in the following ways.
· The movement provided the necessary leadership against the Portuguese rule in Angola. Agustinho Neto at the top of leadership, was very courageous, had a clear vision leading to the independence of Angola.

· MPLA diffused the ethnicity in Angola. It united the Mbundu, Ovimbundu and Bakongo contributing to independence.

· The MPLA established external bases in neighboring countries of Congo Zaire, Congo Brazzaville, Zambia and Namibia. The movement therefore used these bases to launch attack against the Portuguese.

· The MPLA was able to unite and coordinate the political and military wings. This led to the commitment during the struggle for independence.

· MPLA appealed to the UNO for support. The UN reciprocated by giving financial and military support, imposed sanctions on the Portuguese leading to independence.

· The MPLA won the recognition of the OAU. The OAU gave financial and military support using its liberation committee to weaken the Portuguese rule.

· MPLA solicited assisted from the communist countries like China, USSR, and Cuba. These gave financial and military support, trained the liberation fighters leading to the success of the nationalists. 

· MPLA co-operated with PAIGC and FRELIMO to form CONCP Alliance. This alliance, laid strategies against the Portuguese colonial masters.

· MPLA established liberated zones in Angola which led to reforms e.g. free education, health centres. This attracted the attention and support of the local people leading to independence.

· The MPLA recruited and trained Angolans in guerilla warfare. The recruits increased activities of sabotage against the Portuguese programs and strategies.

· The movements enrolled women in the struggle for independence. The women worked as nurses, cooks and spies to the freedom fighters. This encouraged the liberation fighters to succeed.

· The MPLA organized and launched successful guerilla warfare against the Portuguese by 1963. The movement scored military gains of the largest part of the country contributing to the success of the war.

· The MPLA sensitized the masses of Angola on the evils of the Portuguese administration and benefits of the independence leading to the success of the war.

· The MPLA received instruments of power from the Portuguese in 1975 under Agustinho Neto as chief.

· The MPLA negotiated with its new socialist government in Portugal under Antonio De Spinola. This yielded positive results leading to independence in 1975.


OTHER FACTORS FOR THE SUCCESS OF ANGOLAN LIBERATION WAR
· The continuous repressive methods of the Portuguese hardened the Africans and increased their determination for independence.

· The simultaneous occurrence of liberation wars made it impossible for the Portuguese to contain the African desire for independence i.e. 1961 in Angola, 1963 in Guinea Bissau and 1964 in Mozambique.

· The Lisbon Coup of 1974 in Portugal accelerated African independence i.e. the emergency of liberal leader Antonio De Spinola granted independence.

· The collapse of the triumvirate alliance of Portugal, South Africa and Southern Rhodesia which had strengthened the Portuguese rule in Africa.

· The independence of neighboring countries like Tanzania and Zambia for Mozambique, Congo and Zambia for Angola, Senegal and Guinea Conakry for Guinea Bissau.

· The favorable geographical settings. Mozambique had a thick forest cover near Niasa and Ntete, swamps while Angola had thick forests and swamps.

Reference Questions
1. Examine the role of Agustinho Neto in the struggle for Angolan independence
2. To what extent did Agustinho Neto contributed to the decolonization of Angola?
Preamble:
Agustinho Neto was born in 1922 to a Methodist Priest in Bengo, a small village in rural Angola.
He was a graduate of medicine in the University of Lisbon and joined the ranks of MPLA in 1958. Dr. Neto played a great role in the liberation of Angola in the following ways.
· Neto provided able and charismatic leadership during the liberation struggles. His character was composed of courage, vision and dedication hence winning the independence of Angola.

· Agustinho Neto wrote poems and articles about the suffering of the Angolans. This created awareness among the nationals.

· Neto led the Angolan delegation to Lisbon to present the Angolan grievances. This was intended to effect political reforms and independence.

· Agustinho organized demonstrations and strikes against the Portuguese imperialism. He was part of the Angola cotton worker strike in Malange.

· He represented and sought recognition from OAU. The OAU responded by giving moral, financial and military assistance to MPLA.

· He appealed to the UNO to intervene in the Angolan cause. The UNO General Assembly responded by imposing sanctions on Portugal using the Security Council.

· He diffused ethnicity and united the different tribes in Angola. These included the Bakongo, Mbundu and Ovimbundu for the national cause.

· He led the MPLA to establish the external guerilla bases in the neighboring countries e.g. Congo Zaire, Zambia and Congo Brazzaville.

· He solicited support from the communist countries like USSR, China and Cuba. This led to its getting of moral, financial and military equipment and package of training.

· He recruited and trained the Angolan masses in guerilla warfare tactics and this strengthened the liberation struggles

· He launched an armed struggle against the Portuguese colonial rule under MPLA in 1961

· He recruited women in the military and political wings of the MPLA. These acted as Nurses, cooks and spies.

· He led MPLA to form CONCP alliance with PAIGC of Guinea Bissau and FRELIMO of Mozambique. This alliance was aimed at sharing strategies and logistics for the independence.

· He led the Angolan nationalists to a negotiation campaign with the socialist Lisbon government under Antonio De Spinola. This led to the independence on Nov, 1975.

· He received the instruments of power at independence in 1975 from the Portuguese. He established the first independent government of black majority.

SUMMARY OF THE PROBLEMS FACED BY THE ANGOLANS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE
Angola Liberation war began in 1961 led by Agusinho Neto of MPLA against the Portuguese colonial masters. The problems faced by the Angolans included;
· Military weaknesses of the Angolan nationalists contrary to the military might of the Portuguese.
· Micro-nationalism based on ethnicity e.g. the Bokongo against the Mbundu and Ovimbundu.
· Economic backwardness of the Angola masses.
· General illiteracy, ignorance and apathy of the Angolans.
· Power struggles among the Angolans e.g Daniel Chipenda against Agustinho Neto, Jonas Savimbi against Neto.
· The divide and rule tactics of the Portuguese ie the Ovimbundu against other tribes.
· Desire by the Portuguese to continue exploiting the Angola nationalists ie the natural resources like diamond, oil.
· The repressive policies of the PIDE police that tightly spied on the Africans and tortured them.
· The Portuguese exploitative polices of over taxation and forced labour,land grabbing.
· The brutal oppressive policies of the Portuguese ie public flogging of leaders eg Agustinho Neto in 1960.
· The racial discrimination of the Portuguese (Assimilation).This created a class of assimilados and indignas which hampered nationalistic struggles.
· The delayed independence of neighboring countries affected Angola eg Namibia, Zimbabwe.
· Double standards of the UNO.
· The existence of the Triumvirate alliance.
· The negative effects of cold war politics that made the NATO forces to swing in Angola.
·  The use of non-violent methods of demanding independence by the Agolans in early stages eg demonstration and strikes.
· The absence of capable and charismatic leaders in the initial stages of the struggles.
· The negative impact of the Catholic Church that branded the nationalists as terrorists.
· The creation of rehabilitation centres (reserves) used by the Portuguese to torture Africans and use of scotched earth policy.
· The conservative leadership of Don Salazar who refused to bend the wings of change.
· The consolidated of the NATO forces that gave support to the Portuguese ie military, financial to weaken the communist orientation.
· Limited exposure of the nationalists to the outside world, liberal and press reports were censored, banned political activism.

