CIVIL WARS IN AFRICA
Civil wars are always fought by nationalities (tribes) in the same country though some are supported by foreign powers. 

Examples of the civil wars in Africa include: 

1. The Sudan civil war 1956 – 2005 led by Anyanya rebels under Joseph Lagu and SPLA rebels under John Garang against the government of Khartoum in Sudan. 
2. The civil war in Congo / Katanga secession of 1960 – 1963 under Moise Tshombe against the central government of Joseph Kasavubu and Patrice Lumumba. 
3. The Eritrean secessionist war 1961 – 1993 led by the Eritrean people’s Liberation Front (EPLF) under Isaias Afeweki against the Ethiopian government of Emperor Haille Selassie and later Mengistu HAille Mariam. 
4. The civil war in Chad 1965 – 1982 led by the Chad National Liberation Front (FROLINNAT) rebels in the north i.e. mainly Muslims (Toubou tribe) against the N’djamena leadership of the Sara of President Francois Tombalbaye. 
5. The Nigerian civil war / Biafran secession of 1967 – 1970. (The separatist movement by the Biafrans in Eastern Nigeria under Lt. Col. Odumegwu Ojukwu against the Yakoub Gowon’s government. 
6. The civil war in Mozambique 1971 – 1994 (RENAMO rebels against FRELIMO’s  first government by Samora Machel and later Joachim Chisano. 
7. The civil war in Angola 1975 – 2005 (UNITA rebels under Jonas Savimbi and FNLA rebels under Holden Roberto against the MPLA government in Luanda of Agostinho Neto and later JOS Eduardo Dos Santos) 
8. The civil war in Uganda / The Bush war 1981 – 1986 (NRA/M) under Yoweri Museveni Kaguta battling Milton Obote II government in Uganda. 
(Note: Same day 25th January 1971 of Amin, 25th January 1986 Museveni came to power) 
9. The civil war in Rwanda / The Rwanda invasion 1990 – 1994. (RPF under Fred Rwigyema and Paul Kagame against the Hutu government of President Juvenal Habyarimana) 

General causes of civil wars in Africa 
· Colonial legacy of divide and rule 
· Greed for power i.e. Savimbi in Angola, Tshombe in Congo, Ojukwu in Nigeria 
· Regional imbalance i.e. Sudan as the south was under developed, Eastern Congo was also ignored and the Northern part of Chad ignored. 
· The struggle for control of the economic resources e.g. diamond and oil in Angola, Oil in Chad, Nigeria and Sudan etc. 
· Religious differences i.e. Christians in Eastern Nigeria, Christians of southern Sudan against the Khartoum sharia government. 
· Ethnic rivalry / hatred i.e. the Ovimbundu and Bakongo in Angola, Toubou of Chad, Ibo of Eastern Nigeria against the Hausa – Fulani in the North. 
· Dictatorship of leaders in power i.e. Gowon in Nigeria, DOS Santos in Angola, Selassie of Ethiopia, Niemeri in Sudan etc. 
· Weaknesses of the OAU i.e.  failed to intervene due to the principle of non – interference, no high command etc. 
· Double standard of UNO – delay to impose sanctions, verbal condemnation and some UN members supporting the rebels e.g. in Katanga and Biafra
· Coldwar politics of the time – the ideological conflicts between USA and USSR left Africa torn apart. 
· External influence / foreign intrigue i.e. Gadaffi of Libya assisted the FROLINAT in Chad against Tombalbaye’s government, France and China rendered support to the Biafrans, South African Apartheid aided UNITA rebels in Angola. 
· Rigging of elections i.e. Nigeria in 1964, Angola in 1992, Uganda in 1980. 
· General economic hardships i.e. poverty, inflation, unemployment etc 
· Language differences e.g. the Amhara in Ethiopia to be imposed up to the Eritreans. 

General effects of civil wars 
· Loss of lives 
· Destruction of property 
· Increased refugee crisis 
· Economic stagnation 
· Exposed weaknesses of OAU 
· Exposed weaknesses of UNO 
· Increased Neo – colonialism in African countries 
· Intensified cold war politics 
· Militarization of African politics 
· Undermined effective and functional democracy 
· Famine and starvation 
· Disruption of peace in the country 

MILITARY COUPS IN AFRICA 
A military coup is a forceful takeover of power by the army from a legitimate government. 