THE LIBERATION WAR IN GUINEA (1963-1974)
(Role of the African independence party for Guinea Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC)
	Reference Questions;
1. Asses the role of the PAIGC to the liberation struggle of Guinea Bissau.
2. To what extent did the PAIGC contribute to the collapse of Portuguese rule in Guinea Bissau?
3. Discuss the contribution of PAIGC to the liberation struggle in Guinea Bissau.
Preamble;
The PAIGC was a nationalist movement formed in 1954 by Amilcar Cabral.
The intension of the movement was to achieve independence for Guinea Bissau and the islands of Cape Verde.
The roles of PAIGC included the following;
· PAIGC appealed to the urban working class, traders and primary teachers. These were a pillar for leadership and financial backup.
· PAIGC recruited freedom fighters and trained them in guerilla warfare.
· The movement established external bases in Guinea Conakry and Senegal. This enabled careful attacks against the Portuguese.
· PAIGC launched a successful armed struggle against the Portuguese in 1963 that weakened the colonial bondage.
· PAIGC organized demonstrations and strikes against the Portuguese administration. This involved the 1959 Dockers strike.
· PAIGC mobilized the peasants to render support towards independence. The party opened up bases in Balante and Fula.
· Amilcar Cabral under PAIGC provided able leadership and later Luis Cabral in 1973 after assassination of Amilcar. This later led to independence.
· PAIGC solicited for support from the communist countries. These included USSR, China, and Cuba among others. Financial and military was got to weaken the Portuguese.
· The movement established internal liberated zones in Guinea Bissau. There were provision of grassroots democracy, free education and health centres hence increasing the popularity of independence.
· PAIGC recruited women in its ranks. These were informers (spies), cooks, nurses etc. This greatly contributed to the success of independence.
· PAIGC sent the youth wing abroad for further studies in military education. Majority went to the society union and Algeria which strengthened the struggle.
· PAIGC went into alliance with other liberation movements of MPLA and FRELIMO to form CONCP. This alliance was pivotal in sharing strategies.
· The movement diffused ethnicity and united the people in Guinea Bissau. The Balante and Fula were united for a national cause of independence.
· The party took part in the negotiations with the government of Antonio De-Spinola in Portugal. This yielded independence in 1974.
· PAIGC won the support of the organisation of African Unity (OAU).OAU used its liberation committee to give financial, military and imposed sanctions on Portugal.
· The party petitioned Portuguese government to the United Nations Security Council. The sanctions were imposed on the Portuguese which quickened independence.
· PAIGC accepted and received the instruments of power in September 1974 under Louis Cabral as president
THE ROLE OF AMILCAR CABRAL IN THE STRUGGLE OF GUINEA BISSAU
Reference Questions;
1. Assess the contribution of Amilcar Cabral to the decolonization of Guinea Bissau.
2. Explain the role of Amilcar Cabral in the struggle of independence in Guinea Bissau.
Preamble;
Amilcar Cabral was an agronomist and he was born in Cape Verde, studied and worked in Lisbon and later returned to offer leadership in Guinea Bissau. He contributed to the struggle in the following ways; 
· Amilcar Cabral got involved in agricultural census with the colonial government. This exposed him to the problems of his people hence condemned the Portuguese.
· Amilcar mobilized the masses to form PAIGC that launched an armed struggle in 1963 against the Portuguese imperialists.
· Amilcar established an external base for PAIGC in Guinea Conakry to coordinate the activities of Africans under the support of Sekou Toure.
· Amilcar worked with the working class and petty traders to get financial and moral support to weaken the Portuguese policies.
· Amilcar solicited for support from the communist countries like USSR, China, Cuba, and Czechoslovakia. These responded financially and militarily to strengthen African cause for independence.
· Amilcar also sent members of PAIGC youth wing to USSR for further education. These returned with more exposed technical skills to further independence cause.
· Amilcar provided able, visionary, and charismatic leadership under PAIGC. He therefore, instilled a spirit of hard work in fighting for independence.
· Amilcar Cabral enlisted women in the struggle for self-rule. These cooked food for the fighters, served as nurses and acted as spies against the Portuguese.
· He also sought recognition from the O.A.U right from 1963. The O.A.U gave financial, moral, technical and military support. It imposed sanctions on the Portuguese.
· Amilcar appealed for support from the UNO that responded positively. The UNO used the Security Council to condemn Portugal, recognized PAIGC as a legitimate body for the independence cause.
· Amilcar set up internal liberated zones in Guinea Bissau where reforms were instituted eg schools, health centres and grass root democracy. These won the support of the Africans.
· He united the rival tribes in Guinea Bissau such as the Balante and Fula. This became vital to dislodge the minority Portuguese by 1974.
· Amilcar went into an alliance with other Liberation movements. These included MPLA, FRELIMO to form CONCP that backed up PAIGC. This was aimed at weakening the Triumvirate alliance.
· Amilcar coordinated the military wings of PAIGC up to 1973 when he was assassinated. The cause was later furthered by his cousin, Luis Cabral to 1974 at independence celebrations.
NOTE: 
Other factors for the success of the Liberation war are the same in all the Portuguese colonies.




THE LIBERATION WAR IN MOZAMBIQUE (1964 – 1975).
The role of Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO)

Reference Questions
1. Discuss the role of FRELIMO to the Liberation Struggle of Mozambique.
2. Assess the contribution of FRELIMO in the struggle of Mozambique independence.

PREAMBLE
FRELIMO was formed by a group of disgruntled intellectuals and politicians in 1962 in Dar-es-salaam. It was led by Eduardo Chivambo  Mondlane assisted by Simango.
The roles of FRELIMO included the following;
1. FRELIMO launched an armed struggle against the Portuguese in 1964 and this contributed to eventual independence in 1975.

2. FRELIMO set up external bases in Tanzania at Bagamoyo. The freedom fighters were allowed to train hence attacking the Portuguese.

3. FRELIMO recruited freedom fighters massively, trained them in guerrilla warfare tactics.

4. FRELIMO sensitized and mobilized the nationals who responded by giving full support to the struggle.

5. FRELIMO managed to set up internal liberated zones in Niassa and Ntete. These were used to launch attacks on the Portuguese and had reforms established.

6. FRELIMO provided able and charismatic leadership under Mondlane that worked against the Portuguese colonial bondage.

7. FRELIMO won the support of the communist countries like China, Soviet Union etc. These gave training, financial and extended educational scholarships to freedom fighters.

8. FRELIMO weakened ethnicity in Mozambique. It united the tribes of Makua, Nyanja and the famous Makonde leading to success.

9. The party appealed for assistance and recognition from the United Nations (UNO). The UN responded by condemning Portugal and imposing sanctions.

10. FRELIMO sought for support from OAU that used its Liberations Committee to support the freedom fighters.

11. FRELIMO went into the alliance with MPLA and PAIGC to form CONCP.

12. FRELIMO scored military success against the Portuguese. This included the killing of Portuguese soldiers and destruction of planes at Mueda leading to success.

13. FRELIMO recruited women in Liberation struggles. These provided espionage and served as cooks and nurses.

14. The movement held discussions with the socialist government of Antonio of Portugal, hence securing independence on 25th June 1975.

15. FRELIMO under Samora Machel received the instruments of power from the Portuguese in 1975 and set up a black led government.

16. FRELIMO established a refugee camp across River Ruvuma and this helped to contain the suffering Africans.

Other factors for the success of independence included;
· The collapse of the Triumvirate alliance.
· The geographical set up of Mozambique favoured the guerrilla warfare.
· The withdrawal of NATO forces from Mozambique weakened the Portuguese.
· The role of Liberal Portuguese who advocated for democratic governance in Africa.
· Portuguese economic collapse made it unable to sustain wars.
· The simultaneous occurrence of Liberation wars, ie Mozambique 1964, Angola 1961, and Guinea Bissau 1963.
· The Portuguese exploitative policies hardened Africans to get determined for independence.
· The role of independent neighbouring states eg Tanzania, Zambia and Malawi.
· The role of other liberation movements eg Revolutionary Committee of Mozambique (COREMO) and ZANU-PF.
· The Lisbon coup of 1974 that over threw dictators like Marcel Caetano and emergence of Antonio De Spinora.
· The role of Samora Machel and Joachim Chisano.

THE ROLE OF EDUARDO CHIVAMBO MONDLANE IN THE LIBERIAN STRUGGLE
Reference Questions
1. Assess the role of Eduardo Mondlane in the Liberation of Mozambique.
2. Explain the contribution of Eduardo Mondlane in the decolonization of Mozambique.
3. To what extent did Eduardo Mondlane contribute to the Liberation of Mozambique?
Preamble
Eduardo Mondlane established FRELIMO in 1962 as a merger of different movements to include MANU, COREMO operating in exile.
The roles of Mondlane included;
· He formed FRELIMO in 1962 in exile in Dar-es-Salaam that helped Mozambique attain independence.
· Mondlane set up external bases in Tanzania, Malawi and Zambia and these launched attacks on the Portuguese.
· Internal bases were also established by Mondlane. These operated in Mueda where posts of military were installed by the Africans.
· Mondlane gave the needed able leadership in Mozambique. This was very critical from 1964 up to 1969 when he was assassinated.
· Eduardo launched an armed struggle against the Portuguese in 1964.
· He mobilized and recruited the freedom fighters in Mozambique, trained them in guerrilla warfare leading to independence.
· Mondlane solicited assistance from the UNO.
· Mondlane appealed for support from the OAU.
· Mondlane united the people of Mozambique. These included tribes like Makonde, Makua, Nyanja and Tsonga.
· Eduardo mobilized the working class and the business community to render support to the cause of Mozambique independence.
· Mondlane enlisted women in the Liberation struggle.
· Mondlane held negotiations with the socialist Portuguese government of Antonio Despinola which consequently yield independence.

CIVIL WARS IN PORTUGUESE COLONIES
Civil wars were fought shortly after independence and they heightened disunity. These included;
· Angola (1975 – 2002)
· Mozambique (1977 – 1994)
THE CIVIL WAR IN ANGOLA (1975 – 2002)
Reference Questions
1. Explain the causes and effects of the civil war in Angola in 1975.
2. Account for the collapse of political peace in Angola in 1975.
3. Explain the factors for the collapse of national unity in Angola in 1975.
Preamble:
Reference has to be made that as soon as Angola attained independence on 11th November 1975, the new MPLA government of Agustinho Neto and later Eduardo Dos Santos conflicted with the alliance of UNITA of Jonas Savimbi and FNLA of Holden Roberto leading to a war, ie civil war.
CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR 
1. The colonial history / legacy of Angola contributed to the civil war. It should be noted that the Portuguese divided the Angolans on tribal basis. These tribes included the Bakongo, Mbundu and Ovimbundu hence creating hatred and micro nationalism hence wars.

2. In adequate preparation for independence in Angola led to the civil war. It ought to be remembered that after the 1974 Lisbon coup in Portugal, Africans in Angola hurried to take on leadership and manage sectors like Police and army without preparation.


3. The militarization of Angola inevitably caused the civil war. All the rival liberation movements had established an army to fight the Portuguese in the struggle for independence. MPLA had 1.5million troops, UNITA had 2million and FNLA had 700,000 soldiers. All these were not disarmed and put their armies to test after independence.

4. Ethnic differences in Angola caused the civil war. It is true that the country was divided along tribal lines eg the MPLA had the support of the Mbundu, UNITA had the Ovimbundu and FNLA had the Bakongo. This increased ethnic disunity leading to the war.


5. Ideological differences caused by cold war politics made the civil war in Angola inevitable. The MPLA party had the support of the communist states led by Cuba and Soviet Union. On the contrary, UNITA and FNLA had the patronage of capitalist states. This left the nationalists divided ideologically making the war unavoidable.

6. Personal ambitions of the nationalists caused the war. The power clash between MPLA of Neto failed to compromise with Roberto Holden of FNLA and Savimbi of UNITA. Militarism was the only solution to the rivaling nationalists.

7. The uncompromising character of Jonas Savimbi caused the civil war in Angola. He was power hungry, had captured some parts of Angola and accumulated wealth, rejected peace talks from the UNO and OAU, organized meetings, he said:

‘’ I will never rest unless I become president of Angola”.

8. The discriminative policy of Agustinho Neto caused the civil war in Angola. He was very arrogant and never allowed to share power with other parties like FNLA and UNITA, yet these played a pivotal role in weakening the Portuguese. Failure to share the power and the inclusion of the other parties in the decisions of the country caused the war.

9. Weaknesses of the OAU laid a foundation for the war. The OAU had a policy of non interference in the affairs of member states. This made it not to intervene, other members of OAU like Mobutu of Congo supported UNITA against the MPLA of Neto. Towards independence also OAU had recognized all the parties, though later MPLA was supported by OAU hence annoying the UNITA an FNLA causing the war.

10. The failure of the NAkuru Peace accord (protocol) of 1974 worsened the political climate in Angola. This was chaired by President Arap Moi of Kenya to create a coalition government of the parties, ie MPLA, UNITA and FNLA. This didn’t come to pass as all the resolutions were not respected both by the Neto and the divergent interests of UNITA under Jonas Savimbi, hence causing the civil war.

11. The natural resource endowment of Angola caused the war. Angola had minerals like diamonds and oil and each party desired to have control of the minerals eg UNITA under Savimbi controlled the diamond deposits in Kabinda which made him strong, MPLA made a controversial deal with the European mining companies not to benefit the whole country. This war was declared to compel the government of MPLA to stop the Europeans mining companies.

12. The double standards of the UNO inevitably caused the Angolan war. The UN security council condemned the civil war in Angola and wanted peace to prevail. However, other members of UNO like USA secretly supported UNITA of Savimbi by selling weapons in exchange of minerals. This left the Angolan politics divided hence the civil war.

13. The presence of Cuban troops in Angola partly caused the civil war. These had been brought to assist the MPLA to mitigate South African aggression. This made the Capitalist USA to extend assistance to UNITA hence increasing hostility leading to the civil war.

14. The failure of the Angola Peace accords of 1989 also led to the civil war. This was signed between the Russian president Gorbachiev and the American president Ronald Reagan. These invited the conflicting MPLA and UNITA on a round table to resolve the conflicts. The proposal was rejected by UNITA under Savimbi hence complicating the peace in Angola.

EFFECTS OF THE CIVIL WAR IN ANGOLA
1. The war led to human suffering in Angola and the hopes of independence were destroyed due to misery, fear and insecurity.

2. It led to loss of lives and bodily harms like some had their parts amputated. Property was also destroyed in the country, ie homesteads and other infrastructure.


3. Agriculture was disrupted due to lack of concentration and fear, famine inevitably rocked Angola.

4. The war caused heavy government expenditure as the MPLA government spent millions on buying military hardware to sustain the war.


5. The war caused displacement of Angolans for the safety of their lives. The neighbouring countries experienced refugee crisis like Congo Zaire, Namibia.

6. Angola became a centre of cold war politics attributed to the support of super powers. UNITA had the support of the capitalists eg USA and South Africa and MPLA attracted the attention of USSR and Cuba. These became proxy wars for super powers.


7. The civil war promoted neo-colonialism in Angola. It forced Portugal to continue influencing the policies in Angola. Angola was also forced to sell her minerals, ie oil and diamonds to developed nations in exchange of military equipment.

8. The civil militarized the politics of Angola as the culture of the gun was the solution in the country. MPLA and UNITA re-armed themselves to have political power in the country.


9. The civil escalated divisions and hatred in the country. National unity was compromised and avenues to democracy were futile. The government of Dos Santos of MPLA organized the elections of 1992 and the results were rejected by UNITA, this caused more problems in the country.

10.  The Angolan civil war exposed the weaknesses of the OAU and UNO in solving conflicts. Both members of OAU like Congo of Mobutu and USA of UNO ended up supporting the war than creating peace.


11. The civil war in Angola partly delayed the independence of South African states. These included South Africa and Namibia. The Apartheid government of South Africa remained in Namibia to contain the spread of communism from Angola. Also the racist regime of South Africa gave support to Savimbi of UNITA to weaken the MPLA of communist policies.
12. The Angolan civil war attracted the attention of International agencies like ICRC (International Committee of Red Cross), UNICEF, UNHCR. These extended social services and other forms of assistance eg food, medicine to the war victims.

THE CIVIL WAR IN MOZAMBIQUE 1977 – 1994
Mozambique drifted to political unrest shortly after getting independence from Portugal. The civil war between FRELIMO under Samora Machel and the RENAMO (Mozambique National Resistance) under Alfonso Dhlakama

CAUSES OF THE WAR
1. The Portuguese policy of divide and rule caused the war. Tribalism was promoted and other minority tribes eg the Nyanja were against the Makonde that dominated FRELIMO. This continued even after independence.

2. The unfair representation in the new independent government caused the civil war. The FRELIMO government ignored other parties like COREMO yet these played a central role in the liberation of Mozambique. These parties of COREMO and RENAMO got disgruntled.


3. The dictatorship of Samora machel of FRELIMO caused the war. Other political parties were banned and yet they needed to actively take part in the decision making of the country. This resulted into bloodshed organized by RENAMO against FRELIMO.

4. The uncompromising character of Samora and later Joachim Chisano caused the war. Chisano who replaced Machel in 1986 after the assassination was very repressive, and censored the press. All these caused the war in 1977.

5. The increased militarism in the country caused the war. The war of independence made the country to have military bases, ie FRELIMO and RENAMO. These were not disbanded after independence and the culture of the gun continued in the country.

6. The ambitions and greed for power by the political leaders like Dhlakama Alfonso caused the civil war. Alfonso claimed to be representing the interests of the nationals. He used the military approach to claim the benefits from the FRELIMO led government.

7. High rate of unemployment and poverty caused the civil war. The FRELIMO did not put in place any tangible strategy to uplift the standards of living of the people. These caused frustrations among the war veterans hence the civil war.

8. Existence of micro-nationalism in Mozambique caused the war. Most tribes valued their norms, culture at the expense of national unity eg the Makonde, Nyanja,makua and all these stemmed from colonial history.

9. Ideological differences in Mozambique caused the war. FRELIMO adopted a communist policy that led to the nationalization of property in the country. Therefore, the rich citizens and RENAMO that opted for capitalism launched the civil war in the country.

10. The influence of South Africa in the affairs of Mozambique caused the war. The Apartheid regime feared communism in Mozambique and its role as a member of Frontline states that supported the ANC of South African blacks. Therefore, South Africa gave support to RENAMO in Mozambique.

11. Neo-colonialism in Mozambique caused the civil war. The Portuguese continued to influence policies in Mozambique majorly to the RENAMO rebels. The Portuguese had lost capital in the wars of independence, hence decided to establish links with the rebels in Mozambique.

.WEAKENESSES OF THE OAU
· The double standards of the UNO
· The influence of the civil war in Angola, ie Savimbi of UNITA shared the experiences of the war with Dhlakama Alfonso.
EFFECTS OF THE WAR
1. Led to loss of lives and property ie, about 1.5 million people died in the war.
2. Resulted into economic retardation of the Mozambique economy, ie agriculture and industrialization registered a setback.
3. The war resulted into the assassination of Samora Machel in a plane crash in 1986. The blame was put on the Apartheid government in Pretoria to have master minded as it gave support to RENAMO forces.
4. Led to heavy government expenditure leading to heavy external borrowing. This increased the debt burden of Mozambique.
5. Undermined national unity in Mozambique due to neo-colonial tendencies.
6. Worsened the relationship between the government of Mozambique and the Apartheid South African government.
7. Cold war politics was promoted in Mozambique.
8. Refugee crisis increased most especially in the Southern African states.
9. International community organizations increased their assistance to Mozambique eg UNICEF, UNHCR, ICRC etc. These put strategies to end the war in 1994 after signing a cease fire, ie Chisano of FRELIMO and RENAMO.
10. The RENAMO became a legitimate political party and allowed to take part in national elections. Most soldiers of RENAMO were integrated in the national army of FRELIMO.
11. Weaknesses of the OAU and the UNO were exposed in their failure to end the crisis in Mozambique.

THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)
It was formed in Lagos in Nigeria on 25th May 1975 and the treaty that established it was in Lome in Togo 1976.
It is composed of 16 member states to include; Nigeria, Niger, Ghana, Gabon, Benin, Mali, Ivory Coast, Guinea Bissau, Guinea Conakry, etc. The last country to join was Cape Verde.
It cut across the Anglophone and Francophone states.
AIMS / OBJECTIVES OF ECOWAS
· To promote economic competition and integration.
·  To promote viable infrastructural development mainly transport and communication.
· To promote free trade and movement of people.
· To promote agriculture through joint project between member states.
· To achieve the common market and single currency.
· To settle regional conflicts.
· To promote education.
· To establish the West African parliament.
· To promote industrial development and avoid duplication of goods and services.
ACHIEVEMENTS
· Intervened and settled regional conflicts in West Africa, ie brought peace in Liberia after the years of blood shed following the murder of Sergent Samuel Doe, ie ensured peace and stability.
· Created a military and economic monitoring group ie, ECOMOG. This intervened in many problems in West Africa eg Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast.
· Filled the economic gap which was created after the withdrawal of the Europeans, ie colonial masters. ECOWAS provided economic assistance to the members of West Africa to alleviate economic hardships. (Funded the West African Power Pool (WAPP) eg DIAMA and Richardtoll Dams in Senegal.
· Promoted free movement of people through the removal of visa restrictions and passports. This created jobs, promoted cultural fusion and a sense of unity in the region. 
· ECOWAS promoted free trade by removing trade barriers eg tariffs, embargoes and quotas. They adopted a trade liberalization scheme that boosted economic development.
· Promoted education in West Africa. This was through students exchange schemes and this elevated the quality of education.
· ECOWAS promoted co-operation in the member states. These countries worked together to address economic and social aspirations of the people in West Africa.
· ECOWAS promoted Pan Africanism, ie unity, solidarity and preservation of independence. This explains the West Africans’ role in cementing African unity ie Ghana, Nigeria, etc.
· ECOWAS has promoted agriculture and agro-processing industries. Agricultural production, export trade increased. This mitigated famine.
· Promoted environmental preservation by adopting a scheme in 1982 of afforestation in the Sahel region.
· ECOWAS promoted infrastructural development in West Africa. It developed ports, dams, harbors, roads, railway and airports. These improved on the movement of people and commodities and enhanced soc-econ development.
· ECOWAS mobilized international aid for West African states. Countries organized both financial and military aid from European Union, ie NATO, USA and these have contributed to technical support to ECOMOG, to have a battalion to keep peace in West Africa.