The examples of coups include the following: 
1. The Egyptian coup 1952 – 23rd July led by the free officers movement of the Egyptian army. The leaders included Muhammad Neguib, Gamel Nasser and Anwar Sadat against King Farouk 
2. The Togo coup of January 1963 organized by a group of ex – soldiers i.e. Emmanuel Bodjolle and Ellienne Eyadema against president Sylvanus Olympio, he was shot dead outside the United States Embassy 
3. The Algerian coup organized by colonel Houari Boumedienne who over threw Ahmed Ben Bella 
4. The coup in Congo 1965 (Mobutu Sseseko over throwing Joseph Kasavubu) 
5. Nigerian coups in 1966 i.e. January 1966 by majors Ifeajuna, Patrick Nzeogwu against Abubaker Tafawa Balewa. 
The second coup in July 1966.This was against Johnson Aquiyi Ironsi led by army officers led by Muhammad Murtala 
The army handed power to general Yakubu Gowon. 
6. The 1966 coup  in Ghana 24th February 1966 led by Akwasi Afrifa, Kotoka, major Ocran overthrew Kwame Nkrumah and appointed Arthur Ankrah as leader. 
· 1972 coup in Ghana led by Ignatious Kutu Acheampong 
· 1978 (Ghana) – Akuffo – deputy chief of staff against   Acheampong. 
· 1979 (Ghana) – A group of military led by Lt. Jerry   Rawlings. 
· 1981 (Ghana) – Hilla Liman’s government overthrown by Jerry Rawlings. 

7. The Libyan coup of 1969 (1st September 1969) organised by Free Unionist officer (FUO) led by major Muammar Gadaffi assisted by major Jaloud to over throw Idris (King) – amonarchical government. 
8. The coup in Uganda – 25th January 1971 Army commander Idi Amin Dada against president Milton Obote. 
9. Ethiopian coup of 1974. The Dergue military committee overthrew Emperor Haile Selassie (The monarchical government).
· In 1991, the government of Mengistu Haille Mariam was overthrown by Melez Zenawi 
10. The 1975 Coup in Chad. Felix malloum over threw Francois Tombalbaye. 
11. The 3rd Nigerian coup in 1975 (Muhammad Murtala overthrew General Yakubu Gowon. 
12. The 4th Nigerian coup in 1976 General Olusegun Obasanjo over threw Muhammad murtala 
13. The Liberian coup of 1980 (12th April) The 28 year old Sergeant Samuel Kanyon Deo overthrew president William Tolbert. 
14. The 5th Nigerian coup 1983 (Muhammad Buhhari overthrew Shehu Shagari) 
15. The 6th Nigerian coup 1985 (Ibrahim Babangida overthrew Muhammad Bukhari) 
16. The 7th Nigerian coup 1990 (Sani Abacha over threw Babangida) 
17. The Ugandan coup of June 1985 (military Junta) led by Bazilio Olara Okello and Tito Okello Lutwa over threw Milton Obote II government. 

General causes of Coups in Africa 
· Neglect / grievances of the army
· Ambition of the army officers  for power 
· Corruption of the leaders in power 
· Nepotism and favoritism 
· Dictatorship of the leaders in power 
· Failure to control inflation / high costs of living 
· Extravagant leadership 
· Coldwar politics at the time 
· Weaknesses of OAU 
· Weaknesses of UNO 
· Influence of other successful coups in Africa 
· Rigging of elections or failure to organize elections 
· General poverty and unemployment in the country 
· Foreign influence / intrigue e.g. Israel, Britain for 1971 in Uganda and USA for 1966 in Ghana 
· High foreign debt burden i.e. Dr. Kofi Busia in Ghana / poor economic policies etc 
· Abrogation of independence constitutions
· Gross violation of human rights e.g. censorship of the press 
· Inadequate / pre – mature independence 
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