FAILURES OF ECOWAS / CHALLENGES
· ECOWAS has been characterized with political instabilities in form of civil wars, internal conflicts and military coups eg Togo, Nigeria, Ivory Coast.
· The interstate conflicts have dogged the integration eg in 1984, Ghana closed her borders to the rest of the member states, Nigeria Vs Cameroon over the Bekasi Peninsular.
· There has been lack of reliable social and economic infrastructure eg the undeveloped roads, railway which hampered trade and mobility of labor.
· Over reliance on agricultural production has been a challenge of ECOWAS. Not much diversification, whose dependence comes with fluctuations ie similar crop production
· Unequal benefits from the activities of the community is a challenge. Some nations have benefited more than others eg Nigeria, Ghana compared to others.
· Tendency of Anglophone countries meddling into the activities of ECOWAS. Commonwealth organisation has tried to pull former colonies towards its policies contrary to Francophone hence affecting decisions.
· Failed to eradicate poverty in the region. Many countries in West Africa are too poor and have failed to meet the financial obligations eg Togo has always defaulted.
· There has been competition for the MNCS. This has led to provision of cheap commodities which flood the market and end up dictating the prices of goods in the region.
· The ECOWAS has failed to have a common currency. This has created a problem of exchange rates. Currencies used are pegged on the medium of exchange of the former colonial masters eg pounds hence hindering free trade.
· Failed to have common political ideologies, ie capitalism and communism / marxism. This intensified conflicts and undermined the activities of the integration.

CHALLENGES OF ECOWAS
· Vastness of the West African sub region, ie bigger nations eg Nigeria used the size to dominate the ECOWAS.
· Poverty and indebtedness of the member states.
· Civil wars eg Liberia and Sierra Leone.
· Ideological differences among the member states.
· Limited personnel in the ECOMOG force.
· Lack of a common language.
· Differences in the colonial backgrounds has affected long term decision making.
· Neo-colonial influence / interference from the West.
· Military coups.
· Falling prices of agricultural products eg rubber, cocoa weakened the economies.
· Differences in the level of development hence hampering co-operation.
· Severe drought of 1982.
· Border conflicts.
· Rise of illicit trade / smuggling across the national borders.
· Disrespect among leaders eg ECOWAS countries.
· Failure to respect ECOWAS agreements / delay to implement agreements.
· Poor infrastructure due to limited funding of infrastructural development.
· Absence of laws governing the foreign investors.
· Lack of a common currency.
· Dictatorial leadership.
· Limited commitment by members.
· Economic nationalism / protectionism among the member states.
· Competition from other regional organizations / members belong to more that one organization or divided loyalty.
· Poor quality goods, produced can not attract competitive market.


AFRICAN SOCIALISM IN TANZANIA
African Socialism in Tanzania was adopted through the Arusha Declaration of 1967 and implemented through the Ujamaa scheme / policy.
The Arusha Declaration was a government paper that ushered the Ujamaa policy.
The Ujamaa policy / scheme referred to the spirit of brotherhood, familyhood.
It required the majority Tanzanians to go back to the villages for effective national development.
NB: The policy was adopted by Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere in 1967 and stretched to 1985.
AIMS / OBJECTIVES OF UJAMAA POLICY / AFRICAN SOCIALISM / ARUSHA DECLARATION OF 1967
1. It was aimed at creating a classless society in Tanzania (egalitarian).
2. The concept was aimed at cementing national unity in Tanzania.
3. To increase agricultural production through better use of labour.
4. It was aimed at promoting self – reliance and defend the independence of Tanzania.
5. The desire to prevent neo-colonialism or foreign influence and hegemony.
6. To mobilize masses for national defense and development.
7. The need to eradicate poverty from Tanzania.
8. Nyerere also aimed at ensuring industrial development.
9. The need to uplift the standards of living of the people.
10. To ensure food security and eradicate famine through agricultural modernization.
11. To promote equality and reduce income inequality.
12. To fight corruption in government and party officials.
13. To ensure rural development and transformation and curb Rum.
14. To create a national language and ease communication.
SAMPLE QUESTIONS
a) Account for the adoption of the African socialism in Tanzania. 
Approach
· Give a viable definition
· Give the aims / objectives of socialism
b) Describe the features of socialism in Tanzania between 1967 and 1985.
African socialism in Tanzania was also referred to as the Ujaama policy adopted during the Arusha declaration of 1967.
The features of socialism included the following;
· The state controlled the means of production and hence no individual ownership like land.
· Socialism followed a one party system, ie Tanzania African National Union (TANU) which later became to be the Chama chamapenduzi (C.C.M).
· The policy of socialism was composed of income equality and strongly castigated differentials in society.
· There was forced villagization, ie people were encouraged to go and develop the rural areas.
· The policy emphasized the revival of African cultural values in Tanzania.
· It emphasized centralized planning. The Central government of Nyerere originated all the policies and handed down to the villages.
· Socialism featured patriotism among the people of Tanzania- a virtue intended to have deep love for the nation and work towards its development.
· The policy of socialism featured the introduction of a national language Kiswahili, this forged unity and eased communication.
· The policy encouraged social justice and welfare, ie education and medical facilities in the villages.
· Socialism encouraged hard work among the Tanzanians as also people had a responsibility to work for the nation.
· The policy put more emphasis on agriculture with the intention to have adequate food to mitigate famine.
· It featured the development of small scale industries. These were majorly set up on the established farms to add value.
· Socialism emphasized self-reliance and reduce the negative effects of external borrowing associated with negative evils.
· Grass root democracy was reflected in the socialism of Tanzania. These were in form of village councils in line with the Central government requirements.
· The policy of socialism laid more emphasis on lower education, ie universal primary education.
· The policy emphasized the national defense of Tanzania through the creation of an army, ie Tanzania Peoples Defense Forces (TPDF).
· Socialism emphasized unity through the removal of classes in society which ensured consolidated development.


ACHIEVEMENTS / SUCCESSES / STRENGTHS OF AFRICAN SOCIALISM IN TANZANIA (UJAAMA / ARUSHA DECLARATION
POLITICAL
1. The policy led to the establishment of a strong national army, ie the Tanzanian Peoples’ Defense Force (TPDF). This promoted order and stability in Tanzania.
2. African socialism encouraged national unity and brotherhood among the people of Tanzania. This was attributed to the collective effort of the nationals.
3. The policy gave Tanzanians a leadership code that shaped a people centred leadership. This was because of the creation of village councils and people were potential leaders of CCM.
4. Socialism in Tanzania promoted democracy of grass roots where the masses in the Ujaama villages could vote their own leaders.
5. The Ujaama policy encouraged nationalism and a spirit of patriotism among the Tanzanians. Julius Nyerere tried to instill a spirit of love for the country.
6. Socialism attempted to reduce on the levels of corruption and embezzlement in public institutions. This was through putting in place stringent measures against corruption.
ECONOMIC
7. The policy encouraged hard work in the initial stages. This tried to alleviate laziness among the Tanzanians.
8. It increased agricultural production like the maize boom of 1978. This went a long way in creating food security and increased revenue for Tanzania.
9. The policy led to the establishment of physical infrastructure like feeder roads in the Ujamaa villages. These eased marketing of agricultural products.
10. The Ujamaa policy introduced a progressive taxation system in Tanzania. This is where the high income earners were more taxed than the low income earners hence reducing conflicts in society.
11. The policy promoted tourism where foreigners (tourists) frequented Tanzania to witness an African system that challenges western capitalism.
12. Socialism led to the nationalization of the major means of production like land. Land was redistributed to the masses especially in the Ujamaa villages which encouraged higher productivity.
13. Industrialization was promoted in Tanzania. There were small scale processing and cottage industries which provided employment to Tanzania to reduce poverty levels.
14. The policy promoted self-reliance in Tanzania between 1967 and 1969. This helped to check neo-colonialism and the likely manifestations.
SOCIAL
15. The Ujamaa policy led to the emergence of urban centres. The Ujamaa villages turned into functional urbanization hence leading to provision of better social amenities.
16. The policy led to the provision of better social services like piped water, improved health services and education. This improved on the standard of living.
17. Socialism in Tanzania encouraged literacy through the provision of universal primary education and adult literacy campaigns. This literacy mainly emphasized agricultural education.
18. Ujamaa encouraged equal opportunities for all in order to reduce the gap between the “haves” and “have nots”. This limited the civil servants to one job to create room for other citizens.
19. Socialism led to the forging / creation of Kiswahili as a national language. This eased communication, promoted trade and consolidated unity in Tanzania.
20. Co-operative societies were created in Tanzania. This compelled the rural farmers to come together for resource mobilization hence increasing output.
21. The policy promoted African culture among the Ujamaa villages. This was because of the settlement of the people together and sharing ideas based on African structural set up.


SHORT COMINGS / FAILURES / WEAKNESSES OF UJAMAA
1. Ujamaa promoted single party democracy in Tanzania through Chama ChamaPenduzi (CCM). This groomed dictatorship in Tanzania and undermined the objectives of African socialism.
2. The policy failed to promote self- reliance in Tanzania. This is evidenced when Nyerere from 1971 began encouraging foreign investment in Tanzania.
3. The policy promoted economic backwardness in Tanzania. This was attributed to the unfriendly policies that the masses did not get involved in.
4. The Ujamaa policy failed to give Tanzania an independent and sustainable political system it desired. It therefore collapsed in 1985 with the demise of Nyerere from the political scene.
5. The policy did not have appeal from the majority Tanzanians. The policy was imposed on the citizens without due consultation, hence a weakness.
6. The Ujamaa policy was composed of forceful villagisation and this promoted the destruction of property.
7. The policy promoted rural-urban migration in Tanzania and its negative associated evils. The Youths who opposed the policy abandoned the Ujamaa villages in search for a better life in towns. This affected the agrarian systems that manifested famine.
8. The nationalization of land led to loss of security over land. This affected the citizens and undermined peace and increased resistance in Tanzania.
9. The system promoted some traces of capitalism, ie private ownership of property. This widened the gap between the “Haves” and “Have nots” in society and it undermined the equality in society.
10. The Ujamaa villages promoted congestion with all the associated problems like inadequate provision of social services, uncalled for diseases like Cholera and Typhoid.
11. The principle of Communism undermined the initiative to work. It therefore promoted laziness among people and the spirit of hard work was undermined.
12. The system was dominated by corruption and embezzlement of government funds. The officials of the policy became inefficient and accepted bribes and this was common among the CCM members.
13. The Ujamaa policy ignored higher education in Tanzania. Elementary education was emphasized with lower primary being favored, man power gap became so high and opened neo-colonial experts.
14. Socialism promoted neo-colonialism in Tanzania. This was attributed to excessive borrowing from the capitalist world and other foreign investors from 1975. This undermined the aims of Ujaama.
15. The levels of industrialization remained very low in Tanzania attributed to Ujamaa policy. The policy promoted small scale and processing industries. Tanzania largely depended on the importation of manufactured goods that reduced the foreign exchange.
16. The policy promoted environmental deforestation in Tanzania. This is because large tracts of forests were cut in order to create land for agriculture and settlement. The rainfall totals reduced and climatic imbalance was witnessed.
17. The Ujamaa policy was very expensive to be sustained in Tanzania. This compelled the government of Julius Nyerere to borrow funds from International financial institutions hence making Tanzania become indebted.

REFERENCE QUESTIONS
1. Account for the adoption of the one- party system of government in Tanzania after independence. (2013).
2. Examine the contribution of Julius Nyerere to the history of Tanzania up to 1985 (2012).
3. To what extent was the “Ujamaa” policy in Tanzania successful? (2010).
4. Assess the impact of the 1967 Arusha Declaration to the people of Tanzania (2009).
5. Account for the adoption of African socialism in Tanzania after 1967 (2008).
6. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the Ujamaa policy in Tanzania (2000).
7. Examine / assess the achievements of the Ujamaa policy in Tanzania between 1967 – 1985.

Examine the contribution of Julius Nyerere to the history of Tanzania up to 1985.
· Give the role / positive role of Nyerere.
· Give failures.
· Stand point.
Nyerere was the first president of the Republic of Tanzania and led the country in 1961 to 1985.
ROLES
POLITICAL
1. Transformed Tanganyika African Association (TAA) in 1954.
2. Led Tanganyika to independence in 1961.
3. Promoted multi-racial unity between, ie Arabs and Africans.
4. Spearheaded the merger between Tanganyika and Zanzibar in 1964.
5. Promoted socialism in Tanzania under the 1967 Arusha Declaration.
6. Created a People’s army, ie TPDF in Tanzania.
7. Promoted mass nationalism / patriotism in Tanzania.
8. Promoted territorial sovereignty of Tanzania, ie defended the boundaries of Tanzania especially the Amin’s time in Uganda.
9. Provided exemplary leadership to the people of Tanzania.
10. Maintained political stability in Tanzania.
11. Promoted egalitarianism / equality in Tanzania.

ECONOMIC ROLES / CONTRIBUTION
· Promoted agricultural modernization in Tanzania.
· Nationalized the major means of production, ie land.
· Created the Ujaama villages that promoted / boosted production.
· Created co-operative movements which eased the marketing of agricultural products.
· Promoted small scale industries, ie processing of agricultural products.
· Changed the attitude of people towards work.
· Led to infrastructural developments eg roads.
· Emphasized rural development through the Ujamaa village.
· Promoted income equality which reduced conflicts.
· Promoted self-reliance in Tanzania in the initial years of independence to reduce effects of neo-colonialism.
· Re-distributed land in Tanzania.
SOCIAL CONTRIBUTION
· Created a national language – Kiswahili which consolidated unity and trade.
· Promoted education through elementary structure of lower primary.
· Provided health services through the setting up of hospitals and other health centres.
· Provided clean water in Tanzania.
· Re-designed the education system to suit the needs of the people.
NEGATIVE CONTRIBUTION / WEAKNESSES
POLITICAL
· Promoted dictatorship through one party system, ie CCM.
· Corruption persisted.
· Failed to fight Neo- colonialism.
· Socialism failed in Tanzania.
· Conflicted with neighboring states, ie Uganda.
ECONOMIC 
· Failed to increase agricultural production, ie famine struck the country in the 1970’s.
· Made Tanzania to register shortage of foreign exchange due to limited exports.
· The policy of self-reliance failed under Nyerere.
· There was low industrial development or output due to the small scale industries.
· Communal farming failed.
· Nyerere mismanaged the state enterprises.
· Income inequality persisted.
· Failed to fully handle the unemployment problem.
· Farmers associations offered low prices for the produce.
· Nyerere accumulated foreign debts for Tanzania.
SOCIAL
· Wide spread poverty persisted.
· Diluted the education system.
· Detribalized Tanzania and they lost touch with their relatives.
· The Uganda villages he created led to overcrowding with associated problems.

1. Assess the contribution of African socialism to the development of Tanzania between 1967 and 1985.
2. Examine the impact of the 1967 Arusha declaration in the modernization of Tanzania.
3. To what extent did the Ujaama policy contribute to nation building in Tanzania?
Preamble 
· Viable introduction
· Role of African socialism, ie political, social, and economic.
· Other factors.
· Conclude.
African socialism in Tanzania was adopted through the Arusha Declaration of 1967 and implemented through the Ujamaa scheme.


[bookmark: _GoBack]OTHER FACTORS
· Colonial legacy, ie Western policies introduced by the Germans and the colonial developments by the British.
· Good and focused leadership eg Nyerere and his successors.
· Geographical location of Tanzania, ie at the Eastern Coastline of Africa with harbors like Dar-es-salaam.
· Early contact with the people of the middle East eg Seyyid’s rule at the coast eg the introduction of cloves.
· The role of Kiswahili which promoted unity and patriotism.
· Membership to the EAC and SADC.
· The sparse population of Tanzania.
· The role of the Tanzam railway.
· Communist support especially from China that aided the modernization of the harbor at Dar-es-Salaam’s railway.
· Tanzanian membership to the OAU/AU eg the headquarters of the liberation committee.
· Lack of a strong dominating ethnic group thus leading to national unity and development.
· Existence of mineral resources eg Diamond at Mwadui.
· Existence of foreign investments, ie multi-national companies to increase revenue and job creation.


THE ORGANISATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)
The OAU was a continental African body that was founded on 25th May 1963 at a conference in Addis Ababa by 32 independent African states.
It reconciled the Casablanca and Monrovia ideological groupings to have a common union charter.
AIMS / OBJECTIVES OF OAU
· To promote African unity and solidarity.
· To defend the sovereignty of states and integrity 
· To eradicate all forms of colonialism in Africa.
· To promote international co-operation.
· To promote regional economic integration.
· To coordinate and intensify cooperation of African states.
· To respect human rights in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human rights of 1948.
ACHIEVEMENTS / SUCCESSES OF OAU
These include;
1. The OAU achieved continental unity. This was exhibited by the one voice spoken by the member states during the summits and conventions.

2. Promoted international cooperation. This was due to the good relations between the United Nations and the European Economic Community, ie, the current European Union. This increased joint and global problem solving.


3. OAU contributed to the eradication of colonialism in Africa. This was through the Liberation Committee in Tanzania. The Committee mobilized and extended support to the Mobilization Liberation Front (FRELIMO), ANC, SWAPO which aided countries to get independence.

4. The OAU tried to solve interstate conflicts in Africa. This was through the mediation and reconciliation Commission to alleviate misunderstandings eg Somalia and Ethiopia over the Ogaden province 1976 – 1977, Congo and Uganda, Morocco and Algeria etc.

5. Managed to expand membership from 32 in 1963 to include almost the entire continent. This was a remarkable achievement and it reprimanded states which acted contrary to the objectives such as Morocco.

6. Succeeded in condemning secessionism and balkanization of the African continent. These included the Katanga secession (1960 – 1963), Biafra in Nigeria (1967 – 1970). This consolidated the independence of African states.

7. Promoted regional economic integrations in Africa. These included the setting up of EAC in 1967, Economic Community of West African states in 1975, COMESA in 1993 and SADC in 1979.

8. Tried to settle the refugee problem in Africa. This was done through the Commission for refugees established in 1965. African states tried to settle (IDPs) in camps in conjunction with UNHCR. The OAU also set up a general fund to extend assistance, ie food, medicine and shelter.

9.  Revived and preserved African culture. This was achieved through organizing African cultural festivals like in Nigeria in 1973, and others held in Egypt. The organization also encouraged games and sports through the All African games hosted in South Africa.

10. Promoted democratic governance and democracy in Africa. This was done through castigating the occurrence of coups during its tenure eg the 1965 coups in Algeria and Congo, 1971 in Uganda etc. Leaders who proved to be dictators were encouraged to institute elections and respect the rights of masses; (Nigeria under Sani Abacha, Boukassa and Mariam Mengitsu).

11. The OAU established the African Development Bank in Abidjan in Ivory Coast. This extended development loans to African states and gave the lowest interest rates in order to prevent borrowing from the Western Banks.

12. Promoted scientific research in Africa. This was through the Science and Technological Commission of OAU. The African Medical Research Fund (AMREF) worked with International organizations to eradicate diseases and encourage the use of local herbs, control diseases eg East Coast Fever, Locusts in Central Africa etc.

13. Condemned civil wars on the African continent. The OAU also tried to physically intervene in the ending of civil wars eg the 1965 – 1982 Chadi war, the OAU tried to lay strategies by condemning African countries involved and called for peace.

14. The body condemned the continuous assassination of African leaders. This had become prevalent like Sankara of Burkina Faso, Samora Machel of Mozambique, Anwar Sadat of Egypt, Laurent Kabila of Congo, among others.

15. The OAU called upon members to adopt or embrace the idea of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). The policy emphasized neutrality during cold war politics of Super powers. Member countries were discouraged from allowing USA or USSR to set up military bases.

16. The body ensured a harmonious relationship between the Arab North and the Sub-saharan African composed of the Blacks. This increased African benefits from the Arab League with Headquarters in Cairo. Algeria was more Pan-African than any other. (OPEC).

17. The body existed for a long period of time from 1963 – 2002. This was a remarkable achievement as it celebrated many anniversaries amidst many continental and global challenges.

FAILURES / WEAKNESSES OF OAU
1. Failed to establish a continental armed force (high command). This made it too weak to check wars and rebel activities and observing total peace at the continent remained a dream.
2. Failed to have an African parliament where continental challenges could be addressed.
3. Failed to achieve the desired United States of Africa due to intrigue and squabbles among the member states.
4. Failed to ensure complete and total decolonization of the continent. This is evident with the Western Sahara under the influence of Morocco.
5. Failed to end military coups on the continent eg 1971 and 1985 in Uganda, 1966 July and January in Nigeria, 1966 in Ghana, 1980 Liberian coup among others.
6. Failed to end the interstate conflicts eg Uganda and Tanzania, ie Amin’s regime, Nigeria and Cameroon border conflicts. 
7. Failed to enforce the idea of NAM and Neo-Colonialism became prevalent. This was because of the dire need for development aid and 1970 – 2002, African countries received 294 Billion Dollars. This made countries to struggle in servicing the loans.
8. Failed to do away with the dictators on the continent eg Boukassa of CAR, Amin in Uganda, Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe, Sani Abachar in Nigeria. This increased neo-colonialism to entrench in power, but OAU maintained the Principle of non-interference.
9. Failed to get a permanent remedy to refugee crisis. This was due to the rampant wars not addressed that made Africans migrate across the continent eg. Sierra Leone, Liberia, Somalia, Rwanda, Congo and Burundi. This increased suffering.
10. The OAU failed to enforce the subscription of the financial obligations. This hindered OAU to finance its set budget on the continent.
11. Failed to wipe out poverty on the continent. Africans were ranked the first in poverty in the world, majority live below one dollar a day, diseased and ignorant. The income per capita of Africa was very low. 
12. Abuse of human rights remained a big challenge. These were eminent during dictatorial regimes of Amin in Uganda, Mobutu of Zaire etc, which tarnished the African continent.
13. Failed to wipe out famine. People go without meals.
14. Africa dominated by poor infrastructure, ie the Trans-Africa high way from Mombasa to Lagos failed. Slums are very common in Africa due to poverty.
15. Failed to eliminate civil wars and interstate wrangles eg Chadi, Mozambique (1977 – 1994), Sudan, Angola etc.

CHALLENGES / OBRACLES / PROBLEMS TO OAU
1. Lack of a common continental language made it difficult for the OAU to promote meaningful co-operation.
2. The frequent occurrence of military coups which undermined the work of the OAU in promoting democracy.
3. The presence of dictators in Africa like Mobutu in Congo, Bokassa of CAR, Mengitsu in Ethiopia, Amin in Uganda and Mugabe in Zimbabwe.
4. The OAU was greatly overwhelmed by the growing number of refugees. This presented a burden to the host member countries by sharing the scarce resources.
5. Poorly developed infrastructure between the member states. This limited trade and economic cooperation among the member states.
6. Interstate conflicts became a major challenge, ie Uganda vs Tanzania during Amin’s era, Ethiopia and Somalia over Ogaden, Nigeria vs Cameroon.
7. The presence of neo-colonialism hence making African states to attain total decolonization.
8. The oil crisis of 1973 – 1974 drastically affected the effective operation of OAU, ie made countries to adopt unfair strategies (affected regional economic integration).
9. The failure of the member states of OAU to meet their subscriptions made the work very hard.
10. The frequent outbreak of civil wars in Africa, ie Chad, Congo, Nigeria, Angola, Somalia and Sudan. 
11. General illiteracy among the masses of the OAU member states. This undermined the effort of fighting poverty, disease and ignorance.
12. Lack of an international peace keeping force of its own/army/high command. This made it impossible to intervene to solve the civil wars and other conflicts of the states.
13. Assassination of prominent African leaders like Samora Machel in 1986, Anwar Sadat in 1981, Amilcar Cabral in 1973, Chris Hani in 1993 etc.
14. Ideological differences during the cold war era. This made countries to adopt capitalism like Kenya and Tanzania communism. This affected uniformity in problem solving.
15. The geographical vastness (size) of the continent. The size of about 12 million square miles hindered the effectiveness in promoting political unity and trade in Africa.
16. The heterogeneous nature of the continent was a major obstacle. Very many races, tribes, cultural and ethnic differences. This made unity of purpose very hard.
17. The rampant outbreak of natural calamities like famine, floods and other epidemics. This compelled the UN and other organizations to take up the mantle of disaster management.
18. Colonial legacy was another obstacle to the OAU. Some African states continued to identify with the former colonial masters eg Anglophone and Francophone. This undermined decisions of African states.

Sample questions
1. Account for the formation of OAU in 1963.
2. To what extent did the OAU achieve the objectives of its founders?
3. Assess the achievements of the OAU between 1963 and 2002.
4. How successful was the organization of African unity in achieving the objectives of the founders?
5. Account for the failure of the OAU to fulfill the objectives of the founders.
6. Explain the problems / challenges of the OAU between 1963 and 2002.

THE EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION OF 1952
The Egyptian revolution / coup was organized between 22nd and 23rd July 1952 by the Free Officers’ Movement (F.O.M).  The leaders included Abdel Gamel Nasser, Anwar Sadat and Neguib Muhammed against the despotic regime of King Farouk.
CAUSES OF THE EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION OF 1952
The causes were political, social and economic in nature.
ECONOMIC CAUSES
1. The extravagancy of King Farouk contributed to the outbreak of 1952 revolution. The king spent a lot of tax payers’ money to meet his luxurious life; he constructed mansions for women in Cairo and Alexandria. He was ever on foreign trips to European countries leading to his unpopularity by 1952.

2. King Farouk and his government was very corrupt. The king and the Wafdist party leaders were very corrupt and composed of the privileged class in Egypt. These withdrew money from the National treasury and made lavish spending. This accelerated financial bankruptcy in the country leading to the revolution.

3. Failure of King Farouk to industrialize Egypt led to the coup of 1952. The Egyptian society remained largely backward. There were very few industries established and the country largely depended on imported goods. This resulted into unemployment, low revenue, hence the revolution.

4. Land alienation / conflicts partly caused the revolution. The largest percentage of land amounting to 87% had been grabbed by the Wafdist party and foreigners from France. This made the people (peasants) to lack agricultural land and become victims of food insecurity.

5. High levels of poverty among the Egyptians caused the revolution. This was attributed to the low levels of industrialization that made the peasants to live below the poverty line. Majority of the peasants could not afford a meal a day, pay fees for their children and access medical care hence creating a revolutionary mood.

6. Over taxation imposed on the Egyptians led to the revolution. King Farouk and his government imposed retrogressive taxes in Egypt intended to compel the poor people to work hard. However, the royal family, the Wafdist party were exempted. This made the army officers to organize a revolution in order to institute taxation reforms.

7. Massive unemployment in Egypt led to the collapse of Egyptian monarchy. The levels of unemployment had been created by the neglect of the industrial sector. Also, the Egyptians were not performing well in the agricultural sector in drought conditions given the semi-arid nature of Egypt; therefore F.O.M organized a coup against the Egyptian government.

8. High rates of inflation also caused the Egyptian revolution. The Egyptian economy was characterized by imported goods from countries experiencing inflation, hence imported inflation. High levels of corruption and extravagancy, persisted increase in prices of goods all contributed to inflation hence creating lack of trust in the government of King Farouk.

9. The continued occupation of the Suez Canal zone by foreigners led to the outbreak of the revolution. The Suez Canal was an international water way and it was used for lucrative (portable) trade between Africa and middle East. However, the taxes were collected by Britain, France and shared with the government of King Farouk. The army officers wanted to stop the economic imperialism hence a revolution.

SOCIAL CAUSES
10. The poor health conditions of the Egyptians led to the outbreak of the revolution. King Farouk failed to manage the public health; there were very few hospitals amidst very few trained medical workers. The people of Egypt died of treatable diseases like Trachoma, Bilharzia, Dysentery, and this undermined the government of King Farouk which reduced people’s life expectancy.

11. The neglect of the education system by King Farouk also caused the revolution. Egypt was characterised by high levels of illiteracy. The country had very few schools, education was very expensive and therefore the peasants would not educate their children. This made the public to get fed up with the government of King Farouk by 1952.

12. The gender inequality in Egypt caused the revolution. There were high levels of women discrimination. Women were not allowed to join politics and civil service yet they represented the highest percentage of the population. This led to wide spread discontent in society which undermined the government of King Farouk.

13. Nepotism and favoritism practiced by King Farouk led to the overthrow of the Egyptian monarchy. The government of King Farouk reserved all lucrative jobs for the members of the royal family and the cabinet ministers. It is on record that Gen. Mohammad Neguib was dropped as an army commander in favour of King Farouk’s cousin hence this compelled the F.O.M to organize a coup.

14. Classification in Egypt caused the revolution. King Farouk divided the Egyptian society into three classes, ie royal family at the top, foreigners, ie Turks and Britain in the second class, the business men and peasants at the bottom. This inspired Gamel Nasser and the colleagues to over throw the government.

15. The influence of the moslem brotherhood led to the downfall of King Farouk. This movement was formed by Hassan –as- Banna. He advocated for Islamic theocracy and therefore he won the support of Egyptian s leading to the collapse of King Farouk’s regime.

16. Outbreak of famine caused the 1952 Egyptian revolution. This was attributed to land grabbing that left the peasants landless and Egypt experienced food shortages. The government of King Farouk attempted to import food which was highly expensive to the ordinary people, hence creating a revolutionary situation in 1952.

POLITICAL CAUSES
17. Dictatorship of King Farouk led to the collapse of the Egyptian monarchy. He led without a constitution and imposed policies on the people. He was intolerant to the members of the opposition, banned political parties which led to the collapse of the government.

18. The impact of the Palestinian war of 1947-48 led to the outbreak of the revolution. The war was between Palestine and Israel and the government of Egypt contributed an army of defense to help the people of Palestine. The army was ill equipped, used outdated weapons hence its poor performance. Therefore, the F.O.M organized a coup to discipline the government of King Farouk.

19. Egypt’s failure to be active in the Arab politics led to the outbreak of the revolution. Egypt was not highly sounding in matters of the Arab League and therefore the army decided to overthrow King Farouk and make Egypt become influential in the Arab affairs.

20. The political ambitions of Gamel Nasser contributed to the outbreak of the revolution. Nasser was prompted to take over power right from childhood in secondary school. Nasser also wrote articles criticizing the government of Farouk, “The Egyptian government is dominated by corruption, Who will change it?”, “Where is dignity?”, Where is Nationalism?”, Where is one that can call the activity of the youth?” this led to demonstrations which undermined the government of King Farouk.

21. Influence of World War II led to the downfall of King Farouk. This war produced a class of ex-servicemen who had military skills, the war also made Egypt to become bankrupt as King Farouk supported the British financially. The war led to inflation and poverty among Egyptians. All these contributed to the toppling of King Farouk’s government.

22. Neglect of the Egyptian army by King Farouk led to the revolution. The army didn’t have the required logistics in form of uniforms and army boots. The army was poorly paid, poorly accommodated and no meetings were organized to diagnose the challenges. This compelled the army officers to overthrow the government of King Farouk.

23. Foreign domination in Egypt caused the revolution. It should be noted that Egypt was granted independence in 1922. However, this remained on paper. Egypt was dominated by the British, French and the Turks who controlled the resources, eg the Suez Canal zone, therefore the army officers organized a coup.

QUESTIONS
1. Examine the causes of the 1952 Egyptian revolution. (Political, Social, and Economic)
2. To what extent was King Farouk responsible for his downfall in 1952?
3. “The collapse of the Egyptian monarchy in 1952 was inevitable.” Discuss. (Causes of the revolution).
4. “The political factors made the outbreak of the Egyptian revolution inevitable”. Discuss.




THE IMPACT OF THE EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION
The effects of the revolution on the people of Egypt were political, social and economic in nature.
SOCIAL EFFECTS
1. The status of women was improved in Egypt. These were employed as teachers, factory workers, accountants to earn money. The killing of girls in Egypt was banned. Women became cabinet ministers in the government of Gamel Nasser and many acquired university education.

2. Nasser introduced health reforms. This was accompanied by free medical services, the number of doctors and nurses increased hospitals, clinics and dispensaries were set up and this increased the life expectancy of the Nationals.

3. Improved on the education sector. This was done by establishment of primary, secondary and universities. Nasser banned the moslem and non moslem courts in Egypt. All cases were referred to the secular government court in an attempt to unite administration and promote justice.

4. Nasser also fought poverty by encouraging family planning. Large families were not encouraged and Egyptians were limited to three children and other children were to be taxed hence promoting the welfare.

5. Nasser encouraged the establishment of low cost houses in Egypt. The revolutionary government set up houses in Cairo, Alexandria, in order to cater for their standards of living.

ECONOMIC EFFECTS
6. The Egyptian revolution led to the formation of state controlled co-operatives. These were intended to provide modern agricultural services, cheap transport, fertilizers and machinery, hence leading to agricultural modernization.

7. There was improvement in the taxation system in Egypt. The revolutionary government introduced the progressive taxation system where the Egyptians were taxed according to their income. This was contrary to the retrogressive taxes imposed on the poor people.

8. Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal in 1956. This had been occupied by the British, the French and the Israelites hence creating employment opportunities, leading to increased revenue and making Egypt get full independence.

9. The revolution led to the setting up of industries in Egypt. The government of Gamel-Nasser came up with a five year development plan of 1960 – 1965 leading to the establishment of manufacturing industries like steel products, tractors, fertilizers in Cairo, and Alexandria.

10. The government of Nasser promoted the tourism sector in Egypt. This targeted the Middle East, European countries using the Suez Canal zone as the short cut.

11. The government of Gamel-Nasser carried out land reclamation in Egypt. This was done through irrigation process in the desert areas of the Western parts of Egypt, ie Al-Qatara.

12. The government of Gamel-Nasser carried out land reforms in Egypt. The land which had been grabbed from the Fellaheens (Peasants) by the royal family and the Wafdist party was re-distributed among the peasants, hence reducing the land pressure.

POLITICAL EFFECTS
13. The revolution led to the collapse of the Egyptian monarchy. The government of King Farouk was defeated on the 26th of July 1952 and was forced to abdicate his throne and went to exile in Europe. This led to the establishment of the Republican government in Egypt.

14. The Free- officers’ movement established a revolutionary command council in Egypt. This was the executive arm of the government under Neguib from 1952 – 1954 which was removed by Gamel Nasser.

15. Gamel Nasser drafted a democratic constitution in 1956. This led to the establishment of parliamentary democracy regulating the freedoms of the people.

16. Gamel Nasser promoted Arab unity in Egypt and abroad. Nasser made Egypt to join the union of the Magreb region, ie Tunisia and Algeria hence consolidating close allies.

17. Nasser fought against the corrupt leaders in Egypt. It is true that the government of King Farouk was dominated by rampant corruption. However, Nasser arrested and tried the corrupt people though many were pardoned to promote reconciliation.

18. The political prisoners were freed by the government of Gamel Nasser and this promoted justice and equality in the society.

19. The revolutionary government led to the establishment of a strong army in Egypt. The army was fully trained equipped using the appropriate weapons in the Soviet Union (USSR).

NEGATIVE IMPACTS
20. The government was dominated by inflation. This was attributed to the increased development projects which undermined the value of national currency and led to increase in the prices of essential goods.

21. The government was dominated by financial bankruptcy. This was due to increased external borrowing that made Egypt to be highly indebted to USA and Britain.

22. There was massive loss of lives and property due to Egypt’s involvement in numerous wars eg the Suez Canal crisis of 1956, 6 days war of 1967 between Egypt and Israel.

23. Unemployment persisted in Egypt due to failure to create more jobs to match with the increasing population.

24. Egypt experienced unfavorable balance of payments. This was attributed to the poor progress in the export trade and high expenditure on imported goods.

SOCIAL EFFECTS
25. The government failed to reduce poverty among the people of Egypt. This therefore made the social, economic welfare of the people to remain low.

26. The government of Nasser failed to achieve total food security in the country. This made the country to resort to the purchase of American wheat and meat, imported rice to sustain the population.

27. Women emancipation was not fully achieved. Very few women were absorbed in the political circle; there were pockets of women segregation in Egypt.

28. The government ban on the Moslem brotherhood in Egypt intensified the terrorist activities in the country.

29. The education system in Egypt led to overcrowding in classes due to the free education provided to the children. This watered down the quality of education.


POLITICAL EFFECTS
30. The revolution paved way for the dictatorial and authoritative regime of Gamel Nasser.

31. Political activity among the civilians was suppressed and this led to the suffocation of people’s rights and freedom.

32. The aggressive foreign policies of Gamel Nasser made Egypt to get more enemies eg Israel and this resulted into numerous wars between Egypt and Israel in Gaza province.

33. Nasser’s socialist party failed by 1970 when he began cooperating with the capitalist bloc.

QUESTIONS:
1. Examine the consequences of the 1952 Egyptian revolution.
2. Assess the impact of the Egyptian revolution on Egypt.
3. How successful was Gamel Nasser’s domestic policy?
4. Assess the achievements of Gamel Nasser in Egypt between 1954 – 1970





THE IMPACT / ROLE OF THE EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION TO THE GROWTH OF AFRICAN NATIONALISM
To what extent did the Egyptian Revolution influence the growth of African nationalism?
The Egyptian revolution took place in 1952, organized by the free officers movement led by Gamel Abdel Nasser, Anwar Sadat against the puppet regime of King Farouk.
To a greater extent, the Egyptian revolution contributed to the growth of African nationalism in the following ways;
1. The revolution led to the establishment of Radio Cairo. The radio was used to spread anti-colonial propaganda in Africa. This was used by the Mau-Mau fighters in Kenya to run a Kiswahili program against the British.

2. The Egyptian revolution served as an eye opener to dictatorial regime in Africa. It began with the destruction of the Egyptian monarchy and it spread across the continent targeting colonial masters.

3. The Egyptian revolution under Gamel Nasser extended the education scholarships to African students. This helped African nationalists from other countries to enroll in Egyptian universities. This in turn helped to fill up the man power gaps in Africa after the departure of colonialists.

4. The Egyptian revolution militarized African struggles for independence. Egypt under Gamel Nasser gave military and financial assistance to African countries like Kenya under the Mau-Mau, Algeria under Ben Bella leading to African independence.

5. Gamel allowed the nationalists to establish military external bases in Cairo. This included the FLN in Algeria formed in 1954. Gadafi had F.U.O training in Egypt.

6. The Egyptian revolution gave political asylum/protection to African nationalists. These included Ignatius Kangave Musaazi from Uganda, Patrice Lumumba from Congo. This helped their countries to destroy the colonial powers using Egypt as a coordinating centre.

7. Egypt under Gamel Nasser changed the attitude of the Arab North. It is historically true that Arabs had been associated with slave trade and therefore the countries south of the Sahara looked at Arabs as enemies. Therefore, Gamel Nasser united the African continent for the sake of independence.

8. Gamel Nasser of Egypt contributed to the formation of OAU in 1963. This was a result of the reconciliation of the Monrovia and Casablanca grouping in Addis Ababa. The OAU gave financial and military support to African countries.

9. The Egyptian revolution under Gamel Nasser encouraged the revival of African cultural values. This was done through encouraging African countries to practice local languages like Arabic, Kiswahili, Hausa etc, which brought unity among the people.

10. Gamel Nasser of Egypt encouraged African countries to nationalize foreign property. This began with the nationalization of the Suez Canal in Egypt 1956 that chased the British from the country. Other countries were encouraged to do the same for example Muammar Gadafi of Libya, idi Amin Dada of Uganda and Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana.

11. Gamel Nasser of Egypt encouraged socialist policies. Socialist countries particularly USSR gave Nasser military and financial support to solve its external problems after the removal of IMF / W.B loan. Therefore, Nasser encouraged other countries to solicit support from the socialist countries, eg Mozambique, Angola, and Algeria.

12. Gamel Nasser under Egypt influenced African countries to adopt Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). Nasser was part of the Bandung conference organized in 1955 that advocated for independent African ideologies, promoted Afro-Asian solidarity that made Asian countries to support Africans to get independence.

13. Revolutionary Egypt helped to destroy the British and French empires. It is on record that Gamel Nasser gave the Algerians support in 1954 making them get independence in 1962 leading to the rise of African Nationalism.

GAMEL NASSER’S FOREIGN POLICY (1954 – 1970)
Gamel was one of the free Officers Movement that overthrew the puppet regime of King Farouk in 1952. He was first the prime minister of Egypt and later became president in 1954 after the overthrow of Muhammad Neguib.
AIMS OF NASSER’S FOREIGN POLICIES
· To achieve total decolonization of the African continent.
· To destroy the state of Israel.
· To promote pan-Arabism
· To dominate world affairs.
SUCCESSES OF NASSER’S FOREIGN POLICIES
· Nasser successfully sent expatriates to African countries to help fill the man power gap after the departure of colonial masters. These expatriates included teachers, engineers, and doctors, for example in Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia.

· Nasser promoted the use of African languages on the continent. This included Kiswahili, Arabic, Amhara, Hausa among others hence easing communication.

· Nasser succeeded in destabilizing the state of Israel. This was done through sponsoring the fierce fadeyeen commandos who destroyed the state of Televiv and bombarded areas in the country.

· Nasser succeeded in providing scholarships to African students. The African nationalists from Algeria, Congo Zaire and other Arab states were allowed to study from Egyptian universities i.e. Cairo and Alexandria. This helped to create a class of elites to destroy the colonial bondage in Africa.

· Gamel Nasser provided propaganda support to African nationalists. Nasser gave moral, military and financial support to FLN of Algeria, the mau mau of Kenya leading to independence.

· Nasser influenced the over flow of pro – western leaders in Africa and Middle East. This included the over throw of King Idris of Libya by Muammar Gaddafi, the prime minister of Iraq.

· Gamel Nasser gave moral and diplomatic support to Tunisia and Morocco against the French rule which led to the twin independence of these countries in 1956.

· Nasser fully supported and promoted Pan Arabism. It is on record that Nasser made Egypt to be the headquarters of the Arab League and proceeded to establish the United Arab Republic i.e. Egypt and Syria in 1958.

· Gamel Nasser was one of the founder members of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963. This was done through the reconciliation of the Casablanca and Monrovia groupings leading to the total unity of Africans.

· Nasser succeeded in promoting the Non – Aligned Movement (NAM) adopted in 1955 in Bandung. This was a conference organized by the Asian leaders i.e. Nehru of India and Surkano of Indonesia. The policy promoted positive neutrality in Africa and Afro – Asian Solidarity.

· Nasser promoted research in the African past. He encouraged the writing and the reconstruction of African history leading to the promotion of African cultural values.

· Nasser bridged the gap between the Arab North and Negro Africans. This changed the attitude of the blacks towards the Arabs hence a success.

FAILURES OF NASSER’S FOREIGN POLICIES
· Nasser promoted conflicts among Arab states and these included Morocco and Algeria. In this conflict, Nasser sided with Algeria leading to political instabilities in North Africa.

· Nasser frustrated the formation of the United States of Africa (USA). This had been proposed by Kwame Nkrumah to bring the continent together under one leadership.

· Nasser failed to maintain the United Arab Republic with Syria. Syria seceded and broke away in 1961 due to Nasser’s foreign policies.

· Nasser failed to maintain and stick to the policy of Non – Aligned Movement adopted in 1955. The policy demanded that African countries Egypt inclusive do not follow socialism and capitalism however, Nasser got financial aid from USSR and Czechoslovakia to construct the Aswan High dam.

· Nasser lost many provinces of Egypt to other countries. These included the West bank of Jordan, the Goran heights, the eastern parts of Suez Canal, the Sinai province during six days war of 1969 with Israel.

· Gamel Nasser promoted political instabilities in Yemen and some parts of Saudi Arabia hence undermining the principles of Pan Arabism.

Reference Questions
1. How successful was Gamel Abdel Nasser’s foreign policy between 1954 and 1970?
2. To what extent was Gamel Nasser’s foreign policy successful between 1954 and 1970?
Approach
· A brief background of Gamel Nasser
· State the aims of the foreign policies
· A clear stand point
· Successes verses failures

THE NATIONALISATION OF THE SUEZ CANAL JULY 1956.
The Nationalization of the Suez Canal referred to the transfer of the ownership, control, management and financing of the Suez Canal into the hands of the Egyptian government. It took place in July 1956.
REASONS FOR THE NATIONALISATION OF THE SUEZ CANAL
· The failure of the British to respect the 1936 Anglo – Egyptian agreement. It should be recalled that the British entered an agreement to construct the canal and upon completion, the British were to take 40% and Egyptian economy was to take 60% however, this was not respected hence the nationalization.

· The strong anti – colonial feelings of Nasser contributed to the nationalization of the canal. This is evidenced when Nasser gave military and financial support to the Africans in Kenya against British and the FLN of Algeria against French.

· Nasser’s recognition of the Bandung conference contributed to the nationalization of the canal. The conference emphasized positive neutrality of Africans against colonial masters i.e. capitalism which was being preached by the British hence the nationalization policy.

· The need to provide employment opportunities and generation of revenue compelled Nasser to nationalize the canal. Nasser reasoned that the expulsion of the British workers would create employment opportunities to the Egyptians, Egypt would be able to across the canal leading to nationalization.

· Nasser’s arms deals with Czechoslovakia contributed to the nationalization policy. Czech Republic supported the policy of communism which had been embraced by Nasser which contradicted with capitalism. This inevitably caused the nationalization policy.

· The withdrawal of the offer of the financial assistance for the construction of the Aswan High Dam made nationalization inevitable. Egypt under Nasser had applied for a financial loan in the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. However, this had been blocked by USA and British hence the nationalization of the Canal to generate the funds to construct the dam.

· Nasser’s wish to establish his superiority in Egypt and in the Middle East led to the nationalization policy. It should be noted that Nasser attempted to establish the Arab League i.e. the composition of Arab countries in Africa and the Middle East and to sustain this program required money hence the nationalization principle.

· Nasser nationalized the Canal for personal reasons and prestige. It ought to be noted that Nasser wanted to consolidate his power by generating money from the Canal Zone hence nationalization policy.

· The need to increase the amount of the irrigable land in Egypt made nationalization inevitable. There was need to generate water from the Suez zone, Red sea and Mediterrean sea hence the nationalization of the canal to ensure food security.

· The impact of the Constantinople Convention made the nationalization policy inevitable. Articles in the convention emphasized the respect or property of independent countries and therefore Gamel Nasser based on the convention to nationalize the canal.

· Egypt’s military skills in Africa contributed to the nationalization of the canal. It ought to be noted that Gamel Nasser had established a strong army which he used to support African nationalists. This military strength gave Nasser confidence to nationalize the canal.

Reference questions
Account for the nationalization of the Suez Canal in 1956.
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